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OFFICERS: 


Town Accountant 
Animal Control Officer 
Civil Defense Director 
Communications Director 
Town Counsel 
Executive Secretary 
Fire Chief 
Forest Warden 
Town Geologist 
Parking Clerk 
Police Chief 
Supt. Public Works 
Sealer of Weights 

and Measures 
Veterans’ Agent 
Veterans’ Grave Officer 


COMMITTEES: 


Capital Budgeting 
Council on Aging 
Board of Appeals 
Arts Council 
Cable TV Advisory Committee 
Computer Study Committee 
Conservation Commission 
Election Officers 
Fenceviewers 
Finance Committee 
Town Forest Committee 
Historic District Commission 
Housing Partnership Comm. 
Inspectors of: 
Animals 
Buildings 
Plumbing/Gas 
Wire 
Ipswich River Watershed 
Personnel Board 
Recreation Committee 
Recycling Committee 
Registrar of Voters 
School Building Committee 


AD HOC COMMITTEES 


Bay Circuit Program Committee 
Boxford Land Committee 

Land Bank Committee 

Land Purchase Finance Committee 
Municipal Land Use Committee 
Municipal Space Needs Committee 
DPW Supt. Job Description Comm. 


INDEPENDENT SERVICES FOR THE 

TOWN OF BOXFORD 

BTA/BOLT, Inc. 

Historic Document Center 

H.A.W.C. (Help for Abused Women & 
Children) 

Tri-Town Council on Youth and 
Family Services 


Boxford, Massachusetts 


VOLUNTEER APPLICATION 


If you are interested in serving on an appointed town committee, or 
if you have expertise in an area which you would like to share with 
a town board or committee, please complete the following and 


forward to: 


Board of Selectmen 
Town Hall, 28 Middleton Road 
Boxford, MA 01921 


Name 


Address 


Telephone: Home Office 
Committee of interest: 


Brief summary of your background: (you may enclose a separate letter if desired) 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN SERVING THE TOWN 


IN MEMORIUM - 1996 
1996 TOWN REPORT DEDICATED TO 
Carlyle Thomas 1912 - 1996 
Katherine Th 1914 - 1996 


The 1996 Annual Town Report is dedicated to the memory of Carlyle and Kay 
Thomas. The Thomases were dedicated volunteers in Town Government for 
many years and embodied the true spirit of the Town of Boxford. Kay served 
as a Trustee of the Boxford Town Libraries from 1977 to 1980. She also 
worked with Barbara Perley to compile a book entitled "A Fragment of History" 
on the Town of Boxford from 1685-1985. Kay and Carlyle established their 
home on Baldpate Road in 1951 and remained active in Town affairs throughout 
the years. 


Words alone cannot begin to cover the contribution of Carlyle Thomas to the 
Town of Boxford. He served most recently as Chairman of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals from 1978 to 1996 and as Selectmen from 1972 to 1978. his 
knowledge of the Town was encyclopedic and vast, and most importantly, he 
shared whatever information he had with anyone and everyone. His knowledge 
of Town government got many a town official out of hot water more time than 
they probably would care to remember. It would not have been a Boxford Town 
Meeting without Mr. Thomas stepping to the microphone with comments on all 
aspects of the Warrant. His guiding spirit will be sorely missed. 


IN MEMORIUM - 1996 


C. BETTY LUNDGREN 
1918 - 1996 


Free-lance writer, Member of the Boxford Village Garden Club, Boxtord Historic Society 
and Friends of the Boxford Village Library 


EILEEN M. RAFUSE 
1941 - 1996 


Secretary to Board of Appeals and Town Meeting - Boxford Village School 


CORTLAND B. BACALL 
1919 - 1996 


Member - Historic Districts Commission 
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Tri-Town Council on Youth 
and Family Services, Inc. 
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT 


Board of Selectmen 
Town Counsel Report 
Personnel Board 


Boxford Housing Partnership Committee 


BOARD OF SELECTMEN 


This was a year with many challenges and just as many accomplishments. Many issues were 
raised, openly discussed and addressed. The members of the Board of Selectmen as the year 
started were Dick Ulman (Chair), Jerry Johnston and Ken Bagge. Dick Ulman decided after 
five years on the Board not to run for another term. Bob Was was elected to the Board in the 
May election. At the re-organization meeting following the election, Jerry Johnston was voted 


Chairman of the Board. 


The storms that signaled the start of 1996 were a sign of things to come. The DPW was hard 
pressed by the winter with the largest snowfall ever recorded (something in excess of 120 
inches). The response to this challenge was excellent. Road work, drainage improvement, 
brush cutting, work on the new soccer field and the re-capping of Johnson Field, along with the 
many other tasks around Town kept the DPW very busy. In October, long-time DPW 
Supermtendent, Tom Greene underwent by-pass heart surgery. While the surgery went well, 
Tom was ordered by his doctors to cease work immediately. David Durkee, DPW Foreman, 
took over the day to day operations of the department. The Board of Selectmen appointed a 
committee to review and re-write the job description of the DPW Superintendent before taking 
any action on a permanent replacement for Tom Greene. The next week the Town was hit with 
a storm dumping over 12 inches of rain within 24 hours, far surpassing the previous 100 year 
flood standard. The DPW , Fire Department, Police Department and Emergency Management 
Officer Bob Hazelwood, along with many citizen volunteers, worked together to prevent any 
serious injury and to minimize flood damage. A job well done. 


Water and salt contamination of the Town’s fuel depot was discovered during the summer after 
problems in police cruisers was traced to the fuel. The tanks were purged, problem areas 
repaired, and the fuel station redesigned and rebuilt to current standards so that this type of 


problem could not happen again. 


At the first meeting in January, Dan McConaghy was appointed Inspector of Buildings, filling 
the vacancy created when Kevin Wood resigned. This followed several months of advertising 
for and interviewing potential candidates. Dan would later resign himself in August. At that 
time Tony Annis, the Alternate Inspector, was named as interim Inspector of Buildings until a 
permanent appointment could be made. Throughout the year DeWitt Minich acted as Chair of 
a committee appointed by the Board to work on the mutual issues and procedures relating to the 
Buildmg Inspection Department and the Health Inspection Department. Mr. Minich helped to 
identify problem areas and suggest improvements. 


The Board of Selectmen called for a Special Town Meeting in February and a Special Election 
in March to consider funding for the construction of expansion projects at both elementary 
schools. The project was approved. 


Discussions of various options for the Town to preserve open space continued with consideration 
of both Land Bank legislation and a Serial Bond funding. These discussions led to the 
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appointment of "ad hoc committees" to study the issues and report back to the Board of 
Selectmen. The Town voted at the May Town Meeting to purchase, contingent upon partial 
funding through a Commonwealth Grant, some 56 acres owned by the Shulman family abutting 
the Wildcat Reservation. The Town was advised later in the year that the grant application was 
denied based on imsufficient funding for the many projects requesting grants. In March the 
Board of Selectmen formed the ad hoc Boxford Land Committee consisting of representatives 
of the Conservation Commission, Planning Board, Finance Committee, Capital Budgeting 
Committee and an at-large member appointed by the Board of Selectmen. This committee was 
charged with reviewing the Town’s needs as outlined in the Master Plan and the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan, receiving information from Town boards and BTA-Bolt concerning potential 
land purchases, setting up priorities in keeping with the Master Plan, establishing standards and 
procedures for evaluating the property, and reporting back to the Board of Selectmen at least 
quarterly. This work is on-going. 


The Master Plan for the Town of Boxford was submitted to the Planning Board for consideration 
by the committee originally set-up by the Board of Selectmen and later placed under the control 
of the Planning Board. The Planning Board approved the Master Plan making it an officially 
recognized document and made it available to all the boards, committees and residents of the 
Town. Actions are recommended for implementation. It will serve as a valuable guide for 
years to come. 


The Municipal Space Needs Committee completed their report on the needs of Town 
government. The top priorities were expanding or building a new Police Station and a new 
Town Hall. This committee was comprised of Peter Morbeck, Peter Cheever, John Volpacchio, 
Charles Killam and Alan Benson. Additionally, an ad hoc committee was formed to consider 
the best use of Town owned land near Spofford & Ipswich Road for a Municipal Center 
including Town Hall, Police Station, new recreational facilities, DPW facilities and an expanded 
recycling center. VHB was contracted to do the design work. After many meetings with 
boards, committees and the public, VHB submitted a plan that.was accepted by the committee. 
The site plan was included as part of the Master Plan. The consideration of design funds for 
a new Town Hall at this time was defeated at the Annual Town Meeting. 


In April, the Board was notified that the Town Hall employees were seeking to form a new 
collective bargaining unit. Based on a survey of employees, the Board agreed to recognize the 
new bargaining unit without challenge. 


The Board of Selectmen worked with the Board of Health in designing and constructing new 
waste treatment facilities at Camp Sacajawea with partial funding coming from the Greater 
Lawrence Collaborative which runs a camp for handicapped children at the site under the Camp 
Stepping Stone name. This system will allow for continued and expanded recreation use of this 
Town owned camp in a very environmentally sensitive area for years to come. 


In recognition of the fact that the Town’s business requires more than one Town Meeting per 
year, the Town voted at the May ATM to hold a "Scheduled Special Town Meeting" each year 
in October. The first of these "Scheduled Special Town Meetings" dealt with many issues 
including an initiative petition requesting the Board of Selectmen to consider purchase of the 
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commercially zoned property at 256 Georgetown Road for use as a new Town Hall. The Board 
invited the owners of the property and the Land Committee to a meeting and directed the Land 
Committee to investigate this possibility by asking the owners, "Is this property for sale, and 
if so, at what price?" No response was received. 


The Board of Selectmen would like to extend our sincere thanks to the many volunteers who put 
in thousands of hours serving on Town Boards and Committees, both standing and ad-hoc. 
Boxford depends on this volunteer government. We would also like to thank the volunteers who 
serve the Town as special groups not part of the official structure such as the BAA, BTA, and 
Boxford Village Garden Club. It is this willingness to volunteer that keeps Boxford the special 


place that we all enjoy. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Gerald R. Johnston, Chairman 
Kendall E. Bagge 

Robert a. Was 


BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
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LITIGATION REPORT OF TOWN COUNSEL 


E & F. BUILDERS, INC. v. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Land Court Misc. No. 219867 


Appeal of special permit denial for common driveway. Filed notice of appearance for 
Zoning Board of Appeals on August 4, 1995. No activity since. 


GEORGETOWN ROAD LIMITED PARTNERSHIP v. ZBA 
Land Court, C.A. No. 233718 


THOMAS E. NEVE v. TERRANCE P. MIKLAS AND PLANNING BOARD 
Lawrence Superior Court, C.A. No. 95-171D 


This case involves an action by plaintiff against co-defendant relative to subdivision 
funds. Town is the holder of the funds, This case is pending. 


NICMAR INDUSTRIES, INC. v. CHRIS J. DECOULOS ASSOCIATES AND 
TOWN 
Lawrence Superior Court, C.A. No. 94-1971D 


Action by sub-contractor to seize and apply subdivision funds to developer’s outstanding 
debt. We have appeared on behalf of the Town and the case is pending. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Leonard Kopelman, for the firm 
of Kopelman and Paige, P.C. 
Town Counsel 
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LITIGATION REPORT OF COUNSEL TO TREASURER/COLLECTOR OF TAXES 
Town of Boxford v.: 


1. Greenwood Realty Trust, Georgetown Road 
Land Court Docket 104378 TL 


Petition to Foreclose Right of Redemption 
Judgment issued - title to land transferred to Town 


23 Frank Fiorella, 76 Woodcrest Road 
Land Court Docket 93796 TL 
Petition to Foreclose Right of Redemption 
Judgment issued - case settled upon payment of all taxes, 
interest and attorney's fees ($49,468.00) 


Paulette F. Straub, 26 Lawrence Road (two parcels) 
Land Court Docket 108644 TL & 108645 TL 
Petition to Foreclose Right of Redemption 
Case Pending 


4. E & F Builders, Inc., Baldpate Road 

Land Court Docket 101648 TL 
Petition to Foreclose Right of Redemption 
Case settled upon payment of all taxes, 
interest and attorney's fees ($23,174.92) 


So. Abruzese, et al, Willow Road (two parcels) 
Land Court Docket 109575 TL & 109576 TL 
Petition to Foreclose Right of Redemption 
Case Pending 


6. Patricia Gallagher, 38 Pine Plain Road 
Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Docket 97-10431 CJK 


Town objected to confirmation of plan 
Case settled upon payment of all taxes, 
interest and attorney's fees ($5,110.00) 


i Lester Crawford, 9 Cedar Street 
Chapter 13 bankruptcy Docket 94-16839 JNF 
Motion for Relief of Automatic Stay 
Allowed - Taxpayer ordered to pay $10,841.37 


8. Edward Checkwood, 211 Ipswich Road (two parcels) 
Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Docket 92-14133 WCH 
Town objected to sale of real estate 
Case settled upon payment of all taxes, 
interest and attorney's fees ($37,806.41) 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Donald J. Scutiere, Esq. 


Special Counsel to Boxford 
Treasurer/Collector of Taxes 
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PERSONNEL BOARD 


An open position on the Personnel Board occasioned by the resignation of Ms. Linda Laderoute 
in September of 1995 was filled by the Board of Selectmen’s appointment of Mr. Dan Bauer in 
February. Ms. Laderoute’s resignation was occasioned by her election to the Planning Board. 
The Personnel Bylaw prohibits an elected official from serving on the Personnel Board. 


The Board lost the last of its original members through the resignation of Julie Phalen in July 
of 1996. Julie had served the Board in various capacities, including its Chairmanship, reliably, 
thoughtfully and well. She and her husband have moved out of state. Her presence is sorely 
missed. The Board of Selectmen appointed Ms. Madeline Celletti to fill this vacancy thereby 
maintaining the Board at full membership. 


Brown Baldwin was elected chairman of the Board in June. Mary Wendel, who had Ied the 
Board effectively for years, requested replacement to concentrate on other matters. Mary 
agreed, however, to remain as a member of the Board giving it the continuing benefit of her 
considerable experience. 


Several employees whose position descriptions, salary and related matters were controlled by 
this Board, elected in April to be represented by a union. Not represented by the union are 
those non-contract employees who do not work at least 1000 hours annually for the Town and 
certain exempt categories - primarily Department Head positions and those in uniquely singular 
or confidential positions. These employees continue to be the concern of the Personnel Board. 


At the Annual Town Meting the Board recommended a general increase in the pay matrix of 
1.7% for FY97. This coupled with a 2.8% increase between steps within each grade, afforded 
most covered employees with a 4.5% total increase. Also adjusted at this meeting was the 
salary range in Grade DH]. This was further modified in a Special Town Meeting on October 
22 to accommodate the needs of the Conservation Commission and meet the realities of the 
personne] market. 


H. Brown Baldwin, Chairman 
Mary Wendel, Vice Chairman 
Daniel O. Bauer 
Charles J. Caperonis 
Madeline Celletti 
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BOXFORD HOUSING PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Affordable housing lost its leading advocate this past year with the death of one of the 
Partnership’s original members. Carlyle Thomas brought his intelligence, experience and 
judgement to all aspects of Boxford housing, and his presence will be sorely missed. 


E: 


Robert Clewell is now a member of the Partnership as a representative from the Board of 
Appeals. 


The Boxford Housing Partnership continued to meet with members of the Town’s Master Plan 
Committee as the Plan moved to completion. There was also input required for the document 
called a Community Action Statement (CAS) for the Executive Office of Communities and 
Development. At this writing, the partnership’s share of Federal HOME funds is held in 
abeyance. 


Enid Thuermer, Chairman 
Robert Clewell 

Craig Falk 

Gerald Johnston 

Louise Kress 
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TOWN CLERK 


Report of 1996 Special Town Meeting 
Report or 1996 Annual Town Meeting 
Report of 1996 Elections 
Vital Statistics 


Licenses and Permits 
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TOWN CLERK 


REPORT OF 1996 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
REPORT OF 1996 SPECIAL TOWN MEETINGS 
REPORT OF 1996 ELECTIONS 

RECORD OF BIRTHS 1996 

RECORD OF MARRIAGES 1996 

RECORDS OF DEATHS 1996 


LICENSES AND PERMITS 1996 
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
February 27, 1996 


The voters of the Town of Boxford met at Masconomet Regional 
High School on Tuesday, February 27, 1996. -Moderator DeWitt T. 
Minich called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m. Carlyle Thomas, 
who passed away last week, was remembered for his thirty years of 
service to the Town, including the Finance Committee, Board of 
Selectmen, and the Board of Appeals. The articles of the warrant 
were disposed of as follows: 


ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum 
of $200,000 for highway maintenance and construction in 
anticipation of a state aid grant, said monies predicated on 
state approval of the following: Chapter 15 of the Acts of 1988, 
$200,000; or take any other action thereon. 


The Finance Committee recommended adoption of this Article. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
unanimous voice vote, to appropriate the sum of $200,000 for 
highway maintenance and construction in anticipation of a state 
aid grant, said monies predicated on state approval of the 
following: Chapter 15 of the Acts of 1988, $200,000. 


ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to 
fund the installation of a new sanitary waste disposal system and 
a new potable drinking water source at Camp Stepping Stone (aka 
Camp Sacajawea); said funds to be spent under the direction of 
the Board of Health; or take any other action thereon. 


The Finance Committee recommended adoption of this Article. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
unanimous voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of 
$20,000 to fund the installation of a new sanitary waste disposal 
system and a new potable drinking water source at Camp Stepping 
Stone (also known as Camp Sacajawea); said funds to be spent 
under the direction of the Board of Health. 


ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, the sum of 
$100,000 to be added to the Reserve Fund for FY1996; or take any 
other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 


unanimous voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of 
$100,000 to be added to the Reserve Fund for FY1996. 
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BOXFORD 
Special Town Meeting - February 27, 1996 


ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board 
of Selectmen to enter into leases or contracts for the use of 
town land for agricultural leases authorized by the Board of 
Selectmen for a period of up to 5 years in length, pursuant to 
MGL Chapter 30B; or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
unanimous voice vote, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
enter into leases or contracts for the use of town land for 
agricultural leases authorized by the Board of Selectmen for a 
period of up to 5 years in length, pursuant to MGL Chapter 30B. 


ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Conservation Commission to enter into leases or contracts for the 
use of conservation land for agricultural leases authorized by 
the Conservation Commission for a period of up to 5 years in 
length, pursuant to MGL Chapter 30B; or take any other action 
thereon. 


‘Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
unanimous voice vote, to authorize the Conservation Commission to 
enter into licenses for the use of conservation land for 
agricultural purposes authorized by the Conservation Commission 
for a period of up to 5 years in length, pursuant to MGL Chapter 
30B. 


ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to 
fund a Land Use Plan for the 81+/- acres of Town owned land near 
the intersection of Spofford Road and Ipswich Road; said funds to 
be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take 
any other action thereon. 


The Finance Committee recommended adopcionsoLlecnis Ant rc) e: 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
majority voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of 
$40,000 to fund a Land Use Plan for the 81+/- acres of Town owned 
land near the intersection of Spofford Road and Ipswich Road; 
said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen. 


ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to establish the 
position of Director of Public Health for the Town of Boxford, 
said position to be appointed by and under the direction of the 
Board of Health, and subject to a salary established on the Pay 
Mate te eeveleDn 5) to be effective, July 1, 1996; or take any other 
action thereon. 


The Finance Committee recommended adoption of this Article. 
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BOXFORD 
Special Town Meeting - February 27, 1996 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
majority voice vote, to establish the position of Director of 
Public Heath for the Town of Boxford, said position to be 
appointed by and under the direction of the Board of Health, and 
subject to a salary established on the Pay Matrix level DH 5 to 
be effective July 1, 1996. 


ARTICLE 8: The prohibition in the Town of Boxford of any brown 
bagging and/or consumption by any patron, customer, or other 
person of alcoholic and/or wine and/or beer and/or malt beverages 
on any premises within a B-1 Retail Business District or on any 
premises involving any use permitted in a B-1 Retail Business 
District (as defined in the Boxford Zoning Bylaw); or take any 
other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 161 in favor and 131 opposed, to amend Article 7 of 
the General Bylaws by inserting the following Section 5: 


Ficeyak In the Town of Boxford, any brown bagging and/or 
consumption by any patron, customer, or other person of 
alcoholic and/or wine and/or beer and/or malt beverages 
on any premises operating with a common victualer’s 
license within a B-1 Retail Business District (as 
defined in the Boxford Zoning Bylaw) is prohibited. 


7-5-2 - Whoever shall violate this bylaw shall be fined $50.90 
for the first offense and $100.00 for each subsequent 
offense. Each separate container shall constitute a 


separate violation. 


Vr eeS The enforcing officials shall be those persons 
designated by the Board of Selectmen and the law 
enforcement officials of the Town. ; 


ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to 
fund "Phase II" to complete the construction and irrigation work 
to the soccer field at the Boxford Sanitary Landfill; said 
construction to be proposed by the Recreation Committee with 
final plan to be approved by the Board of Health; said funds to 
be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take 
any other action thereon. 


The Finance Committee recommended adoption of this Article. 
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BOXFORD 
Special Town Meeting - February 27, 1996 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
unanimous voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of 
$18,000 to fund the completion of the construction and the 
irrigation work of the new field at the Boxford Sanitary Landfill 
and to fund the startup costs of "Phase II" field construction; 
said construction to be proposed by the Recreation Committee with 
final plan to be approved by the Board of Health; said funds to 
be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


ReRKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKEKKKKEKKKKKKRKEKKEKKKRKKKKKREKKkkkkkkkkkKkKkKkkKkKKE 
NOTE: At this time we anticipate that Article 10 will be offered 
as a "contingent appropriation." This means that although the 
appropriation for a specific article could be approved at the 
Special Town Meeting, that appropriation would be fully 
contingent upon successful passage of a Proposition 2 1/2 
override ballot question. Should the override question fail, the 


appropriation would be rendered null and void. 
ReERKKKRKKKKKKKKKKRKKKAKKKEKKEAKKKEKKKEKKKKKKEKKEKEKKKKEKKKRKEKKEKEKEKKKRKKKEKKE 


ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and 
raise by borrowing or otherwise a sum of money for constructing, 
originally equipping and furnishing additions to the Cole School 
and the Spofford Pond School and for remodeling, reconstructing 
or making extraordinary repairs to the present schools, including 
costs incidental and related to the projects; or take any other 


action thereon. 


The Finance Committee recommended adoption of this Article. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 284 in favor and 20 opposed, that the sum of 
$4,790,400 be hereby appropriated for constructing, originally 
equipping and furnishing additions to the Cole School and the 
Spofford Pond School and for remodeling, reconstructing or making 
extraordinary repairs to the present schools, including costs 
incidental and related thereto, and that to raise this 
appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of 
Selectmen, is authorized to borrow $4,790,400 under and pursuant 
to Chapter 44, Section 7 (3) and (3a), of the General Laws, or 
any other enabling authority which may include Chapter 645 of the 
Acts of 1948, as amended, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town 
therefor; said appropriation fully contingent upon successful 
passage of a Proposition 2 1/2 (so called) ballot question. 


A two-thirds vote was required for passage of this Article. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
unanimous voice vote, to dissolve this Special Town Meeting at 


9512 p.m. 
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BOXFORD 
Special Town Meeting - February 27, 1996 


Registered voters attending this meeting were 342. Counters 
and checkers for this meeting were appointed by Town Clerk 
Patricia Shields. 


A true record. 


arrest: ie eee 


Patricia Shields 
Town Clerk 


TRANSFERS: 
Article 2 $ 20,000 
(From Free Cash to Board of Health 
Camp Stepping Stone well/septic) 


Article 3 100,000 
(From Free Cash to Reserve Fund) 
Article 6 40,000 
(From Free Cash for Land Use Plan) 
Article 9 18,000 
(From Free Cash for ballfields) 
Total to be Transferred $ 178,000 


RAISE AND APPROPRIATE: 
Article 10 (for schools $4,790,400 
(contingent upon successful 
passage of Prop. 2-1/2 override) 
Total to be Raised and 
Appropriated $4,790,400 


APPROPRIATIONS 
Article 1 $200,000 
(for highway maintenance and construction 
predicated upon State reimbursement, 
Chapter 15) 


TOTAL TO BE APPROPRIATED $200,000 
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BORFORD SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 


TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1996 


OFFICE/CANDIDATE Pores PCT 2 TOTAL 


DEM. PRES. PREF. 


BLANKS 0 1 1 
BILL CLINTON 115 135 250 
LYNDON H. LAROUCHE, JR. 2 2 4 
NO PREF. 16 10 26 
WRITE-IN 3 5 8 
TOTAL VOTES 136 153 289 


DEM. STATE COMMITTEE MAN 


BLANKS 41 63 104 
JAY J. DONOVAN 15 fal 36 
STEPHEN K. WALKER 80 69 149 
WRITE-IN fe) O O 
TOTAL VOTES 136 133 289 


DEM. STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN 


BLANKS 34 53 87 
CAROLYN J. JOHNSON 101 100 201 
WRITE-IN 1 | 0 l 

TOTAL VOTES 136 153 289 


DEM. TOWN COMMITTEE(35) 


BLANKS 4704 D519 10023 
WRITE-IN 56 36 ae 
TOTAL VOTES 4760 DooS 10115 
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BOXFORD SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 


OFFICE/CANDIDATE 


DEBS Roe Rie 


BLANKS 

HARRY BROWNE 
RICK TOMPKINS 
IRWIN SCHIFF 
NO PREF. 
WRITE-IN 
TOTAL VOTE 


LIB. STATE COMMITTEE MAN 
BLANKS 
WRITE-IN 


TOTAL VOTE 


LIB. STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN 


BLANKS 
WRITE-IN 
TOTAL VOTE 


LIB. TOWN COMMITTEE (3) 


BLANKS 
WRITE-IN 
TOTAL VOTE 


PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 


TUESDAY, 


MARCH 5, 1996 


PCIe PCine 
e) 
2 
1 
Z 2 
2 
2 2 
2 
2 
3 6 
6 
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TOTAL 
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BOXFORD SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 


TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1996 


OFFICE/CANDIDATE PCT «1 PCH 2 TOTAL 


Mor. PRES. PREF. 


BLANKS 4 3 ey, 
RICHARD G. LUGAR al 16 at 
MORRY TAYLOR i. 1 2 
PHIL GRAMM 1 uP 2 
PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 88 104 192 
BOB DOLE 341 Zo 638 
STEVE FORBES 96 116 2i2 
LAMAR ALEXANDER 43 52 95 
ALAN KEYES V2 cS 20. 
ROBERT K. DORNAN fe) O fe) 
NO PREF. 13 if 20 
WRITE-IN 5 8 Ins 
TOTAL VOTES 615 620 £235 


REP. STATE COMMITTEE MAN 


BLANKS 154 ; 128 282 
DALE C. JENKINS, JR. 424 442 866 
E. CARL DASCH 37 50 87 
WRITE-IN @) @) ) 
TOTAL VOTES 615 620 1235 


REP. STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN 


BLANKS 206 186 392 
NANCY J. LUTHER 408 430 838 
WRITE-IN 1 4 5) 
TOTAL VOTES 615 620 1235 
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REP. TOWN COMMITTEE (35) 


BLANKS 
GROUP 

ROBERT WAS 

JULIAN BROWN 

JANE LANGTON 

ADAM COGLEY 

MARION C. BROWN 
ALEXANDER M. COLBY 
CHARLES D. LADEROUTE 
ROBERT J. EISENBERG 
JAMES E. MITCHELL 
ROBERT HAZELWOOD 
ARTHUR GINGRANDE 
ROBERT W. CONROY 
CHARLES THIEL 

JANET THIEL 

ROBERT C. BUELL 
MARIANNE JENKINS 
BARBARA J. ROSS 
SUSAN M. PRICE 

DALE C. JENKINS 

C. BETTY LINDGREN 
MARION R. MUSIAL 
ALAN J. BENSON 
STEWART H. NEWLAND, JR. 
A. GORDON PRICE 
LINDA L. JOHNSTON 
STEPHEN J. HENDRICKSON 
LINDA LADEROUTE 
WILLIAM CARGILL, JR. 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTE 


BOXFORD SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 


PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 


TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 


30 


1996 


Per 


L372 
324 
397 
338 
368 
339 


~ 350 


350 
346 
356 
342 
401 
367 
si2 
347 
347 
431 
352 
3/9 
389 
349 
354 
362 
450 
361 
404 
357 
334 
348 
426 
13 
21700 


TOTAL 


23318 
622 
760 
648 
733 
656 
668 
671 
675 


685 


658 
754 
qk 
721 
658 
658 
835 
678 
739 
740 
681 
688 
686 
857 


» 695 


761 
681 
651 
674 
851 
oF 
43228 


BOXFORD SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 


PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 
TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1996 


QUESTION #1 PCT 1 PCT 2 TOTAL 
_ BLANKS 0 1 1 
YES 451 452 904 
NO 315 337 655 
TOTAL VOTE 776 790 1560 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO EXEMPT FROM THE PROVISIONS OF PROPOSITION 
TWO AND ONE-HALF, SO-CALLED, THE AMOUNTS REQUIRED TO PAY FOR THE BONDS ISSUED IN 
ORDER TO FINANCE PROJECTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTING, ORIGINALLY EQUIPPING AND FURNISHING 
ADDITIONS TO THE COLE SCHOOL AND THE SPOFFORD POND SCHOOL AND FOR REMODELING, RE- ~ 
CONSTRUCTION OR MAKING EXTRAORDINARY REPAIRS TO THE PRESENT SCHOOLS? 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 


Michael Joseph Connolly 


City/Town : BOXFORD 

In accordance with the requirements of the General Laws, I In accordance with the General Laws, I certify that at the close 
certify that the number of people who voted in the election of registration on the number of registered voters was as follows: 
was as follows: . 
Date of election; TUES. MAR. 5, 1996 Date of close of registration: FEB. 14, 1996 

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF NUMBER OF NUMBER OF 

REGISTERED PEOPLE WHO REGISTERED PEOPLE WHO 

VOTERS VOTED WD. VOTERS VOTED 


Please return this form within 15 days after the election to the Secretary of State, Elecdons Division, Room 1705, One Ashburton Place, 
Boston, MA 02108. 32 
FORM: E-1M-E-102 


SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 14, 1996 


Voters of the Town of Boxford met at the Masconomet Regional 
Hig: School on Tuesday, May 14, 1996. Moderator DeWitt T. Minich 
called the Special Town Meeting to order at 7:18 p.m. The articles 
of the warrant were disposed of as follows: 


ARTICLE 1. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund bills and 
charges from previous fiscal years; or take any other action 
thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $8,144.45 to fund 
bills and charges from previous fiscal years. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 


or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the hiring 
of one full time worker for the Department of Public Works in 
fiscal year 1996; or take any other action thereon. 

- Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $21,320 to fund 
the hiring of one full time worker for the Department of Public 
Works in fiscal year 1996. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to complete the 
engineering and construction costs for the Stiles Pond Dam, said 
funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or 
take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $10,000 to 
complete the engineering and construction costs for the Stiles Pond 
Dam, said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 


Selectmen. 


' Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $100,000 to fund road 
repair and construction projects, said funds to be spent under the 
direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action 
thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $100,000 to fund 
road repair and construction projects, said funds to be spent under 
the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article 
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Boxford Special Town Meeting - May 14, 1996 


ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote raise and appropriate, or 
transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund repairs to 
the Caterpillar 973 machine of the Department of Public Works; said 
funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; 
or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $25,000 to fund 
repairs to the Caterpillar 973 machine of the Department of Public 
Works; said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the 
purchase of a new sander body for a DPW truck, said funds to be 
spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any 
other action thereon. 

A motion was made and duly seconded to transfer from the 
insurance fund the sum of $7,000 to fund the purchase of a new 
sander body for a DPW truck, said funds to be spent under the 
direction of the Board of Selectmen. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend Article 3 to transfer from free cash. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $7,000 to fund 
the purchase of a new sander body for a DPW truck, said funds to be 
spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the 
drainage work for the Department of Public Works, said funds to be 
spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any 
other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $25,000 to fund 
the drainage work for the Department of Public Works, said funds to 
be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, . 


or transfer from available funds, the sum of $50,000 to be added to 
the Reserve Fund for FY 1996; or take any other action thereon. 
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WARRANT, Special Town Meeting, May 14, 1996 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $50,000 to be 
added to the Reserve Fund for FY 1996. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 
Upon motion made and duly seonded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 


vote, to dissolve this Special Town Meeting at 7:42 p.m. 


Registered voters attending this meeting were 72. Counters 
and checkers for this meeting were appointed by Town Clerk Patricia 
Shields. 


A true record. 


ATTEST: Wess Mp OZ 


Patricia Shields 
Town Clerk 


TRANSFERS: 

Articles. = 8,144.45 
(From Free Cash for outstanding bills) 

Article 2 217,320.00 
(From Free Cash for DPW) 

Article 3 10,000.00 
(From Free Cash for Land Use Plan) 

Article 4 : 100,000.00 
(From Free Cash for Roads) 

Article 5 25 0008-00 
(From Free Cash for Caterpillar 973) 

Article 6 700.0. OD 
(From Free Cash for Sander Body) 

Article 7 25,000.00 
(From Free Cash for Drainage) 

Article 8 50,000.00 
(From Free Cash for Reserve Fund) 


Total to be Transferred $ 246,464.45 
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 


MAY 14, 1996 


Voters of the Town of Boxford met at the Masconomet Regional 
-High School Auditorium on Tuesday, May 14, 1996. Moderator DeWitt 
T. Minich called the Annual Town Meeting to order at 7:47 p.m. 
Retiring Selectman, Richard Ulman, was presented with a key to the 
Town of Boxford to thank him for his many years of service to the 
Town. The articles of the warrant were disposed of as follows: 


ARTICLE 1. To receive and place on file the reports of the Town 
Officers and Committees without ratification of any action taken or 
authorization of any action proposed. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to receive and place on file the reports of the Town 
Officers and Committees without ratification of any action taken or 
authorization of any action proposed. 


The Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to set the annual curbside 
solid waste collection fee at $1.35 per 32 gallon bag or container 
(each use), said fee to fund the town wide curbside collection 
service and related expenses for Fiscal Year 1997; or take any 
other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to set the annual curbside solid waste collection fee 
at $1.35 per 32 gallon bag or container (each use), said fee to 
fund the town wide curbside collection service and related expenses 
for Fiscal Year 1997. 

An amendment to set the annual curbside solid waste collection 
fee at $1.20 per 32 gallon bag or container was defeated by 
majority voice vote. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote the following sums to fund 
the Roadside Collection Solid Waste and Recycling Enterprise Fund 
for Fiscal Year 1997, to be expended under the direction of the 
Board of Health: 


Expenses, Contract $1407.57 9 
Expenses sticker printing 4,200 
Expenses, education mailing apg 8 50) 
Landfill operations S227 3656 

TOTAL $164,435 


and that $164,435 be raised from the enterprise fund receipts; or 
take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to set the following sums to fund thew Roaqgice 
Collection Solid Waste and Recycling Enterprise Fund for Fiscal 
Year 1997, to be expended under the direction of the Board of 


Health: 
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Expenses, Contract Si4iyg 579 
Expenses sticker printing 4,200 
Expenses, education mailing 000 
Landfill operations $2175 656 

TOTAL $164,435 


and that $164,435 be raised from the enterprise fund receipts. 
Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of 
a Recycling Revolving Account as authorized by Chapter 44, Section 
53E 1/2 of the Massachusetts General Laws, said account to be under 
the direction of the Board of Health and used for the deposit of 
receipts and fees collected on recyclable materials; said 
recyclable materials to be determined by a joint vote of the Board 
of Health and Recycling Committee and to be in compliance with all 
state health regulations; and, further, to allow the Board of 
Health, or the Recycling Committee with the approval of the Board 
of Health, to expend funds not to exceed $ 10,000 for Fiscal Year 
1997 from said account for the operation and maintenance of the 
Town Recycling Center; said authorization to be contingent upon the 
creation of specific recycling fees by the Board of Health for 
construction and demolition materials, tires and other materials 
banned from disposal in the landfill; and contingent upon an annual 
report from the Board of Health to the Town on the total receipts 
and expenditures of the Account each fiscal year; or take any other 
action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to authorize the establishment of a Recycling Revolving 
Account as authorized by Chapter 44, Section 53E 1/2 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, said account to be under the direction 
of the Board of Health and used for the deposit of receipts and 
fees collected on recyclable materials; said recyclable materials 
to be determined by a joint vote of the Board of Health and 
Recycling Committee and to be in compliance with all state health 
regulations; and, further, to allow the Board of Health, or the 
Recycling Committee with the approval of the Board of Health, to 
expend funds not to exceed $ 10,000 for Fiscal Year 1997 from said 
account for the operation and maintenance of the Town Recycling 
Center; said authorization to be contingent upon the creation of 
specific recycling fees by the Board of Health for construction and 
demolition materials, tires and other materials banned from 
disposal in the landfill; and contingent upon an annual report from 
the Board of Health to the Town on the total receipts and 
expenditures of the Account each fiscal year. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 
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ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend various portions 
of Article 5 of its bylaws, known as the Personnel Bylaw, by 
amending Section 9, "Position Classes: Salary, Wages and Pay 
Matrix" and replacing it with the Classification and Pay Matrix as 
submitted by the Personnel Board as printed in this warrant; or 
take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend various portions of Article 5 of its bylaws, 
known as the Personnel Bylaw, by amending Section 9, "Position 
Classes: Salary, Wages and Pay Matrix" and replacing it with the 
Classification and Pay Matrix as submitted by the Personnel Board 
as printed in this warrant. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $5,612.50 
of the Wetlands Fees collected during FY 1995 and FY 1996 and 
deposited in the Wetlands Protection Fund; or take any other action 
thereon. te 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to appropriate $5,612.00 of the Wetlands Fees collected 
during FY 1995 and FY 1996 and deposited in the Wetlands Protection 
Fund. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds the sum of $14,400 to fund the 
Town’s share of the Cops Past Award; or take any other action 
thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it-was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $14,400 to fund the 
Town’s share of the Cops Fast Award. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will amend Article Two, General 
Bylaws of the Town of Boxford by adding Section 9 as follows: 
The compensation for salaried elected officials will be established 
prior to their election. The Personnel Board will recommend a 
salary level to the Finance Committee for review. Recommended 
Salary levels will be voted at the Town Meeting prior to the 
election for each position. A cost of living adjustment may be 
recommended by the Personnel Board for consideration by the Finance 
Committee in non election years; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, Article 8 was defeated by 
a majority show of hands. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 
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ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to change the position of 
Planning/Conservation Administrator to Conservation Administrator; 
said position to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen and subject 
to a salary established on the non-union Pay Matrix level DH 1; or 
take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to change the position of Planning/Conservation 
Administrator to Conservation Administrator; said position to be 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen and subject to a salary 
established on the non-union Pay Matrix level DH 1. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of 
a Printing Revolving Account as authorized by Chapter 44, Section 
53E 1/2 of the Massachusetts General Laws, said account to be 
expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen and used for 
the deposit of receipts and fees collected on the sale of printed 
official documents as required by law by several of the elected and 
appointed committees, commissions, and boards as well as legal 
advertisements which are reimbursed to the Town; to expend funds 
not to exceed $10,000 for Fiscal Year 1997 from said account for 
the costs to the Town for printing and reimbursable advertising; 
and contingent upon an annual report from the Board of Selectmen to 
the Town on the total receipts and expenditures of the Account each 
fiscal year; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to authorize the establishment of a Printing Revolving 
Account as authorized by Chapter 44, Section 53E 1/2 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, said account to be expended under the 
direction of the Board of Selectmen and used for the deposit of 
receipts and fees collected on the sale of printed official 
documents as required by law by several of the elected and 
appointed committees, commissions, and boards as well as legal 
advertisements which are reimbursed to the Town; to expend funds 
not to exceed $10,000 for Fiscal Year 1997 from said account for 
the costs to the Town for printing and reimbursable advertising; 
and contingent upon an annual report from the Board of Selectmen to 
the Town on the total receipts and expenditures of the Account each 
fiscal year. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
establishment of a Library Photocopy machine revolving account as 
authorized by Chapter 44, Section 53E 1/2 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, said account to be under the direction of the Board 
of Library Trustees and used for the deposit of receipts collected 
through public use of the photocopy machines at both the Boxford 
Village and West Boxford libraries; and, further to allow the Board 
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of Library Trustees to expend fees not to exceed $5,000 for fiscal 
year 1997 from said account for ongoing supplies and maintenance of 
the copy machines, and purchase of other library supplies and 
contingent upon an annual report from the Board of Library Trustees 
to the Town on the total receipts and expenditures of the account 
each fiscal year; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to authorize the establishment of a Library Photocopy 
machine revolving account as authorized by Chapter 44, Section 53E 
1/2 of the Massachusetts General Laws, said account to be under the 
direction of the Board of Library Trustees and used for the deposit 
of receipts collected through public use of the photocopy machines 
at both the Boxford Village and West Boxford libraries; and, 
further to allow the Board of Library Trustees to expend fees not 
to exceed $5,000 for fiscal year 1997 from said account for ongoing 
supplies and maintenance of the copy machines, and purchase of 
other library supplies and contingent upon an annual report from 
the Board of Library Trustees to the Town on the total receipts and 
expenditures of the account each fiscal year. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 12. To act on the proposed budget and see what sums of 
money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from 
available funds, for the use of several departments for fiscal year 
1997, to wit: General Government, Finance, Public Safety, 
Education, Town Maintenance and all other necessary proper expenses 
during said fiscal year; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, an amendment to reduce the 
Selectmen’s account to $96,294 (transfer $30,860 to legal counsel 
and include $1,577 pay increase for executive secretary) was 
defeated by unanimous voice vote. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, an amendment to reduce the 
Selectmen’s account to $94,722 was defeated by hand count vote, 124 
in favor and 125 opposed. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, an amendment to increase 
the Selectmen’s account from $125,582 to $127,154 (to include 
executive secretary’s pay increase) was defeated by hand count 
vote, 105 in favor and 127 opposed. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to increase Town Clerk-Salary account to $26,297. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to increase Town Buildings Maintenance and Utilities 
account, toy 9847973" 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $515,239 for 
General Government. 
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Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to increase Treasurer /iCollector=salarye-accountisto 
535, 6922 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $252,477 for 
Finance. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,148,166 for 
Public Safety. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanirous 
Vo1cemwote;. to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,427,174 for 
Education. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to reduce the Landfill Operations account to $19,441. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to increase DPW-Salary account to $206,339. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $458,698 for Town 
Maintenance. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $67,345 for 
Inspectors. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote to reduce the Health Insurance account to $352,000. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
Vo1cemivote to) raise and appropriate the sum ‘of $516,000 for 


Insurance and Pensions. 
Total Budget to be Raised and Appropriated = $10,385,099. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by show of 
hands, to re-open General Government, Section I of the budget. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to increase Town Clerk-Salary account to $35,000. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate $523,942 for General 


Government. 
Total Budget to be Raised and Appropriated = $10,393,802. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 1, 
Section 1-1-1 of the General Bylaws so that it shall read as 
follows: "The date of the Annual Town Meeting shall be the second 


Saturday in May, and the date of the Annual Town Election shall be 
the following Wednesday. A Special Town Meeting shall be held at 
the discretion of the Board of Selectmen on the 3rd Saturday in 
October on an annual basis. The Annual Town Meeting and the 
October Special Town Meeting shall be scheduled to commence not 
later then 10:00 A.M. on the date so specified and shall continue, 
subject to a quorum being present, until adjourned"; or take any 
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other action thereon. 
Upon motion made and duly seconded, Article 13 was defeated by 


majority voice vote. 
Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article One, 
Section 3 (first sentence) of the General bylaws so that it shall 


read as follows: 


Section 3. Quorum 


1-3-1 The quorum necessary for the transaction of any Town 
Meeting shall be one hundred voters; or take any other action 


thereon. 
Upon motion made and duly seconded, Article 14 was defeated by 


hand count vote, 88 in favor and 109 opposed. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
vote, .to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m. ‘to a timewcercain, 
Wednesday, May 15, at 7:15 p.m. in the Masconomet Regional High 


School auditorium. 


Registered voters attending the meeting were 295. 
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May 15, 1996 


Moderator DeWitt T. Minich called the second session of the 
Boxford Annual Town Meeting to order at 7:17 p.m. The articles of 
the warrant were disposed of as follows: 


HRHEEKKKRKEKKKKKKKEKEKKEKKKKKKKERKKEKKKKEKKREKERKERKREKRKEKKKEKRKEKKKEKKEKKEKKEKRKRKKEKE 


NOTE: At this time, we anticipate that Articles 15 and 16 will be 
offered as a "contingent appropriation". This means that although 
the appropriation for the article could be approved at the Annual 
Town Meeting, that appropriation would be fully contingent upon 
successful passage of a Proposition 2 1/2 override ballot question. 
Should the override question fail, the appropriation would be 


rendered null and void. 
KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KRKKKKRKEE 


ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will authorize the Treasurer with 
the approval of the Selectmen to borrow a sum of money to fund the 
architectural, designer and engineering services and to fund 
related permits and expenses necessary to obtain the required 
approvals and plans for the reconstruction and expansion of the 
current Police/Communications building (as shall be determined by 
the Board of Selectmen), said funds to be expended under the 
direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action 
thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to pass over Article 15. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will authorize the Treasurer with 
the approval of the Selectmen to borrow a sum of money to fund the 
architectural, designer and engineering services and to fund 
related permits and expenses necessary to obtain the required 
approvals and plans for the construction of a new Town Hall office 
building to house the Town Hall offices (as shall be determined by 
the Board of Selectmen), said funds to be expended under the 
direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action 
thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, Article 16 was defeated by 
hand count vote, 81 in favor and 140 opposed. 


Finance Committee recommended against adoption of this 
article. 


ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, the sum of $30,000 
for the repair, maintenance and painting of Town Buildings, said 
funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; 
or take any other action thereon. 
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Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend Article 17 by increasing the sum of money to 
$60,000. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $60,000 for the 
repair, maintenance and painting of Town Buildings, said funds to 
be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds the sum of $800.00 to 
be used by the Boxford Village Garden Club for Civic Beautification 
and landscaping of Town owned property, said funds to be spent 
under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other 
action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $800.00 to be 
used by the Boxford Village Garden Club for Civic Beautification 
and landscaping of Town owned property, said funds to be spent 
under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $26,690 to purchase 
and equip one new police cruiser, with new radio, and to authorize 
the Board of Selectmen to trade or dispose of any existing vehicles 
in any manner which they deem advisable, said funds to be spent 
under the direction of the Board of Se ee ne or take any other 
action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $26,690 to 
purchase and equip one new police cruiser, with new radio, and to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to trade or dispose of any 
existing vehicles in any manner which they deem advisable, said 
funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, the sum of $17,500 
to install an exhaust system in both the east and west Fire 
Stations; said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board 
of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, ‘to»transfer from free cash the. sum of Si7 S00n to 
install an exhaust system in both the east and west Fire Stations; 
said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 


Selectmen. 
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Finance Committee recommended against adoption of this 
article. 


ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to 
fund the purchase of a new grass mowing machine for the Department 
of Public Works, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to trade 
or dispose of any existing mowers in any manner which they deem 
advisable, said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board 
of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $12,500 to fund 
the purchase of a new grass mowing machine for the Department of 
Public Works, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to trade or 
dispose of any existing mowers in any manner which they deem 
advisable, said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board 
of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 22. To see if the Town will vote to rescind the action 
taken under Article 27 of the Warrant for the May 9, 1995 Annual 
Town Meeting which requested that the Selectmen petition the 
General Court to pass legislation to establish a Boxford Land Bank; 
or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to rescind the action taken under Article 27 of the 
Warrant for the May 9, 1995 Annual Town Meeting which requested 
that the Selectmen petition the General Court to pass legislation 
to establish a Boxford Land Bank 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to petition the General 
Court to pass legislation to establish a "Boxford Land Bank", the 
purpose of which is to acquire real estate interests for 
conservation or preservation of open spaces, wetlands, water 
resource areas, wild life areas, and for the purpose of providing 
town administered affordable housing, substituting new language (as 
shown printed in this warrant for annual town meeting) from that 
which was authorized by vote of the Town under Article 27 of the 
Warrant for the May 9, 1995 Annual Town Meeting (vote taken May 10, 
1995); or take any other action thereon. 

An amendment was moved and seconded to add to Article 23 the 
following phrase: with the exception that the words "without 
further approval" in Section 1 be replaced with "upon approval of 
Town Meeting." 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote to amend the primary amendment to include the words "a 
two-thirds vote" prior to "Town Meeting." 
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Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote to add to Article 23 the following phrase: with the 
exception that the words "without further approval" in Section 1 be 
replaced with "upon approval of a two-thirds vote of Town Meeting." 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 123 in favor and 114 opposed, to petition the General 
Court to pass legislation to establish a "Boxford Land Bank," the 
purpose of which is to acquire real estate interests for 
conservation or preservation of open spaces, wetlands, water 
resource areas, wild life areas, and for the purpose of providing 
land, or any other real property interest for town administered 
affordable housing, substituting new language (as shown printed in 
this warrant for annual town meeting) from that which was 
authorized by vote of the Town under Article 27 of the Warrant for 
the May 9, 1995 Annual Town Meeting (vote taken May 10, 1995) 
except that the words "without further approval" in Section 1 shall 
be replaced with "upon approval of a two-thirds vote of Town 
Meeting." 


Finance Committee recommended against adoption of this 
article: 


The text now reads as follows: 
An Act Establishing the Land Bank for the Town of Boxford 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 


Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law to the contrary, the Town of Boxford is hereby 
authorized to impose a fee on the transfer or conveyance of any 
real property interest in such municipality. Said fee shall be in 
the amount of one percent of the purchase price, or such lesser 
uniform percentage as may, from time to time, be established by 
Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Boxford. The fee imposed by 
this section shall be the liability of the purchaser of said real 
property interest. Said fee shall be paid to the Registry of Deeds 
of the County of Essex, who shall be designated as a deputy 
collector of fees for this purpose only by the collector of the 
municipality, and paid over by the register to the municipal 
treasurer, who shall maintain a separate account of the same for 
the purposes hereof. Such funds shall be used for the acquisition 
of land or any other real property interest or related services, 
for the purposes of providing land for conservation or preservation 
of open spaces, and for town administered affordable housing, as 
defined by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, land for recreation 
areas, or land for municipal uses. Such funds shall be 
administered by the Boxford.Land Bank Commission, as herein 
established. The Boxford Land Bank Commission may, upon approval 
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of a two-thirds vote of Town Meeting, expend such funds without 
limitation or borrow monies pursuant to applicable regulations for 
the purposes set forth herein. Said funds shall be distributed 
equitably, as determined by a majority vote of the Boxford Land 
Bank Commission, for the purposes set forth herein. Debt incurred 
for such purposes may be retired by expenditures from the fund 
established hereunder. Upon authorization by the local legislative 
body, the fee established hereby may be suspended; provided, 
however, that satisfactory provision is otherwise made for any 
outstanding debts incurred hereunder. The Boxford Land Bank 
Commission may accept gifts in furtherance of the purposes hereof 
on behalf of the town. 


Section 2. For the purposes of this act, the following words 
and phrases shall have the following meanings: 
"Boxford Land Bank Commission," commission composed of five 


representatives and two alternates. Three representatives are 


elected and two are appointed by the Board of Selectmen. The two 
alternates are appointed by the Board of Selectmen. 
Representatives and alternates will serve three year, staggered 
terms. 

"Collector", the Treasurer of the Town of Boxford. 

"Municipality", Town of Boxford, County of Essex. 

"Purchaser", the transferee, grantee, or recipient of any real 
property interests. 

"Purchase price", all consideration as recorded on the deed 
established by law or ordinance, paid or transferred by or on 
behalf of a purchaser to a seller or his nominee, or for his 
benefit, for the transfer of any real property interest, and shall 
include, but not be limited to, all cash or its equivalent so paid 
or transferred. 

"Real property interest", any present or future legal or 
equitable interest in or to real property, and any beneficiary in 
a trust which holds any legal or equitable interest in real 
property. 

"Register", the register of deeds for the Registry of Essex 
County or his designee. 

"Seller", the transferor, grantor or immediate former owner of 
any real property interest. 

"Time of Transfer", that time at which a transfer of any real 
property interest is legally effective as between the parties 
thereto, not later than the time of recording or filing. 


Section 3. The fee imposed by the section one shall be due 
and payable by the purchaser at the time of transfer, and the deed 
or other such instrument of conveyance shall have attached to it a 
statement signed under oath or the penalties of perjury by both the 
seller and the purchaser, or their legal representative, attesting 
to the true and complete purchase price. If‘an exemption, as 
defined below, is claimed, approval must be given and so stated in 
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writing by the Land Bank Commission and/or the Treasurer. The 
registrar shall certify thereon that the fee has been paid or the 
transfer is exempt from such fee and the basis for such exemption. 
The registrar shall not accept for recording a deed or other such 
instrument of conveyance unless it is in compliance with the 
requirements of this section. Any agreement between the purchaser 
and the seller or any other person with reference to the allocation 
of responsibility for bearing said fee shall not affect the 
liability of the purchaser. 


Section 4. The Treasurer of the Town of Boxford shall post a 
conspicuous notice informing the public of the fee established by 
Section One and the rate thereof. 


Section 5. The following transfers of real property interests 
shall be exempt from the fee established by Section One: 
a) Transfers to the government of the United States, the 
Commonwealth, and any of their instruments, agencies or their 
subdivisions. 
b) Transfers which, without additional consideration, confirn, 
correct, modify or supplement a transfer previously made. 
c) Transfers made as gifts without consideration. 
da) Transfers by operation of law without actual consideration, 
including, but not limited to, transfers occurring by virtue 
of death or bankruptcy of the owner of. a Yreal property 
interest. 
e) Transfers made in partition of land and improvements 
thereto, under Chapter Two Hundred Forty One of the general 
laws. 
f) Transfers to the public, any charitable organization as 
defined in the third clause of Section Five of Chapter Fifty 
Nine of the general laws or any religious organization, 
provided that the real property interests so transferred will 
be held by the purchaser solely for its public, charitable or 
religious purposes.: 
g) Transfers to a mortgagee in foreclosure of the mortgage 
held by such mortgagee and transfers of the property subject 
to a mortgage to the mortgagee in consideration of the 
forbearance of the mortgagee from foreclosing said mortgage. 
h) Transfers made to a corporation or partnership at the time 
of its formation, pursuant to which transfer, no gain or loss 
is recognized under the applicable provisions of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 
i) Transfers consisting of the division of marital asset under 
the provisions of Section Thirty Four of Chapter Two Hundred 
and Eight of the general laws or other provisions of law. 


Except as otherwise provided, the purchaser shall have the burden 


of proving to the Boxford Land Bank Commission that any transfer is 
exempt hereunder. 
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Section 6. The fee imposed by Section One of this act shall 
be in effect for a period of twenty years from the date of 
Pacilication of this act. 


HRREAEKKKKEKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKRKKEKEKEKKKREKRKREKEKKEKEKRKEKRKKKKKKKKKKKKK KKK KKKKKKKKER 


NOTE: At this time, we anticipate that Articles 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29 and 30 will be offered as a "contingent appropriation". 
This means that although the appropriation for the article could be 
approved at the Annual Town Meeting, that appropriation would be 
fully contingent upon successful passage of a Proposition 2 1/2 
override ballot question. Should the override question fail, the 


appropriation would be rendered null and void. 
KREEKEKKEKERKEEKKEKKEKRKRREKKEEKRKREKRKKKEKKKKEKKEKEKKKKEKKKKKKKKRKKKKKKRKKKRKKKKKKKKEE 


ARTICLE 24. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $30,000 for the 
repair, maintenance and painting of Municipal Buildings; said funds 
to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take 
any other action thereon. 

_ Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous. 
voice vote to pass over Article 24. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 25. Tomsee if the Town will vote to’ raise’ and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, the sum of $30,000 
to fund the purchase of a new one ton GVW cab and chassis, with new 
plow frame for the Department of Public Works, said funds to be 
spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any 
other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $30,000 to fund the 
purchase of a new one ton GVW cab and chassis, with new plow frame 
for the Department of Public Works, said funds to be spent under 
the direction of the Board of Selectmen; said appropriation 
contingent upon the successful passage of a Proposition 2-1/2 
override ballot question. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 26. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to purchase 
computer and related technology hardware and software, including: 
CPU’s, monitors, printers, scanners, modems, portable word 
processors, work stations, carts and other peripherals, equipment, 
software licenses and support, and all other incidental items 
necessary to implement the second year of a five year technology 
plan for the Boxford Elementary Schools, said funds to be spent 
under the direction of the Boxford Elementary School Committee; or 


take any other action thereon. 
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Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $87,090 to purchase 
computer and related technology hardware and software, including: 
CPU’s, monitors, printers, scanners, modems, portable word 
processors, work stations, carts and other peripherals, equipment, 
software licenses and support, and all other incidental items 
necessary to implement the second year of a five year technology 
plan for the Boxford Elementary Schools, said funds to be spent 
under the direction of the Boxford Elementary School Committee; 
seid appropriation contingent upon the successful passage of a 
Proposition 2-1/2 override question. 


Finance Committee recommended against adoption of this 
article. 


ARTICLE 27. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $25,000 to be added to 
the Conservation Fund; said funds to be spent under the direction 
of the Conservation Commission; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, Article 27 was defeated by 
majority voice vote. 

Finance Committee recommended against adoption of this 
article. 


ARTICLE 28. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $30,000 to fund the 
drainage and other regrading and repairs to the Chadwick Soccer 
Field; said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $30,000 to fund the 
drainage and other regrading and repairs to the Chadwick Soccer 
Field; said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen; said appropriation contingent upon the successful 
passage of a Proposition 2-1/2 override ballot question. 


‘Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 29. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the 
fencing, site work, construction and for the purchase of one or 
more roll-off containers and other expenses related to the moving 
and setting up of a drop-off recycling center at the landfill, said 
funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or 
take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to fund the 
fencing, site work, construction and for the purchase of one or 
more roll-off containers and other expenses related to the moving 
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and setting up of a drop-off recycling center at the landfill, said 
funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; 
said appropriation contingent upon the successful passage of a 
Proposition 2-1/2 override ballot question. 


Finance Committee recommended against adoption of this 
article. 


ARTICLE 30. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen to borrow a sum of 
money to fund the reconstruction of the Johnson Field athletic 
facility, said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board 
of Health; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 30. 


ARTICLE 31. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, or 
transfer from available funds, a sum of money to be paid as a lump 
sum to the Essex County Retirement Fund, for the purpose of 
relieving the Town from all obligations related to the retirement 
pension of former Boxford & Wenham Health District Health Agent, 
John Romanski; or take any other action thereon. 


Finance Committee recommended a five year payment plan. 


Explanation: Lump Sum Now: 559.7163 
Spread Out Over 5 years 13,720/yr (total=$68,600) 
Spread Out Over 12 year 7,269/yr (total=$87,228) 
Boxford’s portion of this cost is 61.5% regardless of the option 
selected. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by unanimous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $8,438 to be spread 
out over five years to the Essex County Retirement Fund, for the 
purpose of relieving the Town from all obligations related to the 
retirement pension of former Boxford & Wenham Health District 
Health Agent, John Romanski. Boxford’s portion of this cost is 
61.5%% 


KREKKAKKKKKKKKK KKK KKK KEKKKEEEKRKEKRKKKKKRKKKKKRKKKKKRKKKKKKKE 
NOTE: At this time, we anticipate that Articles 32 and 33 will be 
offered as a "contingent appropriation". This means that although 
the appropriation for the article could be approved at the Annual 
Town Meeting, that appropriation would be fully contingent upon 
successful passage of a Proposition 2 1/2 override ballot question. 
Should the override question fail, the appropriation would be 


rendered null and void. 
KKK KKK KK HK KKK IKK KKK REKKRKRERKREKKREKKKRKKEKKKKKK KKK KKK KKK K 
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ARTICLE 32. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen to borrow, an amount 
to enable the Conservation Commission to purchase or otherwise 
acquire for Conservation purposes, to be managed by the 
Conservation Commission pursuant to MGL, Chapter 40, Section 8C, a 
7.8 acre parcel of land (more or less) located on Lake Shore Road 
adjacent to Hovey’s Pond; said purchase to be contingent upon the 
approval by the Division of Conservation Services of the Executive 
Office of Environmental Affairs of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for partial funding to the Town through the "Self 
Help Grant Program" of at least 50% of the acquisition price; or 
take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, Article 32 was defeated by 
hand count vote, 17 in favor and 176 opposed. 


Finance Committee recommended against adoption of this 
aACEIGle. 


ARTICLE 33. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen to borrow, an amount 
to enable the Conservation Commission to purchase or otherwise 
acquire for Conservation purposes, to be managed by the 
Conservation Commission pursuant to MGL, Chapter 40, Section 8C, a 
56.2 acre parcel of land (more or less) located on Main Street 
adjacent to Kimball Pond; said purchase to be contingent upon the 
approval by the Division of Conservation Services of the Executive 
Office of Environmental Affairs of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for partial funding to the Town through the "Self 
Help Grant Program" of at least 50% of the acquisition price; or 
take any other action thereon. 

A motion to postpone this article and to adjourn this Town 
Meeting was defeated by a hand count vote, 82 in favor and 104 
opposed. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 139 in favor ‘and 43 opposed, to ‘anthorize the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen to borrow $450,000 to 
enable the Conservation Commission to purchase or otherwise acquire 
for Conservation purposes, to be managed by the Conservation 
Commission pursuant to MGL, Chapter 40, Section 8C, a 56.2 acre 
parcel of land (more or less) located on Sheffield Road adjacent to 
Kimball Pond; identified as Parcel "B" as shown on a plan of land 
prepared for Peter J. Shulman, Main Street, Boxford, MA by 
Martinaze Engineering Associates, Inc., Reading, MA, dated November 
9, 1995; said plan filed with the Town Clerk; said purchase to be 
contingent upon the approval by the Division of Conservation 
Services of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for partial funding to the Town 
through the "Self Help Grant Program" of at least 50% of the 
acquisition price; said authorization contingent upon successful 
passage of a Proposition 2-1/2 override question. 
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Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
vote, to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m. to a time certain, 
Wednesday, May 22, at 7:15 p.m. in the Masconomet Regional High 
School auditorium. 


Registered voters attending the meeting were 268. 
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May 22, 1996 


Moderator DeWitt T. Minich called the third session of the 
Boxford Annual Town Meeting to order at 7:19 p.m. The articles of 
the warrant were disposed of as follows: 


ARTICLE 34. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
or transfer from available funds a sum of money to fund a 
feasibility study for an addition to and renovation of the existing 
Junior/Senior High School of the Masconomet Regional School 
District; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,445 to fund a 
feasibility study for an addition to and renovation of the existing 
Junior/Senior High School of the Masconomet Regional School 
Distrrct. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 35. To see if the Town will vote to accept the proposal 
of the Masconomet Regional School District voted on January 17, 
1996 to amend the Agreement establishing the Masconomet Regional 
School District by deleting Section 1 in its entirety and 
substituting the following: 


Section I - The Regional District School Committee 


A. Powers, Duties and Composition 
The powers and duties of the Regional School District shall be 


vested in and exercised by the Regional School District Committee 
sometimes called the Committee. The Committee shall consist of 
thirteen (13) members; four (4) from Middleton; four (4) from 
Topsfield; and five (5) from Boxford. 


3" Interim Committee: 

Within 30 days after the passage of this Amendment to the 
Masconomet Regional School District Agreement by the member towns, 
an interim Committee will be established which will consist of the 
four elected members from the Town of Topsfield; the four elected 
members from the Town of Boxford plus one member from the Town of 
Boxford appointed by the selectmen of the Town of Boxford and the 
remaining interim Committee members from Boxford, said appointed 
member to serve until the next annual election; the three elected 
members from the Town of Middleton plus one member from the Town of 
Middleton appointed by the Selectmen of the Town of Middleton and 
the remaining interim Committee members from Middleton, said 
appointed member to serve until the next annual election. 


Ce Elected Members: 


At the annual Town elections in 1997, each Town shall elect members 
of the Committee. All elected members of the interim Committee 
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shall continue to serve out their terms on the Committee. The Town 
of Boxford shall elect one additional member of the School 
Committee to replace the appointed member for a three year tern. 
The Town of Middleton shall elect one additional member to replace 
the appointed member for a three year term. At the expiration of 
the term of office of each elected member, the member town shall, 
at its annual election, elect a member to serve for a term of three 
years or until his or her successor is elected and qualified. 


D. Vacancies: 

If a vacancy occurs among the members, the Selectmen and the 
remaining Committee members from the town concerned shall appoint 
a member to serve until the next annual election, at which election 
a successor shall be elected to serve for the balance of the 
unexpired term, if any. 


Ve Quorum: 


The quorum of the Committee for the transaction of business shall 
be a majority of the entire membership, but a lesser number may 
adjourn. 


oa Organization: 
Promptly upon the appointment and qualification of the initial 


members and annually thereafter upon the election or appointment 
and qualification of successors, the Committee shall organize and 
choose by ballot a chairman from its own membership. At the same 
meeting, or at any other meeting, the Committee shall appoint a 
treasurer and secretary who may be the same person but who need not 
be members of the Committee, choose such other officers as it deems 
advisable, determine the terms of office of its officers (except 
the Chairman who shall be elected annually as provided above) and 
prescribe the powers and duties of any of its officers, fix the 
time and place for its regular meetings, and provide for the 
calling of special meetings; or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to accept the proposal of the Masconomet Regional 
School District voted on January 17, 1996 to amend the Agreement 
establishing the Masconomet Regional School District by deleting 
Section 1 in its entirety and substituting the following: 


Section I - The Regional District School Committee 


Ad Powers, Duties and Composition 
The powers and duties of the Regional School District shall be 


vested in and exercised by the Regional School District Committee 
sometimes called the Committee. The Committee shall consist of 
thirteen (13) members; four (4) from Middleton; four (4) from 
Topsfield; and five (5) from Boxford. 
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Be Interim Committee: 

Within 30 days after the passage of this Amendment to the 
Masconomet Regional School District Agreement by the member towns, 
an interim Committee will be established which will consist of the 
four elected members from the Town of Topsfield; the four elected 
members from the Town of Boxford plus one member from the Town of 
Boxford appointed by the selectmen of the Town of Boxford and the 
remaining interim Committee members from Boxford, said appointed 
member to serve until the next annual election; the three elected 
members from the Town of Middleton plus one member from the Town of 
Middleton appointed by the Selectmen of the Town of Middleton and 
the remaining interim Committee members from Middleton, said 
appointed member to serve until the next annual election. 


Cr Elected Members: 
At the annual Town elections in 1997, each Town shall elect members 
of the Committee. All elected members of the interim Committee 


shall continue to serve out their terms on the Committee. The Town 
of Boxford shall elect one additional member of the School 
Committee to replace the appointed member for a three year term. 
The Town of Middleton shall elect one additional member to replace 
the appointed member for a three year term. At the expiration of 
the term of office of each elected member, the member town shall, 
at its annual election, elect a member to serve for a term of three 
years or until his or her successor is elected and qualified. 


D. Vacancies: 

If a vacancy occurs among the members, the Selectmen and the 
remaining Committee members from the town concerned shall appoint 
a member to serve until the next annual election, at which election 
a successor shall be elected to serve for the balance of the 
unexpired term, if any. 


E. Quorum: 
The quorum of the Committee for the transaction of business shall 


be a majority of the entire membership, but a lesser number may 
adjourn. 


FE. Organization: 
Promptly upon the appointment and qualification of the initial 


members and annually thereafter upon the election or appointment 
and qualification of successors, the Committee shall organize and 
choose by ballot a chairman from its own membership. At the same 
meeting, or at any other meeting, the Committee shall appoint a 
treasurer and secretary who may be the same person but who need not 
be members of the Committee, choose such other officers as it deems 
advisable, determine the terms of office of its officers (except 
the Chairman who shall be elected annually as provided above) and 
prescribe the powers and duties of any of its officers, fix the 
time and place for its regular meetings, and provide for the 
calling of special meetings. 
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Finance Committee supported adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 36. To. see of the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, the sum of $5,000 to 
be used to obtain appraisals of real estate and other professional 
services related to the evaluation of land for potential 
acquisition by the Town of Boxford, said funds to be spent under 
the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action 
thereon. : 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanixzous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be used 
to obtain appraisals of real estate and other professional services 
related to the evaluation of land for potential acquisition by the 
Town of Boxford, said funds to be spent under the direction of the 
Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 37. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
ANDREWS FARM ROAD in its entirety from station 00+00 to 18.54.51 as 
shown on the plan entitled "As-Built Plan of Andrews Farm 
Subdivision, Boxford, MA prepared for 94 Lockwood Lane Realty 
Trust, Douglas R. Conn, Trustee, and 15 Silverbrook Road Realty 
Trust, Douglas R. Conn, Trustee; Engineer, Hancock Survey, Inc., 
dated April 24, 1995" and recorded in the Essex South District 
Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 307, Plan 19_including any easements 
appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 37. 


ARTICLE 38. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
UPTON LANE in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 5.24.93 as 
shown on plan entitled, "Asbuilt Plan of Andrews Farm Subdivision 
Plan", Boxford MA, prepared for Douglas R. Conn, Trustee, 94 
Lockwood Lane Realty Trust and 15 Silverbrook Road Realty Trust, 
Douglas R. Conn, Trustee; Engineer, Hancock Survey, Inc., dated 
April 24, 1995, and recorded in the Essex South District Registry 
of Deeds, Plan Book 307 Plan 20 including any easements appurtenant 
thereto; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 38. 


ARTICLE 39. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 


as a public way: 

GREAT POND DRIVE beginning on Baldpate Road from station 0+00 to 
station 15+00 as shown on a plan entitled, "Asbuilt Subdivision 
Plan of Great Pond Drive Phase II, Boxford, MA prepared for 
Baldpate Pond Limited partnership, Engineer, Thomas E. Neve 
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Associates, Inc., dated October 5, 1995", and recorded in the Essex 
South District Registry of Deeds, Land Court Certificate #64106, 
Plan #29220E including any easements appurtenant thereto; or take 
any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 39. 


ARTICLE 40. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
CREAT POND DRIVE from station 15+00 to station 34+54.47 as shown on 
a plan entitled, "Asbuilt Subdivision Plan of Great Pond Drive 
Phase IV, Boxford, MA prepared for Baldpate Pond Limited 
Partnership, Engineer, Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., dated 
February 16, 1996" and recorded in the Essex South District 
Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 297, Plan #2 including any easements 
appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 40. 


ARTICLE 41. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
GREAT POND DRIVE beginning on Georgetown Road at station 63+64.03 
to station 49+69.10 as shown on a plan entitled "As-Built 
Subdivision Plan of Great Pond Drive Phase III, Boxford, MA 
prepared for Baldpate Pond Limited Partnership, Engineer, Thomas E. 
Neve Associates, Inc., dated October 9, 1995 and recorded in the 
Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 292, Plan #35 
including any easements appurtenant thereto; or take any other 
action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 41. 


ARTICLE 42. To see if the Town will vote to accept the ee 
as a public way: 
MORNINGSIDE CIRCLE in its entirety from station 0+00 to tation 
8+55.20 as shown on plan entitled, "Asbuilt Subdivision Plan Great 
Pond Drive Phase II, Boxford, MA prepared for Baldpate Pond Limited 
Partnership; Engineer, Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., dated 
October 5, 1995", and recorded in the Essex South District Registry 
of Deeds, Plan Book 291, Plan #83 including any easements 
appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 42. 


ARTICLE 43. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 

CARRIAGE HOUSE LANE in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 
10+72.02 as shown on plan entitled, "Asbuilt Subdivision Plan of 
Carriage House Lane, Baldpate.Pond Subdivision Phase I, Boxford, 
MA, prepared for Baldpate Pond Limited Partnership; Engineer, 
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Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., dated February 8, 1995", and 
recorded in the Essex South Registry of Deeds, Land Court 
Serra tecace #764106, Plan #29220E including any easements 
appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 43. 


ARTICLE 44. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 

BENNETT ROAD in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 15+00 as 
shown on a plan entitled, "As-Built Subdivision Plan of Farrwood 
Estates, Bennett Road, Boxford, MA, prepared for Arbella Crossing 
Realty Trust of 1993, dated February 21, 1995, revised September 6, 
1995; Engineer, Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., and recorded in 
the Essex South District Registry of Deeds as Plan 52 in Plan Book 
288 and recorded in the Land Court Registration Office as Plan 


434498F including any easements appurtenant thereto; or take any 


other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to accept the following as a public way: 
BENNETT ROAD in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 15+00 as 
shown on a plan entitled, "As-Built Subdivision Plan of Farrwood 
Estates, Bennett Road, Boxford, MA, prepared for Arbella Crossing 
Realty Trust of 1993, dated February 21, 1995, revised September 6, 
1995; Engineer, Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., and recorded in 
the Essex South District Registry of Deeds as Plan 52 in Plan Book 
288 and recorded in the Land Court Registration Office as Plan 
434498F including any easements appurtenant thereto. 


ARTICLE 45. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
HUNTER’S ROAD in its entirety from Station 0700: “Co 715497550" 7as 
shown on plan entitled "As-Built Plan & Profile, Hunter’s Road, 
Boxford, MA, dated September 15, 1994; prepared for Hay Meadow 
Realty Trust, Harry G. Koniares, Trustee, Engineer: Hayes 
Engineering, Inc., 603 Salem Street, Wakefield, MA and recorded in 
the Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 256, Plan 38 
including any easements appurtenant thereto; or take any other 
action thereon. 

‘Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to accept the following as a public way: 
HUNTER’S ROAD in its entirety from station 0+00 to 15+97.30 as 
shown on plan entitled "As-Built Plan & Profile, Hunter’s Road, 
Boxford, MA, dated September 15, 1994; prepared for Hay Meadow 
Realty eTrust,» Harry G. Koniares, Trustee, Engineer: Hayes 
Engineering, Inc., 603 Salem Street, Wakefield, MA and recorded in 
the Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 296, Plan #1 
including any easements appurtenant thereto. 
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ARTICLE 46. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as public ways: 
BERRY PATCH LANE in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 
14+65.00 as shown on a plan entitled "As-Built Plan of Berry Patch 
Lane, Boxford, MA, prepared for Gwen S. Washburn, Engineer; Hancock 
Survey Associates, Inc., dated December 10, 1993", and recorded at 
the Essex South Registry of Deeds; Plan Book 8802 including any 
easements appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 
Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to accept the following as public ways: 
BERRY PATCH LANE in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 
14+65.00 as shown on a plan entitled "As-Built Plan of Berry Patch 
Lane, Boxford, MA, prepared for Gwen S. Washburn, Engineer; Hancock 
Survey Associates, Inc., dated December 10, 1993", and recorded at 
the Essex South Registry of Deeds; Plan Book 8802, Plan #52, 
including any easements appurtenant thereto. 


ARTICLE 47. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
KING EDWARD COURT from station 0+00 to station 7+67.55 as shown on 
a plan entitle "As-Built Subdivision Plan of King Edward Court, 
Boxford, MA, prepared by Jack Masterson; Engineer, Thomas E. Neve 
Associates, Inc., dated February, 14, 1996; and recorded in Essex 
South District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 284, Plan #4 including 
any easements appurtenant thereto; or take any other action 
thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 47. 


ARTICLE 48. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
PEARL ROAD EXTENSION in its entirety from gtaunon 00+00 to station 
5+35.80 as shown on plan entitled "Asbuilt Subdivision Plan of 
Pearl Road, West Parish, Boxford, MA prepared for Charles R. 
Rounds, Jr., Trustee; Engineer, Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., 
dated September 20, 1995", and filed in the Essex South District 
Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 237, Plan #47 including any easements 
appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to accept the following as a public way: 
PEARL ROAD EXTENSION in its entirety from station 00+00 to station 
5+35.80 as shown on plan entitled "As-built Subdivision Plan of 
Pearl Road, West Parish, Boxford, MA prepared for Charles R. 
Rounds, Jr., Trustee; Engineer, Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., 
dated September 20, 1995", and filed in the Essex South District 
Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 237, Plan #47 including any easements 
appurtenant thereto. 


ARTICLE 49. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
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TOWNSEND FARM ROAD in its entirety from station 0+00 to 66+36, as 
shown on a plan "Asbuilt Plan of Townsend Farms Subdivision", 
Boxford, MA, prepared for Middleton Road Boxford Realty Trust, 
Douglas R. Conn and Peter S. Confalone, Trustees; Engineer, Hancock 
Survey, Inc., dated December 10, 1993 and filed in the Essex South 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 307, Plan #19 including any 
easements appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 
Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to accept the following as a public way: 
TOWNSEND FARM ROAD in its entirety from station 0+00 to 66+36, as 
shown on a plan "As-built Plan of Townsend Farms Subdivision", 
Boxford, MA, prepared for Middleton Road Boxford Realty Trust, 
Douglas R. Conn and Peter S. Confalone, Trustees; Engineer, Hancock 
Survey, Inc., dated December 10, 1993 and filed in the Essex South 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 307, Plan #19 including any 
easements appurtenant thereto. 


ARTICLE 50. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following 
as a public way: 
PERLEY LANE in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 4+35.42, 
as shown on a plan "Asbuilt Plan of Townsend Farms Subdivision", 
Boxford, MA, prepared for Middleton Road Boxford Realty Trust, 
Douglas R. Conn and Peter S. Confalone, Trustees; Engineer Hancock 
Survey, Inc., dated December 10, 1993, and filed in the Essex South 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 307, Plan #19 including any 
easements appurtenant thereto; or take any other action thereon. 
Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to accept the following as a public way: 
PERLEY LANE in its entirety from station 0+00 to station 4+35.42, 
as shown on a plan "As-built Plan of Townsend Farms Subdivision", 
Boxford, MA, prepared for Middleton Road Boxford Realty Trust, 
Douglas R. Conn and Peter S. Confalone, Trustees; Engineer Hancock 
Survey, Inc., dated December 10, 1993, and filed in the Essex South 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 307, Plan #19 including any 


easements appurtenant thereto. 


ARTICLE 51. To see if the Town will vote to enact a Pond 
Watershed Overlay District by approving the following amendments to 
Boxford’s Zoning Bylaw: 


a) Inserting in Section 1 (the preamble) after the phrase "to 
conserve health" the phrase "to preserve the integrity of the water 


supply." 
b) Ghanging “Section II from* seven districts “to “eight 


districts and adding: 
"g. Pond Watershed Overlay District" 


c) Adding to Section V a new Subsection I to read: 


I. Pond Watershed Overlay District 
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The Pond Watershed Overlay District consists of the mapped 
watersheds to Boxford’s fresh water ponds. Long considered one of 
the Town’s most significant natural resources, Boxford’s numerous 
fresh water ponds are threatened by land based activities within 
the pond watersheds, including residential development, removal of 
natural vegetative growth and waterfowl. Of particular concern are 
elevated levels of nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus, 
present in the Town’s surface waters. Excessive nutrients will 
cause pond water quality to decline, create noxious odors, increase 
growth of nuisance plants and reduce values of property within the 
ponds’ watersheds. 


The purpose of this District is to identify land areas that provide 
recharge and runoff to Boxford’s fresh water ponds by incorporating 
these contributing areas into the Town’s Zoning Map, Zoning Bylaws 
and other regulatory tools, as amended. 


Permitted Uses: In any lot created after the adoption of this 
amendment, 


1) The Pond Watershed Overlay District shall be considered to be 
superimposed over any other district established in this bylaw. 
Land in a Pond Watershed Overlay District may be used for any 
purpose otherwise permitted in the underlying district, subject to 
the additional restrictions presented herein. Land located such 
that the site lies partially within an Overlay District shall be 
governed by the restrictions applicable to the zoning district in 
which the part of the land is located. 


2) Within a Pond Watershed Overlay District, no principal or 
accessory structure shall be constructed within one hundred (100) 
feet of the high water mark of a pond. Excluded from this 
prohibition, subject to other applicable regulations in the Town of 
Boxford, are structures commonly referred to as "duck walks," 
landings, docks, and piers. 


3) Within a Pond Watershed Overlay District, no land area within 
three hundred (300) feet of a measured high water mark of a pond 
shall consist of cultivated lawn greater than five thousand (5,000) 
square feet on any single lot. 


4) For a distance of at least fifty (50) feet from the high water 
mark of any pond within a Pond Watershed Overlay District, natural 
vegetation shall be left in its natural state, except for a path, 
not to exceed five (5) feet in width. Vegetation that poses a 
threat to persons or property may be removed, subject to other 
applicable regulations in the Town of Boxford; or take any other 
action thereon. : 
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EXPLANATION: The creation of a new Pond Watershed Overlay District 
will provide a zoning mechanism to prevent new construction in the 
vicinity of specific Boxford ponds from adversely affecting the 
quality of the water in those ponds. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 101 in favor and 49 opposed, to enact a Pond Watershed 
Overlay District by approving the following amendments to Boxford’s 
Zoning Bylaw: 


a) Inserting in Section 1 (the preamble) after the phrase "to 
conserve health" the phrase "to preserve the integrity of the water 
supply." 

b) Changing Section II from seven districts to eight 
districts and adding: 

"8. Pond Watershed Overlay District" 
c) Adding to Section V a new Subsection I to read: 


I. Pond Watershed Overlay District 


The Pond Watershed Overlay District consists of the mapped 
watersheds to Boxford’s fresh water ponds. Long considered one of 
the Town’s most significant natural resources, Boxford’s numerous 
fresh water ponds are threatened by land based activities within 
the pond watersheds, including residential development, removal of 
natural vegetative growth and waterfowl. Of particular concern are 
elevated levels of nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus, 
present in the Town’s surface waters. Excessive nutrients will 
cause pond water quality to decline, create noxious odors, increase 
growth of nuisance plants and reduce values of property within the 
ponds’ watersheds. 


The purpose of this District is to identify land areas that provide 
recharge and runoff to Boxford’s fresh water ponds by incorporating 
these contributing areas into the Town’s Zoning Map, Zoning Bylaws 
and other regulatory tools, as amended. 


Permitted Uses: In any lot created after the adoption of this 
amendment, 


1) The Pond Watershed Overlay District shall be considered to be 
superimposed over any other district established in this bylaw. 
Land in a Pond Watershed Overlay District may be used for any 
purpose otherwise permitted in the underlying district, subject to 
the additional restrictions presented herein. Land located such 
that the site lies partially within an Overlay District shall be 
governed by the restrictions applicable to the zoning district in 
which the part of the land is located. 
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2) Within a Pond Watershed Overlay District, no principal or 
accessory structure shall be constructed within one hundred (100) 
feet of the high water mark of a pond. Excluded from this 
prohibition, subject to other applicable regulations in the Town of 
Boxford, are structures commonly referred to as "duck walks," 
landings, docks, and piers. 


3) Within a Pond Watershed Overlay District, no land area within 
three hundred (300) feet of a measured high water mark of a pond 
shall consist of cultivated lawn greater than five thousand (5,000) 
square feet on any single lot. 


4) For a distance of at least twenty five (25) feet from the high 
water mark of any pond within a Pond Watershed Overlay District, 
natural vegetation shall be left in its natural state, except for 
a path, not to exceed seven (7) feet in width. Dead or dying 
vegetation that poses a threat to persons or property may be 
removed, subject to other applicable regulations in the Town of 
Boxford. 
A 2/3 vote was required. 


ARTICLE 52. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Map 
of the Town of Boxford dated August 1993 to add a Pond Watershed 
Overlay District around Baldpate Pond, as shown on a map dated 
March 26, 1996, filed with the Town Clerk; or take any other action 
thereon. 


EXPLANATION: The inclusion of Baldpate Pond in the Pond Watershed 
Overlay District will regulate new construction in its watershed to 
prevent an adverse impact on the quality of its water. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 113 in favor and 23 opposed, to amend the Zoning Map of 
the Town of Boxford dated August 1993 to add a Pond Watershed 
Overlay District around Baldpate Pond, as shown on a map dated 
March 26, 1996, filed with the Town Clerk. 

A 2/3 vote was required. 


ARTICLE 53. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Map 
of the Town of Boxford dated August 1993 to add a Pond Watershed 
Overlay District around Hovey’s Pond, as shown on a map dated March 
26, 1996, filed with the Town Clerk; or take any other action 
thereon. 


EXPLANATION: The inclusion of Hovey’s Pond in the Pond Watershed 
Overlay District will regulate new construction in its watershed to 
prevent an adverse impact on the quality of its water. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 108 in favor and 24 opposed, to amend the Zoning Map of 
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the Town of Boxford dated August 1993 to add a Pond Watershed 
Overlay District around Hovey’s Pond, as shown on a map dated March 
267708906... led with. the.Town Clerk. 

A 2/3 vote was required. 


ARTICLE 54. To see of the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Map 
of the Town of Boxford dated August 1993 to add a Pond Watershed 
Overlay District around Stiles Pond, as shown on a map dated March 
26, eweo 26 )eera bed) with. the Town Clerk; or. take any other action 
thereon. 


EXPLANATION: The inclusion of Stiles Pond on the Pond Watershed 
Overlay District will regulate new construction in its watershed to 
prevent an adverse impact on the quality of its water. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 112 in favor and 21 opposed, to amend the Zoning Map of 
the Town of Boxford dated August 1993 to add a Pond Watershed 
Overlay District around Stiles Pond, as shown on a map dated March 
26, 1996, filed with the Town Clerk. 

A 2/3 vote was required. 


ARTICLE 55. To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Bylaw as it 
pertains to Section III - Existing Uses, by deleting subsection 
[tt wen ees easeeite 1S presently written, and substituting NEW 
subsections 3 3(a) (1-2) as follows: 


= Oe Pre-existing, non conforming structures or uses may be 
extended, altered or changed only by special permit from the Board 
of Appeals. Any such change, extension or alteration shall not be 
substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the 
existing non conforming uses or structure. 


a. Recognizing the need to provide some guidelines for 
determining relative detrimentality, and recognizing that there are 
basic and consistent principles of zoning which are broadly 
accepted, the following standards shall apply to the granting of a 
special permit under this section: 


a mA The standards of Section X. D 


2. The change or alteration of the structure or use may be 
allowed as maintaining or lessening any nonconformity without 
having to meet existing dimensional requirements. However, the 
extension of a structure or expansion of a use may be considered a 
detriment after the Board of Appeals considers whether the 
extension or expansion extends or creates a new dimensional 
nonconformity, impairs views or vistas, negatively impacts on 
ground or surface water quality or does not reasonably conform to 
the average dimensions found in the neighborhood. 
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Shir Where the proposed use is regulated by other sections of 
this Bylaw, the applicable standards of those sections shall also 
be considered in determining whether the proposal is substantially 
more detrimental; or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 55. 


ARTICLE 56. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw 
of the Town of Boxford by adding the following sentence at the end 
of the first paragraph of Section VII A 


"to be considered incidental, the total volume of material remcved 
may not exceed 500 cubic yards"; or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to pass over Article 56. 


ARTICLE 57. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 12 of 
the General Bylaws called WETLAND PROTECTION BYLAW as follows: 


Section 2: JUuULrisadLction 
Add new paragraph: 


The Pond Watershed Overlay District 


Section 4: Application for Permits and Requests for Determination 


of Applicability 
Third paragraph: 


The Commission is authorized to require the applicant to pay 
reasonable costs and expenses for expert consultation deemed 
necessary by the Commission to review the Notice of Intent (NOI), 


Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) or resource 
delineation. (remainder unchanged) 


Section 6: Permits, Determinations and Conditions 
After fourth paragraph, add: 


No work proposed in any permit application shall be undertaken 
until the permit issued by the Commission with respect to such work 
has been recorded in the Registry of Deeds or, if the land affected 
is registered land, in the registry section of the Land Court for 
the district wherein the land lies and until the holder of the 
permit certifies in writing to the Commission that the permit has 
been recorded. 


Section 8: Definitions 
Add the following definitions: 
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The term "Vernal Pool" shall include a confined basin depression of 
any size which, at least in most years, holds water for a minimum 
of two continuous months during the spring and/or summer, which is 
free of naturally occurring fish populations and which contains 
evidence of breeding by obligate vernal pool species as recognized 
by Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program. 


The term "Pond" shall include any substantially open body of fresh 
water with a surface area observed or recorded within the last ten 
years of at least 10,000 square feet. Ponds may be either 
naturally occurring or man-made by impoundment, excavation, or 
otherwise. Ponds shall contain standing water except for periods 
of extended drought. For purposes of this definition, extended 
drought shall mean any period of four or more months during which 
the average rainfall for each month is 50% or less of the ten year 
average for that same month. 


Notwithstanding the above, the following man-made bodies of open 
water shall not be considered ponds: 
(a) swimming pools or other impervious man-made basins; and 
(b) individual gravel pits or quarries excavated from upland 
areas unless inactive for five or more consecutive years. 


At the end of Section 8, add the following: 


(k) Incremental activities which have, or may have a 
cumulative adverse impact on the resource areas protected by this 
bylaw. 


Except as otherwise provided in this bylaw or in regulations of the 
Commission, the definitions of terms in this bylaw shall be as set 
forth in the Wetlands Protection Act. M.G.L., Ch. 131, Section 40 
and Regulations, 310 CMR 10.00. 


(1) Application of pesticides or herbicides: 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend Article 12 of the General Bylaws called 
WETLAND PROTECTION BYLAW as follows: 


Section 2: Jurisdiction 
Add new paragraph: 


The Pond Watershed Overlay District 


Section 4: Application for Permits and Requests for Determination 


of Applicability 
Third paragraph: 
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The. Commission is ,authorized to require’ the” appiicancuscea nav 
reasonable costs and expenses for expert consultation deemed 
necessary by the Commission to review the Notice of Intent (NOT), 
Request for Determination of Applicabilit RDA) or resource 
delineation. (remainder unchanged) 


Section 6: Permits, Determinations and Conditions 
After fourth paragraph, add: 


No work proposed in any permit application shall be undertaken 
until the permit issued by the Commission with respect to such work 
has been recorded in the Registry of Deeds or, if the land affected 
is registered land, in the registry section of the Land Court for 
the district wherein the land lies and until the holder of the 

permit certifies in writing to the Commission that the permit has 
been recorded. 


Section 8: Definitions 
Add the following definitions: 


The term "Vernal Pool" shall include a confined basin depression of 
any size which, at least in most years, holds water for a minimum 
of two continuous months during the spring and/or summer, which is 
free of naturally occurring fish populations and which contains 
evidence of breeding by obligate vernal pool species as recognized 
by Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program. 


The term "Pond" shall include any substantially open body of fresh 
water with a surface area observed or recorded within the last ten 
years of at least 10,000 square feet. Ponds may be either 
naturally occurring or man-made by impoundment, excavation, or 
otherwise. Ponds shall contain standing water except for periods 
of extended drought. For purposes of this definition, extended 
drought shall mean any period of four or more months during which 
the average rainfall for each month is 50% or less of the ten year 
average for that same month. 


Notwithstanding the above, the following man-made bodies of open 
water shall not be considered ponds: 
(a) swimming pools or other impervious man-made basins; and 
(b) individual gravel pits or quarries excavated from upland 
areas unless inactive for five or more consecutive years. 


At the end of Section 8, add the following: 
(k) Incremental activities which have, or may have a 


cumulative adverse impact on the resource areas protected by this 
bylaw. 
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Except as otherwise provided in this bylaw or in regulations of the 
Commission, the definitions of terms in this bylaw shall be as set 
forth in the Wetlands Protection Act.'M.G.L., Ch. 131, Section 40 
and Regulations, 310 CMR 10.00. 


(1) Application of pesticides or herbicides: 


Betlcluee 56.8 16 see if the Town will vote to amend Article 12 of 
the General Bylaws called WETLAND PROTECTION BYLAW as follows: 


Section 10: Enforcement 
Before first paragraph, add the following: 


No person shall remove fill, dredge, build upon, degrade, or 
otherwise alter resource areas protected by this bylaw, or cause, 
suffer, or allow such activity, or leave in place unauthorized fill 
or otherwise fail to restore illegally altered land to its original 
condition or fail to comply with a permit or an enforcement order 
pursuant to this bylaw. 


First paragraph: 


The Commission, its agents, officers, and employees shall have 
authority to enter upon privately owned land for the purpose of 
performing their duties under this bylaw and may make or cause to 
be made such examinations, surveys or sampling as the Commission 
deems necessary, subject to the constitutions and laws of the 
United States and the Commonwealth. 


Add to last paragraph: 


The specific penalties as listed here shall apply and in addition 
to police officers, who shall in all cases be considered enforcing 
persons for the purpose of this provision, the municipal personnel 
listed shall also be enforcing persons for such penalties; each day 
on which any violation exists shall be deemed to be a separate 


offense. 


Buffer Wetlands Non-Compliance with 


Zone Resource an Order of Conditions 
Area or Enforcement Order 


ist Offense Ss 25.00 $-50.00 $ 50.00 
2nd Offense $150.00 $150.00 $200.00 


3rd Offense $300.00 $300.00 $300.00 
(and any subsequent offense) 


69 


Boxford Adjourned Annual Town Meeting - May 22, 1996 


Municipal personnel authorized: Conservation Commission members or 
Administrator. ; 
or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend Article 12 of the General Bylaws called 
WETLAND PROTECTION BYLAW as follows: 


Section 10: Enforcement 
Before first paragraph, add the following: 


No person shall remove fill, dredge, build upon, degrade, or 
otherwise alter resource areas protected by this bylaw, or cause, 
suffer, or allow such activity, or leave in place unauthorized fill 
or otherwise fail to restore illegally altered land to its original 
condition or fail to comply with a permit or an enforcement order 
pursuant to this bylaw. 


First paragraph: 


The Commission, its agents, officers, and employees shall have 
authority to enter upon privately owned land for the purpose of 
performing their duties under this bylaw and may make or cause to 
be made such examinations, surveys or sampling as the Commission 
deems necessary, subject to the constitutions and laws of the 
United States and the Commonwealth. 


Add to last paragraph: 


The specific penalties as listed here shall apply and in addition 
to police officers, who shall in all cases be considered enforcing 
persons for the purpose of this provision, the municipal personnel 
listed shall also be enforcing persons for such penalties; each day 
on which any violation exists shall be deemed to be a separate 
offense. 


Buffer Wetlands Non-Compliance with 


Zone Resource an Order of Conditions 
Area or Enforcement Order 


1st Offense S'225500 $ 50.00 $ 50.00 
2nd Offense $ 50.00 $150.00 $200.00 
3rd Offense $300.00 $300.00 $300.00 


and any subsequent offense 


Municipal personnel authorized: Conservation Commission members or 
Administrator. 
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Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 59. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $1,500 for the purpose 
of participation in the Help for Abused Women and their Children 
(HAWC) program; said funds to be spent under the direction of the 
Board of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
Volcesvyocem-_o raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500 for the 
purpose of participation in the Help for Abused Women and their 
Children (HAWC) program; said funds to be spent under the direction 
of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 60. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 


‘Ompcranster, from available funds, the sum of $14,179 for the 


support of the Tri-Town Council on Youth and Family Services, Inc.; 
said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to raise and appropriate the sum of $14,179 for the 
support of the Tri-Town Council on Youth and Family Services, Inc.; 
said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 61. To see if the Town will amend Article 2, Section 6 of 
the General Bylaws as follows, effective July 1, 1996: 


2305 Schedule of fees to be charged by the Town Clerk 
(21) For filing by a person conducting business under a title 
other than his real name or a statement of change of his residence, 
or of his discontinuance, retirement or withdrawal from or of a 
change of location of such business. 
From $5.00 to $20.00 
(22) For furnishing certified copy of certificate of person 
conducting business under any title other than his real name or a 
statement by such person of his discontinuance, retirement or 
withdrawal from such business. 
From $5.00 to $10.00 
(42) For entering Notice of Intention of Marriage and issuing 
Certificate thereof: 
From $15.00 to $25.00 
and to set the following new fees to be charged by the Town Clerk 
under Section 2-6-5 to be effective July 1, 1996: 
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(S82) issuing burial Permit ye 25200 
(84) Issuing Voter’s Registration Certificate 5.00 
(86) shorwallaAUCCe Filing 25.000 
(88) For UCC Searches by Mail 20.00 
(90) Issuing Accessory Apartment Registration 15208 
(92) Issuing Raffle & Bazaar Permits 25.00 


or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to amend Article 2, Section 6 of the General Bylaws as 
follows, effective July 1, 1996: 


2-6-5 Schedule of fees to be charged by the Town Clerk 


(21) For filing by a person conducting business under a title 
other than his real name or a statement of change of his residence, 
or of his discontinuance, retirement or withdrawal from or of a 
change of location of such business. , 

From $5.00 to $20.00 

(22) For furnishing certified copy of certificate of person 
conducting business under any title other than his real name or a 
statement by such person of his discontinuance, retirement or 
withdrawal from such business. ; 

From $5.00 to $10.00 

(42) For entering Notice of Intention of Marriage and issuing 

Certificate thereof: 

From $15.00 to $25.00 
and to set the following new fees to be charged by the Town Clerk 
under Section 2-6-5 to be effective July 1, 1996: 


(82) Issuing Burial Permit $ 25.206 
(84) Issuing Voter’s Registration Certificate 5.00 
(86)@ FOr all UCGer1 ling 25.00 
(88) For UCC Searches by Mail 20.00 
(90) Issuing Accessory Apartment Registration 15.00 
(92) Issuing Raffle & Bazaar Permits 25.00 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article 


ARTICLE 62. To see if the Town will amend its General Bylaws to 
increase the fees charged by the Town Clerk as detailed in Section 
8-4-8 as follows, effective July 1, 1996: 
8-4-8 Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 139 of said Chapter 
140 or any other provision of law to the contrary, the annual fees 
to be charged by the Town of Boxford for the issuance of licenses 
for dogs shall be: 
ALL DOGS. < « diccencie ce 0 0,0 060 mele se PLO O0” ( TEM DOwLar ae 
KENNELS (5 or more dogs)....$125.00 (One Hundred Twenty Five 
Dollars); 
or take any other action thereon. 
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Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 

voice vote, to amend its General Bylaws to increase the fees 
charged by the Town Clerk as detailed in Section 8-4-8 as follows, 
effective July 1, 1996: 
8-4-8 Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 139 of said Chapter 
140 or any other provision of law to the contrary, the annual fees 
to be charged by the Town of Boxford for the issuance of licenses 
for dogs shall be: 


ALB DOGS s eres s'00 6 Sad fevatulls lalate s-« -$10.00 (Ten Dollars) 
KENNELS (5 or more dogs)....$125.00 (One Hundred Twenty Five 
Dollars). 


A proposed amendment to retain the kennel fees at the current 
rate was defeated by hand count vote, 62 in favor and 66 opposed. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 63. To see if the Town will vote to petition the General 


Court to pass legislation to establish recall elections in the Town 
of Boxford as follows: 


SECTION 1. Any person who holds an elected office in the Town of 
Boxford and who has heid such office for four months and has more 
than six months remaining in the term of such office on the date of 
filing of the affidavit referred to in section two, may be recalled 
from office by the registered voters of said town in the manner 


provided herein. 


SECTION 2. Fifty or more registered voters from each precinct of 
the Town of Boxford for a total of at least one hundred registered 
voters may file with the town clerk of said town an affidavit 
containing the name of the officer whose recall is sought and a 
statement of one or more of the following grounds upon which the 
petition is based: lack of fitness, corruption, incompetence, 
neglect of duties, malfeasance, misfeasance or violation of oath. 
The town clerk shall deliver to said voters petition blanks 
demanding such recall, printed forms of which said clerk shall keep 
available. Such blanks shall be completed by writing or type- 
writing, shall be addressed to the Board of Selectmen; shall 
contain the names of the first 20 persons who filed the affidavit 
and the grounds for recall as stated in the affidavit; shall demand 
the election of a successor to the office and shall be dated and 
signed by the town clerk. A copy of such petition shall be kept on 
file in the office of the town clerk in a record book maintained 
for the purpose. The recall petitions shall be returned and filed 
in the office of the town clerk within twenty-one days following 
the date the petitions were issued, signed by at least ten percent 
of the total number of registered voters duly recorded on the 
registration list of the town clerk as of the preceding town 
election. The town clerk shall within twenty-four hours following 
such filing submit such petitions to the registrars of voters who 
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shall, within seven days, certify thereon the numbers of signatures 
which are names of registered voters of said town. 


SECTION 3. If the petitions shall be certified by the registrars 
of voters to be sufficient, the town clerk shall forthwith submit 
the same to the board of selectmen. Upon its receipt of the 
certified petition, the board of selectmen shall within forty-eight 
hours give written notice of such petitions and certification to 
the person whose recall is sought. If such officer does not resign 
his office within five days following delivery of said notice, the 
Board of Selectmen shall order an election to be held not less than 
sixty-four nor more than ninety days after the date on which the 
Board of Selectmen files notice of the election with the Town 
Clerk; provided, however, that if another town election is to occur 
within one hundred days of said date, the Board of Selectmen shall 
hold the recall election on the date of said Town Election. Ifa 
vacancy occurs in the office after a recall election has been 
ordered, the election shall nevertheless proceed as provided in 
this section, but only the ballots for candidates need to be 
counted. 


SECTION 4. An officer whose recall is sought may not be a 
candidate to succeed himself at the recall election. The 
nomination of candidates, the publication of the warrant for the 
recall election, and the conduct of the same shall all be in 
accordance with the provisions of laws relating to elections, 
unless otherwise provided by this act. 


SECTION 5. The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of 
his office until the recall election. If he is not recalled in the 
election he shall continue in office for the remainder of his 
unexpired term, subject to recall as before, except that he cannot 
be recalled thereby until at least six months after the election at 
which his recall was submitted to the voters. 


If the officer is recalled in the election, he shall be deemed 
removed upon the qualifications of his successor who shall hold 
office during the unexpired term. If the successor fails to 
qualify within five days after receiving notification of his 
election, the incumbent shall thereupon be deemed removed and the 
office vacant. 


SECTION 6. Ballots used at the recall election shall contain the 
following propositions in the order indicated: 


For the recall of (name of officer) 

Against the recall of (name of officer) 

Adjacent to each proposition, there shall be a place to mark 
a vote. : 

After the propositions, the word "Candidates" shall appear, 
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and directions to voters as required by Section forty-two of 
Chapter fifty-four of the General Laws followed by the names of 
candidates arranged alphabetically by surname. 


If a majority of the votes cast upon the question of recall is in 
the affirmative, and provided that at least twenty percent of the > 
total number of registered voters as of the date of the most recent 
town election have participated in such recall election, the 
officer shall be deemed to have been recalled. 


The ballots for candidates shall be counted, and the candidate 
receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected. 
If a majority of the votes on the question is in the negative, the 
ballots for candidates need not be counted except as provided in 
section three; or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend the original motion to read "to pass over 
Article 63." 

_ Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to pass over Article 63. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 64. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to enter into contracts for the provision of ambulance 
services authorized by the Board of Selectmen for a period of up to 
five years in length, pursuant to MGL Chapter 30B; or take any 
other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by unanimous 
voice vote, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into 
contracts for the provision of ambulance services authorized by the 
Board of Selectmen for a period of up to five years in length, 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 30B. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 65. To transact any other business that may legally come 
before said meeting. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by 
unanimous vote, to dissolve this Annual Town Meeting at 9:36 p.m. 


Registered voters attending the meeting were 169. Counters 
and checkers for the meeting were appointed by Town Clerk Patricia 
Shields. 


A true record. ae HLELS, 


ATTEST: Patricia Shields 
Town Clerk 
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TRANSFERS: 

Article 17 (from free cash for repairs and $ 60,000.00 
maintenance of town buildings) 

Article 18 (from free cash for Garden Club) 800.00 

Article 19 (from free cash for police 26,690.00 
cruiser) 

Article 20 (from free cash to Fire Station L79500;00 
for exhaust systems) 

Article 21 (from free cash for lawn mower) 12,500.00 

TOTAL TO BE TRANSFERRED: Sob hive, 490¢00 


RAISE AND APPROPRIATE: 


Article 7 $ 14,400.00 

Arkiclesy.2 10, 393 , 802.00 

Article 25 (contingent upon successful 30,000.00 
passage of Prop. 2-1/2 override) 

Article 26 (contingent upon successful ; 87,090.00 
passage of Prop. 2-1/2 override) 

Article 28 (contingent upon successful 30,000.00 

passage of Prop. 2-1/2 override) : 

Article 29 (contingent upon successful 25,000.00 
passage of Prop. 2-1/2 override) 

Article 31 8,438.00 

Article 33 (contingent upon successful 450,000.00 


passage of Prop. 2-1/2 override 
and funding through Self Help Grant) 


Article 34 18,445.00 
Article 36 5,000.00 
Article 59 15.00..00 
Article 60 14,179.00 
TOTAL TO BE RAISED 
AND APPROPRIATED: $11,077 , 854.00 
APPROPRIATIONS: 
Article 3 (from Enterprise Fund Receipts) S. 164,435.00 
Article 10 (from Wetlands Protection Fund) 5,612.00 
TOTAL TO BE APPROPRIATED: $ 170,047.00 
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| SELECTMAN 


BLANKS 

JOHN J. FERRANTE 
“ROBERT A. WAS 
WRITE-IN 

‘TOTAL VOTES 


MODERATOR 


| BLANKS 
DEWITT T MINICH 
| WRITE-IN 

“TOTAL VOTES 


_ BLANKS 

_ JUDITH F. CARR 
WRITE-IN 
TOTAL VOTES 

| 


ASSESSOR 


BLANKS 

A GORDON PRICE 
GEORGE V. UPTON 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


BOXFORD ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION RESULTS 


TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1996 


BD COMMISSIONER OF TRUST FUNDS 


MASCO REG. DISTRICT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


JUDITH N. ERENSOY 


NANCY R. VOSE 


ROBIN H. PHELAN 
NANCY S. TAYLOR 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


BOARD OF HEALTH 
BLANKS 


RICHARD F. TAYLOR 


JAMES F. WOOD 
WRITE-IN 
TOTAL VOTES 


(2) 


PCT 1 


15 
207 


(2) 


BOXFORD ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION RESULTS 


TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1996 


PLANNING BOARD FOR FIVE YRS (2) 


BLANKS 

CRAIG. FALK 
LINDA LADEROUTE 
NEIL OLANSKY 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


PLANNING BOARD FOR THREE YRS 


BLANKS 

TIMOTHY MANSFIELD 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


TRUSTEES BOXFORD TOWN LIBRARIES 


BLANKS 

G. EDWIN HADLEY 
BARBARA J. SCHALLER 
CHRISTIN W. KAISER 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


CONSTABLE EAST PARISH 


BLANKS 
WAYNE G. MERRILL | 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


CONSTABLE WEST PARISH 


BLANKS 

DAVID A. SMALLMAN 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


(3) 


PCTL) 


PCT eZ TOTAL 
282 510 
451 773 
339 627 
Sie 626 
2 4 
1446 2540 
222 417 
497 845 
4 8 
123 1270 
695 1278 
507 871 
489 844 
474 809 
4 8 
2169 3810 
173 309 
540 946 
10 15 
2s 1270 
148 283 
57k 982 
4 5 
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| BOXFORD ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION RESULTS 


TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1996 
QUESTION #1 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWEDTO ASSESS AN ADDITIONAL $87,090 IN REAL ESTATE 

| AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PURPOSES OF FUNDING THE PURCHASE OF COMPUTER 

| AND RELATEDTECHNOLOGY HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE, INCLUDING: CPU'S,MONITORS, PRINTERS, 

| SCANNERS, MODEMS, PORTABLE WORD PROCESSORS, WORK STATIONS, CARTS AND OTHER PERIPHERALS, 
EQUIPMENT, SOFTWARE LICENSES AND SUPPORT, AND ALL OTHER INCIDENTAL ITEMS NECESSARY TO 
IMPLEMENT THE SECOND YEAR OF A FIVE YEAR TECHNOLOGY PLAN FOR THE BOXFORD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY FIRST, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX? .- 


| PCT PCT a2 TOTAL 
BLANKS 16 . 14 30 
YES 321 405 726 
NO 210 304 514 
TOTAL VOTES 547 os 1279 


QUESTION #2 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO ASSESS AN AADDITIONAL $30,000 IN REAL 
ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PURPOSES OF FUNDING REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE 
AND PAINTING TO MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY FIRST, 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX? 


PCT 1 PCroa2 TOTAL 
BLANKS Be 30 62 
YES 326 382 708 
NO 189 311 500 
TOTAL VOTES 2 547 123 1270 


QUESTION #3 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO ASSESS AND ADDITIONAL $25,000 IN REAL 
ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADDING ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
TO THE CONSERVATION FUND FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY FIRST, NINETEEN 
HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX? 


15 tal | PCTs 2 TOTAL 


BLANKS 30 30 60 
YES yi24a3 or 534 
NO 274 402 676 
TOTAL VOTES 547 v2o 1270 


QUESTION #4 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO EXEMPT FROOM THE PROVISIONS OF PROPOSITION 
TWO AND ONE-HALF, SO CALLED, THE AMOUNTS REQUIRED TO PAY FOR THE BOND ISSUED IN 
ORDER TO FUND THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE JOHNSON FIELD ATHLETIC FACILITY? 


PCT 1 PCT 2 TOTAL 
BLANKS 26 42 68 
YES 220 248 468 
NO 301 433 734 
TOTAL VOTES 547 72a 1270 
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TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1996 
QUESTION #5 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO ASSESS AND ADDITIONAL $26,000 IN REAL 
ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PURPOSES OF FUNDING THE PURCHASE OF 
ONE GRASS MOWING MACHINE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY FIRST, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX? 


PCE PCr TOTAL 
BLANKS 29 36 65 
YES 246 S20 Dor 
NO 2i2 376 648 
TOTAL VOTES 547 ee 1270 


QUESTION #6 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO ASSESS AN ADDITIONAL $30,000 IN REAL 
ESTATE TAXES FOR THE PURPOSES OF FUNDING THE PURCHASE OF ONE ONE-TON GVW CAB 
AND CHASSIS WITH NEW PLOW FRAME FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY FIRST, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX? 


Forel PCT Te TOTAL 
BLANKS ’ 31 48 a 
YES 273 365 638 
NO 243 310 553 
TOTAL VOTES 547 tas 1270 


QUESTION #7 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO ASSESS AN ADDITIONAL $30,000 IN REAL 
ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PURPOSES OF FUNDING THE DRAINAGE AND 
OTHER REGRADING AND REPAIRS TO THE CHADWICK SOCCER FIELD AT THE LANDFILL FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY FIRST, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX? 


PCiee ECiva TOTAL 
BLANKS 17 al 48 
YES 239 245 514 
NO 291 417 708 


TOTAL VOTES 547 123 1270 


QUESTION #8 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO ASSESS AN ADDITIONAL $25,000 IN REAL 
ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PURPOSES OF FUNDING THE FENCING, SITE 
WORK, CONSTRUCTION AND FOR THE PURCHASE OF ONE OR MORE ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS AND 
OTHER EXPENSES RELATED TO THE MOVING AND SETTING UP OF A DROP-OFF RECYCLING 
CENTER FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY FIRST, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX? 


pcr’ i PCrIv2 TOTAL 
BLANKS 23 33 56 
YES _ 274 340 614 
NO 250 350 600 
TOTAL VOTES 547 723 1270 
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TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1996 


QUESTION #9 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO EXEMPT FROM THE PROVISIONS OF PROPOSITION 
TWO AND ONE-HALF, SO-CALLED, THE AMOUNT REQUIRED TO PAY FOR THE DEBT ISSUED IN 
ORDER TO FUND THE ARCHITECTURAL, DESIGNER AND ENGINEERING SERVICES AND TO FUND 
RELATED PERMITS AND EXPENSES NECESSARY TO OBTAIN THE REQUIRED APPROVALS AND 

PLANS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW TOWN HALL OFFICE BUILDING OR THE RECONSTRUCTION 
AND EXPANSION OF THE CURRENT POLICE STATION/COMMUNICATIONS BUILDING TO HOUSE THE 
TOWN HALL OFFICE BUILDING (AS SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMAN? 


PCr I PCT +2 TOTAL 
BLANKS el 47 78 
YES 178 ou 389 
NO 338 465 803 
TOTAL VOTES 547 J23 1270 


QUESTION #10 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO EXEMPT FROM THE PROVISIONS OF PROPOSITION 
TWO ANDONE-HALF, SO-CALLED, THE AMOUNT REQUIRED TO PAY FOR THE DEBT ISSUED IN 
ORDER TO FUND THE ARCHITECTURAL, DESIGNER AND ENGINEERING SERVICES AND TO FUND 
RELATED PERMITS AND EXPENSES NECESSARY TO OBTAIN THE REQUIRED APPROVALS AND 
PLANS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW POLICE/COMMUNICATIONS BUILDING OR THE 
RECONSTRUCTION AND EXPANSION OF THE CURRENT POLICE/COMMUNICATIONS BUILDING 

(AS SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN)? 


PCT 1 PCT 2 TOTAL 


BLANKS 40 55 95 
YES 206 256 462 
NO 301 412 713 


TOTAL VOTES 547 723 1270 


QUESTION #11 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO EXEMPT FROM THE PROVISIONS OF PROPOSITION 
TWO AND ONE-HALF, SO-CALLED, THE AMOUNTS REQUIRED TO PAY FOR THE BOND ISSUED 

IN ORDER TO ENABLE THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION TO PURCHASE OR OTHERWISE ACQUIRE 
FOR CONSERVATION PURPOSES, TO BE MANAGED BY THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION PURSUANT 
TO MGL CHAPTER 40, SECTION 8C, A 7.8 ACRE PARCEL OF LAND (MORE OR LESS) LOCATED 
ON LAKE SHORE ROAD ADJACENTTO HOVEY'S POND; SAID PURCHASE TO BE CONTINGENT UPON 
THE APPROVAL BY THE DIVISION OF CONSERVATION SERVICES OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS FOR PART#AL FUNDING 
TO THE TOWN THROUGH THE "SELF-HELP GRANT" PROGRAM? 


PcT 1 PCINZ TOTAL 
BLANKS =%s) 43 76 
YES LZ 229 421 
NO 322 451 oH | 
TOTAL VOTES 547 i23 1270 
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TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1996 
QUESTION #12 


SHALL THE TOWN OF BOXFORD BE ALLOWED TO EXEMPT FROM THE PROVISIONS OF PROPOSITION 
TWO AND ONE-HALF, SO-CALLED, THE AMOUNTS REQUIRED TO PAY FOR THE BOND ISSUED IN 
ORDER TO ENABLE THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION TO PURCHASE OR OTHERWISE ACQUIRE FOR 
CONSERVATION PURPOSES, TO BE MANAGED BY THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION PURSUANT TO 
MGL CHAPTER 40, SECTION 8C, A 56.2 ACRE PARCEL OF LAND (MORE OR LESS) LOCATED ON 
MAIN STREET ADJACENT TO KIMBALL POND; SAID PURCHSE TO BE CONTINGENT UPON THE 
APPROVAL BY THE DIVISION OF CONSERVATION SERVICES OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS FOR PARTIAL FUNDING 

TO THE TOWN THROUGH THE "SELF-HELP GRANT" PROGRAM? 


ror. PCI TOTAL 
BLANKS 22 Pa | 49 
YES 23 391 684 
NO 232 305 JF 
TOTAL VOTES 547 tes 1270 


NON-BINDING REFERENDUM 
QUESTION #13 


AS MOST BOXFORD RESIDENTS ARE AWARE, THE TOWN OF BOXFORD IS IN THE PROCESS OF 
PLANNING A NEW TOWN CENTER TO BE LOCATED ON LAND ADJACENT TO THE PRESENT POLICE 
STATION. AMONG THE BUILDINGS FOR WHICH A SITE WILL BE RESERVED IS A POSSIBLE 
FUTURE CENTRAL LIBRARY WHICH WOULD REPLACE THE TWO EXISTING VILLAGE LIBRARIES. 
THE TRUSTEES OF THE BOXFORD TOWN LIBRARIES, AS PART OF THEIR LONG RANGE 
PLANNING, ARE INTERESTED IN AN UP TO DATE "SENSE OF THE COMMUNITY" CONCERNING 
THE OVERALL LIBRARY LOCATION ISSUE. 


WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING TWO STATEMENTS MORE CLOSELY REFLECTS YOUR SENTIMENT 
CONCERNING THE FUTURE OF THE BOXFORD LIBRARY SYSTEM? 


l. I LEAN TOWARD RETAINING AND IMPROVING THE TWO EXISTING "VILLAGE" LIBRARIES. 


PCT 1 PCT 2 TOTAL 
BLANKS idee) 168 274 
YES 321 355 676 
NO 120 200 320 
TOTAL VOTES 547 723 1270 


2. I LEAN TOWARD EVENTUALLY REPLACING THE TWO EXISTING "VILLAGE" LIBRARIES 
WITH A NEW LIBRARY LOCATED AT THE PROPOSED BOXFORD TOWN CENTER. 


Petal PCT 2 TOTAL 
BLANKS 152 169 321 
YES 188 301 489 
NO 207 23 460 
TOTAL VOTES 547 723 1270 


82 


DEM SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
BLANKS 

JOHN F. KERRY 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


DEM REP IN CONGRESS 
BLANKS 

JOHN GUTTA 

JOHN F. TIERNEY 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


DEM COUNCILOR 
BLANKS 

PATRICIA DOWLING 
JAMES P. MAHONEY 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


BOXFORD STATE PRIMARY RESULTS 


TUESDAY, 


DEM SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 


BLANKS 

KLAUS KUBIERSCHKY 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


DEM REP IN GENERAL COURT 
BLANKS 

PATRICK J. MCNALLY 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


DEM REGISTER OF PROBATE 
BLANKS 

WILLIAM J. BUCKLEY 
PAMELA CASEY O'BRIEN 
JOYCE- BURNS SPILIOTIS 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


DEM COUNTY TREASURER 
BLANKS 

TIMOTHY A. BASSETT 
CHRISTIE CHRIS CIAMPA, JR 
LEONARD FAFEL 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


SEPTEMBER 17, 
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PCTS 


16 
33 
i 

50 


1996 


BOXFORD STATE PRIMARY RESULTS 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 


DEM COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
VOTE AOR 5 Z 

BLANKS 

MARGUERITE P. KANE 

JOHN O'BRIEN 

LOUISE E. COVIELLO 

MICHAEL T. PHELAN 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


REP SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
BLANKS 

WILLIAM F. WELD 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


REP REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
BLANKS 

PETER G. TORKILDSEN 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


REP COUNCILOR 
BLANKS 

KEVIN J. LEACH 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


REP SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
BLANKS 

BRUCE E. TARR 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


REP REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 
BLANKS 

JAMES D. COLT 

FORRESTER A."TIM" CLARK 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


REP REGISTER OF PROBATE 
BLANKS 

JANE BRADY STIRGWOLT 
SUSAN M.BROTCHIE 
WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


REP COUNTY TREASURER 
BLANKS 

GEORGE K. MAZAREAS 
WRITE-IN 


TOTAL VOTES 84 


PCige 


1996 


TOTAL 


| REP COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
| VOTE FOR 2 

| BLANKS 

‘WRITE-IN 

“TOTAL VOTES 


_LIB SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
_ BLANKS 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


LIB REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
BLANKS 

WRITE-IN 

| TOTAL VOTES 


LIB COUNCILOR 
BLANKS 

| WRITE-IN 

| TOTAL VOTES 


LIB SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
BLANKS 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


BLANKS 
WRITE-IN 
TOTAL VOTES 


LIB REGISTER OF PROBATE 
BLANKS 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 
LIB COUNTY TREASURER 
BLANKS 
WRITE-IN 
TOTAL VOTES 


LIB COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
VOTE FOR 2 

BLANKS 

WRITE-IN 

TOTAL VOTES 


| TUESDAY, 


LIB REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1996 
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PGT al 


403 
13 
416 


(OI (SIS) (Sife) S 


Q) ere 


Gye 


QGioOyo@ 


@j) (Sys) 


PCT 22 


S15 
15 
330 


NON Nm O NM NO NON OIOre® NM O wm N O 


OW 


TOTAL 


718 
28 
746 


NM NM O 


NO fo 


NON NON NM O NM Oh 
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
OCTOBER 22,, £996 


Voters of the Town of Boxford met at the Masconomet Regional 
High “School, (on) Tuesday, Octeper 2225.5 1396. Moderator DeWitt T. 
Minich called the Special Town ‘Meeting to order (at 77 sao ie 
articles of the warrant were disposed of as follows: 


ARTICLE 1. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $100,000 to establish 
a Reserve Fund for FY 1997; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $100,000 to 
establish a Reserve Fund for FY 1997. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of 
$305,522 for highway maintenance and construction in anticipation 
of state aid allotment, said monies predicated on state 
reimbursement of the following: Chapter 113, Section 2A, Acts of 
1996, $305,522 (MA# 36163, First Apportionment); or take any other 
action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to appropriate -the sum of $305,522) )fosssnighwav 
maintenance and construction in anticipation of state aid 
allotment, said monies predicated on state reimbursement of the 
following: Chapter 113, Section 2A, Acts of 1996755 2057s228™a7 
36163, First Apportionment) . 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to purchase a 
tailgate spreader for the Department of Public Works, said funds to 
be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any 
other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $7,600 to 
purchase a tailgate spreader for the Department of Public Works, 
said funds to be spent under the direction of (the Board wot 
Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $20,000 to be added to 
the Conservation Fund, to be used for drafting a topographic plan 
showing wood roads, stone walls, tree lines and wetland of Wildcat 
Porestforttake any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 4. 
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ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote raise and appropriate, or 
transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the costs 
estimated for repairs associated with the previous use of Johnson 
Field and its surrounding area as a sanitary landfill; said funds 
to be expended under the direction of the Board of Health; or take 
any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $125,000 to fund 
the costs estimated for repairs associated with the previous use of 
Johnson Field and its surrounding area as a sanitary landfill; said 
funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Health. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money for the completion 
of the sanitary disposal system at Camp Stepping Stone (aka Camp 
Sacajawea), said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board 
of Health; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $10,000 for the 
completion of the sanitary disposal system at Camp Stepping Stone 
(aka Camp Sacajawea), said funds to be spent under the direction of 
the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to construct an 
irrigation system for the Boy Scout Park Baseball Field; said funds 
to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take 
any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $10,000 to 
construct an irrigation system for the Boy Scout Park Baseball 
Field; said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the 
preparation of an engineered plan for the siting of a parking lot 
on Town owned land off Spofford Road, immediately adjacent to the 
Spofford Pond School; said funds to be spent under the direction of 
the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 


87 


Boxford Special Town Meeting 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $7,500 to fund 
the preparation of an engineered plan for the siting of a parking 
lot on Town owned land off Spofford Road, immediately adjacent to 
the Spofford Pond School; said funds to be spent under the 
direction of the Board of Selectmen 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 5 of the 
General Bylaws (The Personnel Bylaw) by creating the following new 
position: Assistant Director, Council on Aging, Grade 9; or take 


any other action thereon. 
Upon motion made and duly seconded, ARTICLE 9 was defeated by 


majority voice vote. 
Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 5 of the 
General Bylaws (The Personnel Bylaw) by amending the pay range for 
Grade DH1 (Conservation Administrator) from the current range as 
shown here: 


Grade DH1 - Conservation Administrator - Annual Salary 


A B jG D E F G b= ¢ iL 
Steps 14,168, 14,565, 14,973, 15,392, 15,823, 16,266, 16,271, 17,189, 17,670 


so that it will read as follows: 


A B Cc D E iy G H I 
Steps 18,642, 19,164, 19,701, 20,253, 20,820, 21,403, 22,002, 22,618, 23,251 


or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to amend Article 5 of the General Bylaws (The Personnel 
Bylaw) by amending the pay range for Grade DH1 (Conservation 
Administrator) from the current range as shown here: 


Grade DH1 - Conservation Administrator - Annual Salary 


A B Cc D E FP G H 1 
Steps 14,168, 14,565, 14,973, 15,392, 15,823, 16,266, 16,272, 17,489.) 14,670 


so that it will read as follows: 


A B c D E ys G H iT 
Steps 18,642, 19,164, 19,701, 20,253, 20,820, 21,403, 22,002, 22,618, 23,251 
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ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen with approval of the School Committee to grant an 
easement to Massachusetts Electric Company, upon such terms and 
conditions as the Board of Selectmen shall determine to be 
appropriate, for the purpose of installing an overhead and 
underground electrical distribution system in, along, upon and 
under a portion of the land owned by the Town (Spofford Pond 
School) described in a deed recorded with the Essex South District 
Registry of Deeds at Book 3492, Page 77 located off Spofford Road, 
Said easement premises being shown on a sketch plan entitled 
"Sketch showing proposed overhead and underground Electrical System 
to be installed on private property owned by the Town of Boxford 
off Spofford Road - Boxford, MA", prepared by Massachusetts 
Electric Company, dated May 24, 1996, which Sketch Plan is on file 
with the Town Clerk, or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to authorize the Board of Selectmen with approval of 
the School Committee to grant an easement to Massachusetts Electric 
Company, upon such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen 
shall determine to be appropriate, for the purpose of installing an 
overhead and underground electrical distribution system in, along, 
upon and under a portion of the land owned by the Town (Spofford 
Pond School) described in a deed recorded with the Essex South 
District Registry of Deeds at Book 3492, Page 77 located off 
Spofford Road, said easement premises being shown on a sketch plan 
entitled "Sketch showing proposed overhead and underground 
Electrical System to be installed on private property owned by the 
Town of Boxford off Spofford Road - Boxford, MA", prepared by 
Massachusetts Electric Company, dated May 24, 1996, which Sketch 
Plan is on file with the Town Clerk. 


A two-thirds vote was required. 


ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 7 of the 
General Bylaws by inserting the following new Section 5: 


Section 5 - Consumption of Alcohol 


7-5-1 No patron, customer, or other person shall bring onto the 
premises for consumption and consume any alcoholic beverage, wine, 
beer, or malt beverages on any premises operating with a common 
victualer’s license within a B-1 Retail Business District (as 
defined in the Boxford Zoning Bylaw). This section shall not 
prevent any person duly licensed pursuant to G. L. c.138, Sec.12 or 
other legal authority from bringing alcoholic beverages, wine, 
beer, or malt liquors onto the duly licensed premises for 
consumption thereon; 


7-5-2 Whoever shall violate this bylaw shall be fined $50.00 for 
the first offense and $100.00 for each subsequent offense. Each 
separate container containing such alcoholic beverages, wine, beer, 
or malt beverages shall constitute a separate violation; 
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Vagshe = The enforcing officials’ shall be the @eowa yercenc na 
authority or its agents and the law enforcement officials of the 
Town; 


or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend Article 7 of the General Bylaws by inserting 
the following new Section 5: 


Section 5 - Consumption of Alcohol 


Wisin No patron, customer, or other person shall bring onto the 
premises for consumption and consume any alcoholic beverage, wine, 
beer, or malt beverages on any premises operating with a common 
victualer’s license within a B-1 Retail Business District (as 
defined in the Boxford Zoning Bylaw). This section shall not 
prevent any person duly licensed pursuant to G. L. c.138, Sec.12 or 
other legal authority from bringing alcoholic beverages, wine, 
beer, or malt liquors onto the duly licensed premises for 
consumption thereon; 


7-5-2 Whoever shall violate this bylaw shall be fined $50.00 for 
the first offense and $100.00 for each subsequent offense. Each 
separate container containing such alcoholic beverages, wine, beer, 
or malt beverages shall constitute a separate violation; 


7-5-3 The enforcing officials shall be the town’s licensing 
authority or its agents and the law enforcement officials of the 
Town. 


ARTICLE 13. I move to amend Article Seven of the General Bylaws by 
inserting the following new section: 


Section 5 - Herbicides and Pesticides 


"The use of herbicides, pesticides and other toxic materials shall 
be prohibited on Town-owned lands unless approved by the Board of 
Health and where appropriate by the Conservation Commission;" or 
take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to amend Article Seven of the General Bylaws by 
inserting the following new section: 

Section 5 - Herbicides and Pesticides 
"The use of herbicides, pesticides and other toxic materials shall 


be prohibited on Town-owned lands unless approved by the Board of 
Health and where appropriate by the Conservation Commission." 
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ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to amend the actions 
taken, pursuant to Article 15 of the Warrant for the Special Town 
Meeting of November 2, 1993, which reads as follows: To fund the 
erepracement of the Air Conditioning unit in the Town Hall Vault and 
Beeeelece Lheecorrect size unit to perform correctly in the vault. 
(appropriated amount $4,070.00); amended to read as follows: To 
authorize the Town Clerk to utilize the balance of the original 
Article ($3,580.02) to fund the reorganization of the vault’s 
contents; i.e., indexing, microfilming, storage, record review by 
the state, etc., to conform to the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 66; or take any other action thereon. 


Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to amend the actions taken, pursuant to Article 15 of 
the Warrant for the Special Town Meeting of November 2, 1993, which 
reads as follows: To fund the replacement of the Air Conditioning 
unit in the Town Hall Vault and to select the correct size unit to 
perform correctly in the vault. (appropriated amount $4,070.00) ; 
amended to read as follows: To authorize the Town Clerk to utilize 
the balance of the original Article ($3,580.02) to fund the 
reorganization or the vault’s contents; TA cig indexing, 
microfilming, storage, record review by the state, etc., to conform 
to the Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 66; said funds to be 
expended under the direction of the Town Clerk. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 15. To receive and place on file the document entitled: 
"Boxford Master Plan" dated June, 1996 prepared by the Boxford 
Master Plan Committee and approved by the Boxford Planning Board on 
June 12, 1996, without ratification or authorization of any action 
proposed; or take any action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to receive and place on file the document entitled: 
"Boxford Master Plan" dated June, 1996 prepared by the Boxford 
Master Plan Committee and approved by the Boxford Planning Board on 
June 12, 1996, without ratification or authorization of any action 
proposed. 


ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the 
investigating, testing and repair of problems associated with the 
failure of the Town owned underground fuel storage tank; said funds 
to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take 
any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 
voice vote, to pass over Article 16. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 
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ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to ralseeandwape on, race, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the 
relocation of the town fuel pump dispensing island at the location 
of the town underground fuel storage tank; said funds to be spent 
under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other 
action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $8,455 to fund 
the relocation of the town fuel pump dispensing island at the 
location of the town underground fuel storage tank; said funds to 
be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to fund the 
unanticipated special education costs incurred to date for FY 1997; 
said funds to be spent under the direction of the Elementary School 
Committee; or take any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
voice vote, to transfer from free cash the sum of $112,253 to fund 
the unanticipated special education costs incurred to date for FY 
1997; said funds to be spent under the direction of the Elementary 
School Committee. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, the sum of $7,500 to be expended 
under the direction of the Boxford School Committee, for the 
purpose of conducting an indoor Air Quality and Ventilation Systems 
Evaluation for the Spofford Pond and Cole School buildings; or take 
any other action thereon. 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
count vote, 120 in favor and 82 opposed, to transfer from free cash 
the sum of $7,500 for the purpose of conducting an indoor Air 
Quality and Ventilation Systems Evaluation for the Spofford Pond 
and Cole School buildings; said funds to be spent under the 
direction of the Elementary School Committee. 


Finance Committee recommended adoption of this article. 


ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to explore and consider to purchase, or take by eminent 
domain, a parcel of land, with the building thereon, owned by 
Georgetown Road Limited Partnership, shown as Parcel 11 on.a Plan 
of Land prepared by Thomas E. Neve Associates dated March 29, 1996, 
containing 4.73 acres according to said plan, a copy of which is on 
file at the Town Clerk’s office, being a portion of the land shown 
on Assessor’s Map 16,~Block*:1," Parcel) 04 fom@the @pucocce col 
constructing or. renovating ‘the building thereom™ for Municipal 
office use; or take any other action thereon. 
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Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by hand 
eount Vote; 7108) in- favor and 83 opposed, to amend the ‘article by 
deleting the words "or take by eminent domain." 

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority 
show of hands, to explore and consider to purchase a parcel of 
land, with the building thereon, owned by Georgetown Road Limited 
Partnership, shown as Parcel 11 on .a Plan of Land prepared by 
Thomas E. Neve Associates dated March 29, 1996, containing 4.73 
aGrecsmeccordaing to said plan, a ‘copy of which is‘on file at the 
fowmmeerertk s Office, being a portion of "\the “land ‘shown on 
Assessor's) Map 16, Block 1, Parcel 04 for the purpose of 
Senstruceing Or renovating: the ‘building thereon’ “for Municipal 


office use. 


ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to transact any other 


business that may legally come before said meeting. 
Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous 


voce, tO dissolve this Special Town Meeting at. 10:31 pum: 


Registered voters attending this meeting were 235. Counters 
and checkers for this meeting were appointed by Town Clerk Patricia 


Shields. 


A true record. 


ATTEST: AE: oe GA on Se. 


Patricia Shields 
Town Clerk 
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TRANSFERS: 

Artaiec let a S$ 100,000.00 
(From Free Cash for Reserve Fund) 

ARtCiclLen3 7 G00 20:0 
(From Free Cash for tailgate spreader) 

Article 5 1 5s7010 OF4010 
(From Free Cash for Johnson Field) 

Article 6 10,00 05500 


(From Free Cash for disposal system 
at Camp Stepping Stone) 

ArErecle @7 10,000.00 
(From Free Cash for irrigation at 
Boy Scout Park Baseball Field) 

Article 8 7, SOG. 00 
(From Free Cash for plan for siting 
parking lot off Spofford Road) 


Article 17 8, 455...00 
(From Free Cash for relocation of 
fuel pump) 

AreErclec £8 ; BL ALON. CUS ey (80, 


(From Free Cash for special education 
costs at elementary schools) 
Articles19 7, 500; 06 
(From Free Cash for air quality 
study for elementary schools) 


Total to be Transferred S. 386, 30:8200 
APPROPRIATIONS : 
Article 2 S 305;522800 
(For highway maintenance and 
construction) 
Total to be Appropriated $. 3057522060 
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BOXFORD STATE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1996 


PCcret OSs PCT 62 TOTAL 
| PRESIDENT/VICE PRESIDENT 
| BLANKS 24 18 42 
| BROWNE & JORGENSEN 24 23 a7 
CLINTON & GORE 831 2 786 1617 =1619 
| DOLE & KEMP ~ 1119 942 2061 
| HAGELIN & TOMPKINS 3 2 5 
| MOOREHEAD & LARIVA 1 7 2 
| PEROT & CHOATE 170 159 329 
| WRITE-IN 7 5 12 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 4115=4117 
| SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
_ BLANKS ) if 14 31 
JOHN F. KERRY 636 ik 627 1263=1264 
_ WILLIAM F. WELD 1486 z 1250 2736 =2737 
SUSAN C. GALLAGHER 40 43 83 
ROBERT C. STOWE 0 2 2 
WRITE-IN : 0 @) @) 
- TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 4115 24s 
_ REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
_ BLANKS 59 Ase 107 
_ PETER G. TORKILDSEN 1522 ou 1310 2832 =2834 
- JOHN F. TIERNEY 537 548 1085 
RANDAL C. FRITZ 17 6 23 
- BENJAMIN A. GATCHELL 25 8 33 
MARTIN J. MCNULTY 13 13 26 
- ORRIN SMITH 5 3 8 
_ WRITE-IN 1 @) 1 
- TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 41154117 
- COUNCILOR 
BLANKS 296 244 540 
PATRICIA DOWLING 747 J 769 15161517 
KEVIN J. LEACH 1135 1 923 2058=2059 
WRITE-IN 1 @) it 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 4115 =4117 
SENATOR IN GEN COURT 
BLANKS 246 1 204 450= 451 
BRUCE E. TARR 1559 1 ial 2890=2891 
KLAUS KUBIERSCHKY 372 397 769 
WRITE-IN 2 4 6 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 4115 =4117 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1996 


ey 

Poni ig PCT 2 
REPRESENTATIVE IN GEN COURT 
BLANKS 186 164 
FORRESTER A. "TIM" CLARK 1303 ib 1096 
PATRICK J. MCNALLY 688 1 673 
WRITE-IN 2 3 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 
REGISTER OF PROBATE 
BLANKS 283 1 255 
PEMELA CASEY O'BRIEN 628 1 (ay lLy/ 
JANE BRADY STIRGWOLT 1266 1062 
WRITE-IN 2 2 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 
COUNTY TREASURER 
BLANKS 349 320 
TIMOTHY A. BASSETT 724 2 705 
GEORGE K. MAZAREAS 1103 909 
WRITE-IN 3 2 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER (2) 
BLANKS ~ 2355 1 2050 
MARGUERITE P. KANE 1025 2 998 
JOHN V. O'BRIEN 956 1 802 
WRITE-IN 22 22 
TOTAL VOTES 4358 “ 3892 
QUESTION #1 
BLANKS 296 224 
YES 1263 2 1131 
NO 620 581 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 
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TOTAL 


350 
2399=2400 
1361=1362 
5 


4115=4117 


1245=1246 
2328 


4 
4115 =4117 


669 
1429=1431 
2012 

5 


sth Ally 


4405 =4406 
2023 =2025 
1758= 1759 
44 


8230 =8234 


520 
2394 =2396 
1201 


4115 24117 


ST Ser Nm cn hoe wenn | nour mn oe ccs een 
| 
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BOXFORD STATE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1996 
| QUESTION #1 LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 


DO YOU APPROVE OF A LAW SUMMARIZED BELOW, ON WHICH NO VOTE WAS TAKEN BY THE SENATE 
OR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BEFORE MAY EEDA ole 
SUMMARY 

THIS PROPOSED LAW WOULD PROHIBIT THE USE OF CERTAIN TRAPS FOR FUR-BEARING MAMMALS, 
| PROHIBIT CERTAIN METHODS OF HUNTING BEAR OR BOBCAT, AND ELIMINATES SOME RESTRICTIONS 
ON WHO MAY SERVE ON THE STATE FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE BOARD. 
| THE PROPOSED LAW WOULD PROHIBIT THE USE, SETTING, MANUFACTURE, OR POSSESSION OF 
ANY TRAP TO CAPTURE FUR-BEARING MAMMALS, EXCEPT COMMON MOUSE AND RAT TRAPS, NETS, 
AND BOX OR CAGE TRAPS THAT CONFINE A WHOLE ANIMAL WITHOUT GRASPING ANY PART OF IT. 
TRAPS DESIGNED TO GRIP AN ANIMAL'S BODY OR BODY PART, SUCH AS STEEL JAW LEGHOLD 
TRAPS, PADDED LEGHOLD TRAPS, AND SNARES, WOULD BE PROHIBITED. FEDERAL AND STATE 
_HEALTH OFFICIALS COULD USE SUCH TRAPS IN CASE OF A THREAT TO HUMAN HEALTH OR SAFETY. 
WHERE A PROPERTY OWNER HAD REASONABLY TRIED BUT FAILED TO CORRECT AN ANIMAL PROBLEM 
ON THE PROPERTY USING A LEGAL TRAP, THE OWNER COULD APPLY FOR AND THE STATE DIRECTOR 
OF FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE COULD ISSUE A PERMIT TO USE A PROHIBITED TYPE OF TRAP, 

_ EXCEPT A LEGHOLD TRAP, FOR UP TO 30 DAYS TO CORRECT THE PROBLEM. 

A PERSON VIOLATING ANY OF THESE REQUIREMENTS COULD BE PUNISHED BY A FINE OF 
BETWEEN $300AND $1000, OR IMPRISONMENT FOR UP TO 6 MONTHS, OR BOTH, FOR EACH 
PROHIBITED TRAP AND EACH DAY OF VIOLATION. A PERSON CONVICTED FOR A SECOND VIOLATION 
WOULD BE REQUIRED TO SURRENDER AND COULD NEVER AGAIN OBTAIN, ANY TRAPPING LICENSE OR 
_ PROBLEM ANIMAL CONTROL PERMIT. 

_ THE PROPOSED LAW WOULD ALSO PROHIBIT THE PURSUIT OR HUNTING OF BEAR OR BOBCAT 
WITH THE AID OF A DOG OR DOGS. HUNTING BEAR USING ANY TYPE OF BAIT, LURE, OR 
ATTRACTION, OR KNOWINGLY HUNTING BEAR IN A BAITED AREA, WOULD ALSO BE PROHIBTED. 
THE DIRECTOR COULD ALLOW THE USE OF DOGS OR BAIT IN LEGITIMATE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
PROJECTS AND IN ORDER TO CONTROL PARTICULAR ANIMALS THAT POSED A THREAT TO HUMAN 
SAFETY OR THAT DESTROYED LIVESTOCK, PROPERTY OR CROPS. 

VIOLATORS COULD BE PUNISHED BY A FINE OF BETWEEN $300 AND $1000, OR IMPRISONMENT 
FOR UP TO 6 MONTHS, OR BOTH, FOR EACHVIOLATION. A PERSON CONVICTED FOR A SECOND 
“VIOLATION WOULD BE REQUIRED TO SURRENDER, AND COULD NEVER AGAIN OBTAIN, ANY HUNTING 
AND DOG TRAINING LICENSES AND PERMITS. 

_ THE PROPOSED LAW WOULD ELIMINATE THE REQUIREMENT THAT FIVE MEMBERS OF THE STATE 
FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE BOARD HAVE HELD SPORTING LICENSES IN THE STATE FOR FIVE 
CONSECUTIVE YEARS AND THAT FOUR MEMBERS REPRESENT FISHING, HUNTING, AND TRAPPING 
INTERESTS . 

THE PROPOSED LAW STATES THAT IF ANY OF ITS PROVISIONS WERE DECLARED INVALID, THE 
‘OTHER PROVISIONS WOULD REMAIN IN EFFECT. 

A YES VOTE WOULD PROHIBIT THE USE OF CERTAIN TRAPS FOR FUR-BEARING MAMMALS , 
PROHIBIT CERTAIN METHODS OF HUNTING BEAR OR BOBCAT AND ELIMINATE SOME RESTRICTIONS 
ON WHO MAY SERVE ON THE FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE BOARD. 


A NO VOTE WOULD MAKE NO CHANGE IN THE TRAPPING OR HUNTING LAWS, AND WOULD RETAIN 
RESTRICTIONS ON WHO MAY SERVE ON THE FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE BOARD . 


PcT 1 os PCT 2 TOTAL 
BLANKS 296 224 520 
YES 1263 2 2130 2394 =2396 
NO 620 581 1201 
TOTAL VOTES 2179 1936 4115= 4117 
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RECOUNT, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 


TALLY SHEET 
PRECINCT 1 2168 
PRECINCT 2 1935 
TOTAL VOTES CAST 4116 
OFF ICE/CANDIDATE PREC 1 PREC 
TORKILDSEN E527 1310 
TIERNEY 541 550 
FRITZ 17 6 
GATCHELL 24 2 
MCNULTY 14 13 
SMITH 5 3 
ALL OTHER ) 1 
BLANKS 52 43 
TOTAL VOTE 2181 1935 
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1996 


4116 


NOTE: 


TOWN OF BOXFORD 


TOWN HALL 


BOXFORD. MASSACHUSETTS 01921 Patricia A. Shields, Town Clerk 
Telephone: 508-887-0806 
Fax: 508-887-3546 
OFFICE OF 


THE TOWN CLERK 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1996 


BIRTHS 85 MALES 46 
FEMALES 39 
MARRIAGES 24 
DEATHS 25 
Due to the change in the MGL, Chapter 556, Acts of 1989, the 


office of the Town Clerk will no longer print names of all the 
principals of Births, Deaths and Marriages in Boxford's Annual 
Town Report. 


PERMITS 
1996 ACCESSORY APARTMENT REGISTRATION 2 


1996 RAFFLE PERMITS uf 


DOG LICENSES - 1996 


1133 DOGS WERE LICENSED IN 1996 


DOG LICENSES - $6,235.00 
KENNELS - $ 850.00 


TOTAL - $7,085.00 
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TOWN CLERK 


DIVISION OF FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 


1996 


RESIDENT FISHING 

RESIDENT FISHING HANDICAPPED 
NON-RESIDENT FISHING 

RESIDENT CITIZEN HUNTING 
RESIDENT SPORTING 

RESIDENT CITIZEN SPING, OVER 70 
ARCHERY STAMP 

WATERFOWL STAMP 

PRIMITIVE FIREARMS STAMP 

WILD. CONSER. STAMP (Resident ) 


WILD. CONSER. STAMP (Nonresident) 
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$1327.50 
00.00 
32.00 
382.50 
680.00 
00.00 
25.50 
40.00 
51.00 
465.00 


5.00 


$3009 .00 


50.50 


$2958.50 


FINANCE 


Accountant 


Combined Financial Statements 
And Additional Financial Information 


Board of Assessors 
Finance Committee 
Treasurer/Collector of Taxes 
Commissioners of Trust Funds 
Perley-Parkhurst-Cole Memorial Trust Fund 
Guidelines for Perley-Parkhurst-Cole Application 


Capital Budgeting Committee 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 


January 17, 1997 


To the Honorable Board of Selectmen 
Town of Boxford 
Boxford, Massachusetts 


We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Town of Boxford, 
Massachusetts, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Town's management. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our 
audit. 


We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and the provisions of 
Office and Management and Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State and Local Governments. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as 
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable 


basis for our opinion. 


The financial statements referred to above do not include the general fixed assets account group, 


which should be included to conform with generally accepted accounting principles. Inasmuch as the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts does not require, and the Town has not capitalized, fixed assets, the 


amount that should be recorded in the general fixed asset account group is not known. 


In our opinion, based on our audit, except for the effect on the financial statements of the matters 


described in the preceding paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above 
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Town of Boxford, Massachusetts, at 


June 30, 1996, and the results of its operations and cash flows of its proprietary fund types for the year 
then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 


In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated January 17, 
1997 on our consideration of the Town of Boxford's internal control structure and a report dated 


January 17, 1997 on its’ compliance with laws and regulations. 


7 Koy 
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Certified Public Accountants 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 


COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND EQUITY 

ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES AND EXPENDABLE TRUST FUNDS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Governmental Fund Types 


Special 
Revenue 


Funds 


$839,311 


Capital 
Projects 
Funds 


$264,600 


Fiduciary Fund 
Type 
Expendable 


Trust 
Funds 


$111,854 


——eeeeeeeee A 


839,311 


524,652 


322,323 


$264,600 


840,270 


111,854 


113,436 


a _—C— 


General 
Fund 
REVENUES: 
Taxes and excise $9,712,268 
Licenses and permits 237,783 
Interest income 63,641 
Intergovernmental 1,509,323 
Departmental and other 22,765 
Fines 108,842 
Total Revenues 11,654,622 
EXPENDITURES: 
General government 768,357 
Public safety 1,251,906 
Public works 894,305 
Human services 183,929 
Culture and recreation 219,118 
Education 6,554,614 
State and county 80,104 
Capital outlay 
Debt service 1,013,277 
Unclassified 765,339 
Total Expenditures 11,730,949 
Excess (deficiency) of Revenues 
over Expenditures (76,327) 
OTHER FINANCING 
SOURCES (USES): 
Bond proceeds 
Operating transfers in 58,709 
Operating transfers out (263,765) 
(205,056) 
Excess (deficiency) of Revenues 
and Other Financing Sources over 
Expenditures and Other 
Financing Uses (281,383) 
FUND EQUITY (Deficit): 
July 1, 1995 (as restated) 2,121,460 
June 30, 1996 $1,840,077 


See notes to general purpose financial statements. 


846,975 


(7,664) 


13,065 
24,409 
(11,344) 


(19,008) 


106,129 


$87,121 
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840,270 


(575,670) 


5,280,000 
250,700 


5,530,700 


4,955,030 


(286,701) 
$4,668,329 


113,436 


(1,582) 


(30,000) 
(30,000) 


(31,582) 


542,929 


ee ————e EE Eee 
ee 


Combined Total 
(Memorandum 


only) 


$9,712,268 
237,783 
175,495 
2,613,234 
22,765 
108,842 


12,870,387 


1,406,445 
1,251,906 
894,305 
183,929 
219,118 
6,876,937 
80,104 
840,270 
1,013,277 
765,339 


___ 13,531,630 


(661,243) 


5,280,000 
322,474 


(318,174) 
5,284,300 


4,623,057 


2,483,817 


$7,106,874 


TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 


COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 


BUDGET AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND - BUDGETARY BASIS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


REVENUES: 


Taxes and excise 
Licenses and permits 
Interest income 
Intergovernmental 
Departmental and other 
Fines 


Total Revenues 


Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 
Unreserved fund balance transfers 


Total other sources 


Total revenue and other sources 


EXPENDITURES: 


General government 
Public safety 

Public works 

Human services 
Culture and recreation 
Education 

State and county 

Debt service 
Unclassified 


Total Expenditures 


Excess of revenues and other 
sources over expenditures 


See notes to general purpose financial statements. 


__11,838,354 


General fund 


Budget Actual 
$9,504,914 $9,658,148 
155,000 237,783 
65,000 63,641 
1,445,629 1,509,323 
40,000 22.765 
80,000 108,842 
11,290,543 11,600,502 
34,300 58,709 

(262,719) (263,765) 

776,230 776,230 
547,811 571,174 


12,171,676 


744,969 723,680 
1,402,328 1-3'72,595 
776,088 952,472 
246,770 244,603 
209,205 206,038 
6,561,982 6,561,982 
86,536 80,104 
1,018,013 OIS 277 
792,463.) ne 62739" 
$0 __ $254,186. 


——— 
oO 
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Variance 


Favorable 


(Unfavorable) _ 


$153,234 
82,783 

(1,359) 
63,694 

(17,235) 
28,842 


309,959 
24,409 
(1,046) 

0 


23,363 


Ponisi 225 


21,289 
29,733 
(176,384) 

2,167 
3,167 

0 
6,432 
4,736 
29,724 


($79,136) 


TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN 
RETAINED EARNINGS - PROPRIETARY FUND TYPE 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Enterprise 
Fund 
REVENUES: 
Roadside Waste $145,874 
EXPENSES: 
Supplies and maintenance : 136,522 
Excess of Revenues over 
Expenditures 9,352 
OTHER FINANCING USES: 
Operating transfers out (4,300) 
Excess of Revenues 
and Other Financing Sources over 
Expenditures 5,052 
RETAINED EARNINGS: 
July 1, 1995 3,018 
June 30, 1996 $8,070 


See notes to general purpose financial statements. 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS - 
PROPRIETARY FUND TYPE 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES AND 


NONOPERATING REVENUE: 
Net income from operations $5,052 
Adjustments to reconcile net income 
from operations to net cash provided by 
operating activities: 
Effects of changes in assets and liabilities: 
Accounts Payable (10,035) 
Net cash provided (used) by operating activities —_ (4,983) 
DECREASE IN CASH AND EQUIVALENTS: 
CASH AND EQUIVALENTS, beginning of year 27,981 
CASH AND EQUIVALENTS, end of year $22,998 


See notes to general purpose financial statements. 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Reporting Entity: 


The Town of Boxford is governed by an elected three-member Board of Selectmen. Generally | 


accepted accounting principles ("GAAP") requires that the accompanying general purpose 


financial statements present the Town of Boxford (the primary government) and its component 
units. Component units are included in the Town's reporting entity if their operational and 
financial relationships with the Town are significant. Pursuant to this criteria, the following | 
entities have been excluded from the accompanying general purpose financial statements: 


- Essex County Retirement System 


- Masconomet Regional School District 
- North Shore Regional Vocational School District 


Summary of Significant Accounting Policies: 


The accounting policies of the Town of Boxford, Massachusetts, conform to generally | 


accepted accounting principles as applicable to governmental units, except that the Town does _ 


not include a statement of general fixed assets. The following is a summary of the more 
significant policies: | 


(a) Basis of Presentation-Fund Accounting: 


The activities of the Town are accounted for through the use of several funds and an | 
account group, each of which is a separate accounting entity. The operations of each © 
fund and account group are accounted for through a separate set of self-balancing | 
accounts which are summarized by type in the financial statements. The following _ 


fund types and account group are used by the Town: 


Governmental Fund Types: 


Government Funds are those through which most governmental functions of the Town ~ 
are financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the Town's expendable financial 
resources and the related liabilities are accounted for through governmental funds. The | 
measurement focus is based upon determination of changes in financial position, rather © 
. than upon net income determination. The following are the Town's governmental fund — 


types: 


General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Town. It | | 


is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be 
accounted for in another fund. 
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_ TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 
Summary of significant accounting policies - continued: 


(a) Basis of Presentation-Fund Accounting - continued: 


Governmental Fund Types - continued: 


Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the 


proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than expendable trusts, or major 


capital projects) that are legally restricted to specified purposes. 


Capital Project Funds - Capital Project Funds are used to account for financial 
resources to be used for the acquisition or construction of major capital 


facilities (other than those financed by Trust Funds). 


Fiduciary Fund Types: 


Trust Funds - Fiduciary Funds are used to account for assets held by the Town 
in a trustee capacity or as an agent. Trust Funds include Expendable Trust 


Funds. Expendable Trust Funds are reported as Governmental Funds. 


Proprietary Fund Types: 


Enterprise Fund - The Enterprise Fund is used to account for operations that are 
financed and operated in a manner similar to private business enterprises where 
net income and capital maintenance are measured. Costs of providing services 
to the general public on a continuing basis, including depreciation, are financed 


or recovered primarily through user charges. 


Account Group: 


General Long-term Obligations Account Group - This account group is used to 


account for all long-term obligations of the Town. 


(b) Measurement Focus: 


All Governmental Funds and Expendable Trust Funds are accounted for on a spending 
or "financial flow” measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current 
assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheets. The reported 
fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of "available spendable 
resources." Governmental Fund operating statements present increases (revenues and 
other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net 


current assets. 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 


NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 


Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - continued: 


(b) 


(c) 


YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 | 


Measurement Focus - continued: 


Accordingly, such statements present a summary of sources and uses of "available 
spendable resources" during a period. Noncurrent portions of long-term receivables | 
due to Governmental Funds are reported on their balance sheets notwithstanding their | 
spending measurement focus. Special reporting treatments are used to indicate, 
however, that they should not be considered "available spendable resources," since they | 
do not represent net current assets. Recognition of Governmental Fund type revenues ~ 


represented by noncurrent receivables is deferred until they become current receivables. — 


Because of their spending measurement focus, expenditure recognition for 
Governmental Fund types is limited to exclude amounts represented by noncurrent 
liabilities. Since they do not affect net current assets, such long-term amounts are not 


recognized as Governmental Fund type expenditures or fund liabilities, but are reported — 
as liabilities in the General Long-Term Obligations Account Group. 


Basis of Accounting: 


The modified accrual basis of accounting is followed by Governmental Funds and 
Expendable Trust Funds. Under the modified accrual basis, revenue is recognized that — 
is both measurable and available to pay liabilities of the current period. Revenues not 
considered available are recorded as deferred revenues. Expenditures are recorded 
when the liability is incurred except for interest on general long-term obligations, 
which is recorded when due. 


In applying the susceptible to accrual concept to intergovernmental revenues, there are 
essentially two types of revenues. In one, monies must be expended for the specific 
purpose or project before any amounts will be paid to the Town; therefore, revenues are 
recognized based upon the expenditures incurred. In the other, monies are virtually 
unrestricted and are usually revocable only for failure to comply with prescribed 
compliance requirements. These resources are reflected as revenues at the time of 
receipt or earlier if the susceptible to accrual criteria are met. 


Property taxes are recognized as revenue in the year for which taxes have been levied, 
provided they are collected within 60 days after year end. Licenses and permits, fines 
and forfeitures and miscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenues when received in 
cash because they are generally not measurable until actually received. Investment 


earnings are recorded as earned. 
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TOWN BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 


NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 


YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - continued: 


(d) 


(e) 


(f) 


(g) 


(h) 


Encumbrances: 


Encumbrance accounting under which purchase orders, contracts and other 
commitments for the expenditure of funds are recorded in order to reserve that portion 
of the applicable appropriation, is employed in Governmental Funds. Open 
encumbrances at year-end are reported as reservations of fund balances. 
Encumbrances do not constitute expenditures or liabilities. 


Investments: 
Investments are stated at lower of cost or market. 


Inventory: 


Inventory items, which are not material to the general purpose financial statements, are 
recorded as expenditures when purchased. 


General Fixed Assets: 


General fixed assets are recorded as expenditures in applicable Governmental Funds. 
The Town does not capitalize the cost of general fixed assets in a General Fixed Asset 
Account Group which is consistent with the practice of many municipalities in the 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


Compensated Absences: 


GAAP requires the accrual of a liability for vested or accumulated vacation and sick 
leave. Compensated absences expected to be liquidated with expendable available 
financial resources are reported as expenditures and fund liabilities. Accounts that are 
not expected to be liquidated are reported in the General Long-Term Obligations 


Account Group. 


Employees earn vacation as they provide services. Except in certain circumstances, 
vacation time earned must be used annually and shall not be cumulative from year to 
year. In the case of estimated sick leave benefits only that portion of benefits 
calculated based on termination benefits would be presented as a liability in the 
General Long-Term Obligations Account Group at June 30, 1996. 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - continued: 


(h) Compensated Absences - continued: 


The Town of Boxford has no such termination benefits exist thus were not included in — 
the financial statements. Since employees can be paid sick leave only when sick, the | 
employees’ accumulating mghts to receive compensation for future absences are > 
contingent upon the absences being caused by future illnesses and, accordingly such © 
amounts cannot be reasonably estimated, thus are not included in the financial | 
statements. | 


(1) Post Retirement/Health Care and Life Insurance Benefits: 


The Town provides the majority of retired employees with payments for a portion of _ 
their health care and life insurance benefits. These benefits are provided. through 
various health maintenance organizations. Benefits paid by the Town are on a pay-as- 
you-go basis, and there is no actuarial valuation available as of June 30, 1996, which 
would permit an estimation of the unfunded past service cost liability, the future costs 
of current participants in the plan, and the annual amounts needed to fund such costs. 


GQ) Deferred Compensation: 


The Town offers its employees a Deferred Compensation Plan (the Plan) created in 
accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The Plan, which is available to 
all employees, permits participants to defer a portion of their salary until future years. 
Amounts deferred under the Plan are not available to employees until termination, 
retirement, death or unforeseeable emergency. 


All amounts of compensation deferred under this Plan, all property and rights 
purchased with the amounts, and all income attributable to these amounts are solely 
the property and rights of the employer, subject only to the claims of the employer's 
general creditors. Participants’ rights under the Plan are equal to those of general 
creditors of the employer in an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred 
account of each participant. The Town has no liability for losses under the Plan but | 
does have the duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary prudent investor. _ 
The Town believes it is unlikely that Plan assets will be used to satisfy future claims of _ 
general creditors. At June 30, 1996 assets of $463,952 is recorded in the Agency | 
Fund. 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - continued: 
(k) Total Columns: 


Total columns on the combined statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
columns do not present financial position, results of operations or changes in financial 
position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Such data is not 
comparable to a consolidation since interfund eliminations have not been made. 


Budgetary Accounting: 


An annual budget is legally adopted for the General Fund at Town meetings. Expenditures are 


limited to the line items as voted at the Town meetings. Transfers or unencumbered 


appropriation balances between departments or agencies must be approved at Town meetings. 


At the close of each fiscal year, unencumbered appropriation balances (appropriations less 
expenditures and encumbrances) revert to the unreserved fund balance. Unencumbered 
appropriation balances in the Capital Project Fund, however, do not lapse at the end of the 
fiscal year. 


The Town prepares its budget on a basis of accounting that differs from generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP). The actual results of operations are presented in the 
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Equity. The Combined 
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures - Budgetary Basis is presented to provide a 
meaningful comparison of actual results with the budget. 


The major differences between the budgetary basis of accounting and GAAP are that: 


(1) Budgeted revenues are recorded when cash is received, except for real estate and 
personal property taxes which are recorded as revenue when levied (budget), as opposed 
to when susceptible to accrual (GAAP). 


(2) Encumbrances are recorded as the equivalent of expenditures (budget) as opposed to a 
reservation of fund balance (GAAP). 


(3) Reserve fund transfers are recorded as sources (budget) as opposed to not recorded 
(GAAP). 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Budgetary Accounting - continued: 
A reconciliation of budgetary basis to GAAP basis results is presented below: 
GAAP basis: 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 

financing sources over (under) expenditures 

and other financing uses $(281,383) 


Reconciling Items: 


Real estate and personal property 
revenue recognition : (54,120) 


Transfer from unreserved fund 


balance 776,230 
Encumbrance/expenditure recognition (186.541) 
Budgetary basis: 


Excess of revenues and other 
financing sources over expenditures 
and other financing uses - 254,186 


Cash and Investments: 


The Town maintains a cash and investment pool that is available for use by all funds. Each 
fund type's portion of this pool is displayed on the combined balance sheet as "Cash and Short- 
Term Investments". 


. Statutes authorize the Town to invest in obligations of the U.S. Treasury, agencies, and 
instrumentalities, certificates of deposit, repurchase agreements, money market accounts, bank 
deposits and the State Treasurer's investment pool. In addition, there are various restrictions 
limiting the amount and length of deposits and investments. 


At year end, the carrying amount of the Town's deposits was $708,117 and the bank balance 
was $778,755. Of the bank balance, $314,753 was covered by federal depository insurance, 
$129,859 was covered by state depository insurance, and $343,143 was covered through 
purchased insurance from Fleet Bank. 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 


YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


4. Cash and Investments - continued: 


Investments are categorized into these three categories of credit risk: 


(1) Insured or registered, or securities held by the government or its agent in the government's 
name. 


(2) Uninsured or unregistered, with securities held by counterparty's trust department or agent 
in the government's name. 


(3) Uninsured or unregistered, with securities held by counterparty's trust department or agent 
but not in the government's name. 


The following schedule categorizes the Town's investments: 


Category Category Category Market 
1 2 3 Total Value 
Investment: 
Government obligations $977,267 $977,267 $1,015,827 
Investments not subject to 
categorization: 

State Treasurer’s Investment Pool 4,102,449 4,102,449 
Money Markets 1,440,241 1,440,241 
Certificates of Deposit 230,000 230,000 
Mutual Funds 37,224 37,224 
Total Town Funds $6,787,181 $6,825,741 


Following is a reconciliation of investments and cash and short-term investments as summarized 
above to the balance as recorded in the combined balance sheet: 


Cash and Short-term 


Investments Investments 
As presented above $ 6,787,181 $ 708,117 
Reclass: Short-term investments reported in combined 
balance sheet as cash and short-term investments, as follows: 
Mutual Funds (37,224) 37,224 
Money Market Investments (1,440,241) 1,440,241 
State Treasurer’s Investment Pool (4,102,449) 4,102,449 
$ 1,207,267 $ 6.288.031 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 


YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Property Taxes: 


Real and personal property taxes are based on values assessed as of each January 1, and are 
normally due on August 1, November 1, February 1, and May 1, or thirty days subsequent to | 
mailing date. By law, all taxable property in the Commonwealth must be assessed at 100% of 
fair cash value. Taxes due and unpaid after the respective due dates are subject to interest and | 
penalties. The Town has an ultimate right to foreclose on property for which taxes have not | 
been paid. Property taxes levied are recorded as receivables, net of estimated uncollectibles, in | 
the fiscal year of the levy. Property tax revenues are recorded in accordance with the modified 


accrual basis of accounting described in Note 2(c). 


A statewide tax limitation statute known as "Proposition 2 1/2" limits the property tax levy to | 
an amount equal to 2-1/2% of the value of all taxable property in the Town. A secondary | 
limitation is that no levy in a fiscal year may exceed the preceding year's allowable tax levy by | 
more than 2-1/2%, plus taxes levied on certain property newly added to the tax rolls. Certain | 
"Proposition 2-1/2" taxing limitations can be overridden by a Town wide referendum vote. | 


Other Receivables: 


The principal amounts classified as other receivables in the General Fund included the | 
following at June 30, 1996: 


Motor vehicle excise $ 113,903 
Tax titles and possessions 118,973 
$ 232.876 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED © 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


he Long-Term Debt - continued: 


Payments of general long-term obligations due in future years consist of the following: 


Principal Interest Total 
Year ending June 30, 
1997 $ 945,000 $ 502,083 $ 1,447,083 
1998 955,000 440,751 1,395,/33 
1999 970,000 378,413 1,348,413 
2000 385,000 327,868 712,868 
2001 320,000 302,980 622,980 
Thereafter 4,995,000 2,347,175 7,342,175 
TOTAL $ 8.570,000 $ 4.299.270 $ 12,869.270 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has approved school construction assistance to the 
Town. The assistance program which is administered by the School Building Assistance — 
Bureau provides resources for future debt service of general obligation school bonds 
outstanding. During fiscal 1996, the Town received $745,681 of such assistance. 


8. Temporary Borrowing: 


The Town is authorized to borrow on a temporary basis to fund the following: 


e Current operating costs prior to the collection of revenues through issuance of revenue or 
tax anticipation notes (RANS or TANS). 


e Capital project costs and other approved expenditures incurred prior to obtaining 
permanent financing through issuance of bond anticipation notes (BANS) or grant 


anticipation notes (GANS). 


Temporary loans are general obligations of the Town and carry maturity dates which are 
limited by statute. Interest expenditures for temporary borrowing are accounted for in the 


General Fund. 


The Town borrowed on its own behalf BANS in the Capital Projects Fund. BANS outstanding — 
at June 30, 1996 are listed below: 


Date of Outstanding at 
Description Date of Issue Maturity Interest Rate June 30, 1996 
School BAN 5/10/96 7/26/96 3.79% $ 110,000 
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- TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Temporary Borrowing (continued): 


As of June 30, 1996, the Town had $1,200,000 authorized and unissued debt. The BANs 
maturing on August 30, 1995; May 10, 1996; and June 20, 1996 were retired as scheduled. 


Commitments and Contingencies: 


Various legal actions and claims are pending against the Town. Litigation is subject to many 
uncertainties, and the outcome of individual litigated matters is not always predictable. 
Although the amount of liability, if any, at June 30, 1996, cannot be ascertained, management 
believes any resulting liability should not materially affect the financial position of the Town 


at June 30, 1996. 


The Town participates in a number of Federal financial assistance programs. Although the 
Town grant programs have been audited in accordance with the provisions of the Single Audit 
Act of 1984 through June 30, 1996, these programs are still subject to financial and 
compliance audits. The amount, if any, of expenditures which may be disallowed by the 
granting agencies cannot be determined at this time, although the Town expects such amounts, 


if any, to be immaterial. 
Retirement System: 


Plan description - - 
The Town contributes to the Essex County Retirement System, a multiple employer plan 


established under Chapter 32 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
The Town's payroll for employees covered by the System for the year ended June 30, 1996 


was $1,647,982. 


Substantially all full-time and some part time employees of the Town, except teachers and 
certain administrative personnel employed by the School Department, participate in the 
System. Benefits paid under the plan, referred to as "retirement allowance," include both an 
annuity portion, funded principally from amounts contributed by the participants, and a 


pension portion funded by the Town. 


The participants contribute a certain percentage of their compensation annually, determined by 
their date of employment as follows: 


Year employed Employee contribution rate 
Prior to 1975 5% 

1975 - 1983 7T% 

1984 and later 8% 

1979 and later 2% of salary in excess of $30,000 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS -CONTINUED 


YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Retirement System - continued: 


The employer contribution by the Town as determined by the actuarial valuation of January 1, 
1992, consists of the amount required to pay the employer normal cost plus the amortization o} 
the original unfunded actuarial liability. 


Teachers and certain administrative employees of the School Department participate in a 
contributory retirement plan administered by the Massachusetts Teachers Retirement Board. 
Contributions to this plan are made entirely by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 


therefore, the Town does not contribute to the plan. 


Funding status and progress- 


The amount shown below as the "pension benefit obligation" is a standardized disclosure | 
measure of the present value of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of projected salary 
increases and step-rate benefits, estimated to be payable in the future as a result of employee 
service to date. The measure is intended to help users assess the funding status of the System 
On a going-concern basis, assess progress made in accumulating sufficient assets to pay | 
benefits when due, and make comparisons among employers. The measure is the actuarial 
present value of credited projected benefits and is independent of the funding methods used to 


determine contributions to the System. 


Statement No. 5 of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board requires that actuarial 
valuations be performed at least biennially, with an actuarial update to the date 12 months after _ 
that biennial valuation. A new valuation is required if significant changes have been made to 
benefit provisions since the last valuation. The most recent actuarial valuation of the system 
was prepared by the Massachusetts Retirement Law Commission as of January 1, 1992. 


Significant actuarial assumptions used in the valuation include: 
1. Rate of investment return of 8.5% per annum, compounded annually. 
2. Projected salary increase of 6% per annum, compounded annually. 


No cost-of-living increases have been assumed as these benefits are the 
responsibility of the state. 


U2 


4. The $30,000 salary pay cap no longer applies for purposes of benefit determination. 


5. Assets are valued at market value as reported to the Public Employees’ Retirement 
Administration. 


121 


TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS -CONTINUED 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Retirement System - continued: 


Because the last available summary of the unfunded pension benefit obligation of the Town of 
Boxford portion of the Essex County Retirement System is as of January 1, 1992, detail 
surrounding the unfunded actuarial accrued liability has not been presente. 


Contribution requirements and contributions made - 
In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, employer contributions to the System have 


historically been determined on a pay-as-you-go basis. Generally accepted accounting 
principles require that the annual minimum provision for pension costs should include normal 
cost, interest on unfunded past service cost liability, and amortization of unfunded vested 
benefits, based on an acceptable actuarial cost method. 


The Pension Reform Act of 1987 was enacted by the State Legislature in January 1988. The 
act amends Chapter 32 of the General Laws and requires amortization of the unfunded pension 
liability over a minimum forty-year period. The law also permits each retirement board to 
waive the $30,000 pay cap for employees hired after 1978 and, accordingly, the Board of 
Directors of the Essex County Retirement System voted to waive the pay cap effective 
January 1, 1989. Beginning July 1, 1994, the employer contribution is determined using the 
various funding schedules derived under Section 22D. These include at a minimum, amounts 
for the employer normal cost plus the amortization of the original unfunded actuarial liability. 

The employer contribution to the System for the year ended June 30, 1996, was $239,438 
(14.5 percent of the current covered payroll); employee contributions for the period were 
$122,852 (7.5 percent of covered payroll). The three year and ten year historical trend 
information required by Statement No. 5 of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
will be presented in future years as the data becomes available from the Massachusetts 


Retirement Law Commission. 


Risk Financing: 


The Town is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of damage to and destruction 
of assets; errors and omissions; natural disasters and various employee benefits including 


health, workers’ compensation and unemployment compensation. 


The Town is a part of a premium based self insurance group which insures for worker's 
compensation, general and personal liability, through the Massachusetts Inter-local Insurance 
Association (MIIA). The Town essentially transfers risk through payment of an annual 


assessment which is adjusted according to the Town's experience history. All other insurance 


is carried through conventional carriers. 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS -CONTINUED 


YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 


Landfill Closure and Postclosure Care Costs: 


The Town's landfill is not closed. It is scheduled to be closed however in July of 1998. At that 
time a final cover will be installed in accordance with State and Federal laws and regulations. 
Those laws and regulations also require the Town to perform certain maintenance and 
monitoring functions ("Postclosure care") at the site for 30 years after the landfill cover is 
installed. In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, the estimated cost of 
closure and postclosure care costs has been estimated at this time to be $1,970,000. Because 
80% of the landfill has been used to date, 80% of $1,970,000 or $1,576,000 has been 
established as the Town's liability and has been accrued in the General Long Term Obligations 


Account group. 
Restatement of Fund Balance: 


The general fund balance at June 30, 1995 has been restated as follows: 


Fund balance, June 30, 1995 as previously reported $1,913,145 
Cash understatement 208,315 


Fund balance, June 30, 1995 as restated $2,121,460 


Subsequent Event: 


At a Special Town Meeting on October 22, 1996 the Town voted to appropriate $388,308 of 
fund balance for special education costs, capital improvements and a contingency fund. 


123 


TOWN OF BOXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 


RECONCILIATION OF TREASURER'S CASH 


JUNE 30, 1996 


Treasurer's Cash Balance, June 30, 1996 


Composition of Balance on June 30, 1996: 


Cash and short-term investments on deposit: 


Massachusetts Municipal Depository Trust 
Prudential Securities 

Fleet Bank 

Family Bank 

Eastern Bank 

BayBank 


Total cash and short-term investments 
Adjustments: 


Deposits in transit 

Transfers 

Outstanding checks 
Miscellaneous/accrued interest & earnings 
Petty cash (not on deposit) 


Composition of Treasurer's Cash Balance: 


General Fund 

Special Revenue Funds 
Capital Projects Funds 
Trust Funds 

Enterprise Fund 
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$ 6,288,031 


$ 4,102,449 
1,200,032 
560,900 
349,880 
150,538 


50.931 


$ 6,414,730 


151,141 
17,302 

(736,867) 
441,000 
725 


$6,288,031 


$ 1,982,803 
87,121 
3,913,762 
281,347 
IBLE DIS 


$ 6.288.031 
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS 


Chairperson of the Board of Assessors, Mrs. Mary Morton was joined this year by Mr. George 
Upton (elected May 1996 for one year to fill the vacancy left by former Chairman Mr. Edward 
Checkwood); and by Mr. Mario Leslie who was appointed by the Board of Selectmen at their 
October 13th meeting to fill the one year vacancy left by the resignation of Mr. Gordon Price. 
The office staff continued operations with one full and two part-time employees. 


1996 will be remembered as a very busy year for the Assessors Office. Beside witnessing the 
end to the state dictated task of "Remeasuring and Relisting" all properties in town, initiated in 
1994, Boxford also underwent the obligatory triennial "revaluation" in concert with a state 
assigned administrator. As a result of the aforementioned activities, in conjunction with very 
strong new growth generated by new home construction, Boxford would have experienced a 
dramatic decline in its tax rate in 1997 from $13.45 to $12.30. However, increased spending 
voted by the 1996 Town Meetings, reversed the process forcing the 1997 tax rate to $13.70. 


Board of Assessors 


Mary Morton, Chairperson 
George Upton 
Mario Leslie 
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State Tax Form 31C THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Department of Revenue 


TAX RATE RECAPITULATION 
OF 
FISCAL 1997 
____ BOXFORD 
City or Town 
I. TAX RATE SUMMARY 
A. Total Amount to be Raised (from IIE) $ 14,458,673.70 
B. Total Estimated Receipts and Other Revenue Sources (from IIE) $ 
C. Tax Levy (IA minus IB) Aa SISTER 
D. Distribution of Tax Rates and Levies X | Classified (J Unclassitied 


(b) (c) (d) (e) 
Levy IC above times Valuation Levy by 
Percentage Each Percent by Class Tax Rates Class 


(from LA-5) in col (b) (from LA-5) (c) / (d) x 1000 (d) x (e) / 1000 


9,937,310. 32 725,351,441 [3.70 9,937,314.74 
37,821.61 2,760,800 13.70 37,822.96 
| 
13.70 118,737.64 
13.70 6,733.55 
10, 100,608.89 


13.70 143,597.36 


$ 
10,244, 206.25 


MUST EQUAL IC 


Board of Assessors of TOWN OF BOXFORD 12/3/96 508 887-3674 
City or Town Date Tel. No 


W Lrrta Cas 1 Gapped bill Aan BU ge 


Do Not Write Below This Line —- For Department of Revenue Use Only 


Reviewed by FY97 Growth $ 
FY97 Levy Limit $ 

Date FY98 Base $ 

‘ FY97 Estimated 
Tax Rate (s) I. Receipts § 
II. FY97 Overlay $ 
Ill. - IV. 
Director of Accounts 126 Dite Approved by 


Commissioner of Revenue 


{t. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED 


A. APPROPRIATIONS (col. (b) through col. (e) from Schedule B, Page 4) 
B. OTHER AMOUNTS TO BE RAISED 

1 Amounts certified for tax title purposes 

2 Debt + interest charges not included in Schedule B 


3 Final court judgments 
4 Total overlay deficits of prior years 
5 Total Cherry Sheet offsets (see Cherry Sheet 1-ER) 
6 Revenue deficits 
7 Offset receipts deficits Ch. 44, Sec. 53E 
8 Authonzed Deferral of Teachers’ Pay 
9 Snow and Ice deficit Ch. 44 Sec. 31D 
10 Other (specify on separate letter) veterans & County Retirement 
TOTAL B (Total lines 1 through 10) 
C. STATE AND COUNTY CHERRY SHEET CHARGES (CS. 1-EC cols. 1 and 2) 
D. ALLOWANCE FOR ABATEMENTS AND EXEMPTIONS (OVERLAY) 
E. TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE RAISED (Total ITA through ITD) 


| {Ul ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND OTHER REVENUE SOURCES 


A. ESTIMATED RECEIPTS - STATE 
1. Cherry Sheet Estimated Receipts (C.S. 1-ER Total) 
2. Cherry Sheet Overestimates (C.S. 1-EC Part E col. 3) 
‘TOTAL A (Total Lines | and 2) 


B. ESTIMATED RECEIPTS - LOCAL 
1. Local Receipts Not Allocated (Page 3, col. (b), Line 23) 
2. Offset Receipts (See Schedule A-1) 
3. Enterprise Funds (See Schedule A-2) 
4. Revolving Funds (See Schedule A-3) 
TOTAL B (Total Lines | through 4) 


C. REVENUE SOURCES APPROPRIATED FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSES 
1. Free Cash (Page 4, col. (c) ) 
2. Other Available Funds (Page 4, col. (d) ) 
TOTAL C (Total Lines | and 2) 


D. OTHER REVENUE SOURCES APPROPRIATED SPECIFICALLY TO 
REDUCE THE TAX RATE 
1. Free Cash ... date of appropriation( / / ) 
2. Municipal Light Source 
3. Teachers’ Pay Deferral 
4. Other Source (Specify) 
TOTAL D (Total Lines 1 through 4) 


E. TOTAL ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND OTHER REVENUE SOURCES 
(Total ITIA through IID) 


$12.228,.685.45 
$ 12,000.00 
SMS57. 97487 
$ 4,689.98 
$ 0 
$10,169.00 
5 a) ee 
Si Ses) ee 
Rat Antal © Shea 
$478,019.94 
S$ 269,096. 81 
$ 2,031,949.94 
ae 63 30400) 


Oe SEVER VOR E 
$_14,458,673.70 


$1,542,864. 
$ JEL 


$_ 1,548,636.00 


$ 0) 


$1,224,435.00 


$ 930,262.45 


$ See 400 


$4.214,467.45 


[V. SUMMARY OF TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE RAISED AND TOTAL RECEIPTS FROM ALL SOURCES 


_ FILL IN AFTER PAGE | IS COMPLETE. 


A. TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE RAISED (from IIE) 
_ B. TOTAL ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND OTHER 
REVENUE SOURCES (from ITIE) 
C. TOTAL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY (from IC) 
D. TOTAL RECEIPTS FROM ALL SOURCES (TOTAL IVB plus IVC) 
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$_ 14,458,673.70 


$4,214, 467.45 


3 10,244,206.25 


$3 _14,458,673.70 


SCHEDULE A. LOCAL RECEIPTS NOT ALLOCATED * (a) (b) 
Actual Estimated** 
Receipts Receipts 
Fiscal 1996 Fiscal 1997 
1. Motor Vehicle Excise $ 813,234 $ 720,000 


2. Other Excise (Including Hotel/Motel) 


3. Penalties and Interest on Taxes and Excises 30,000 


66,192 

4. Payment in Lieu of Taxes (Including 121As) 
5. Charges for Services - Water 

6. Charges for Services - Sewer 

7. Charges for Services - Hospital 

8. Charges for Services - Trash Disposal 

9. Other Charges for Services 

10. Fees 

11. Rentals 

12. Departmental Revenue - Schools 

13. Departmental Revenue - Libraries 
14. Departmental Revenue - Cemeteries 


15. Departmental Revenue - Recreation 


16. Other Departmental Revenue 


‘17. Licenses and Permits 


18. Special Assessments 


See 


237,783 


See OC 


170,000 _ . 


19. Fines and Forfeits 42,650 30,000 
20. Investment Income 63.64] 50,000 
21. Miscellaneous Recurring (please specify) 

22. Miscellaneous Non-Recurring (please specify) 6.916 

23. TOTALS $_ 1,274,998 $ 1,030,000 


I hereby certify that the actual receipts from the preceding fiscal year as shown in column (a) are, to the best of 

my knowledge and belief, true, correct and complete, and I further certify that I have examined the entries made on 
page 4 of the fiscal 1997 Tax Rate Recapitulation form by the City or Town Clerk and hereby acknowledge that such 
entries correctly reflect the appropriations made and the sources from which such appropriations are to be met. 


12/3/96 = y, AL 508 887-0710 


Date Accountant/Auditor Telephone No. 


* Receipts voted by the City/Town Council or Town Meeting as offsets to the appropriation of a specific department 
listed on Schedule A-1, enterprise fund on Schedule A-2 or revolving fund on Schedule A-3 must not be included 
in columns (a) or (b). 


** If any estimate in column (b) is greater than the actual line item in column (a), factual support for the increase 
should be submitted in writing for approval of the Commissioner of Revenue. Also, if any estimate in column (b) is 
less than the actual line item in column (a) by a significant amount, a note explaining this difference must also be 
submitted. 


128 


SCHEDULE B. CERTIFICATION OF APPROPRIATIONS AND SOURCE OF FUNDING 


APPROPRIATIONS 
(a) © 


SOURCES OF FUNDING 
(d) 


(b) (e) (f) 


City/Town Total td From Other AIS Memo 

Council or Appropriations | From Raise and Available From Offset Only 
Town of Each Appropriate Funds Receipts, Enterprise | Borrowing 

. Meeting Meeting (Tax Levy) Funds or Authorization 


Revolving Funds 


5/14/96 Pak 910,391 10,597,854 117,490 5,082 189,435 450,000 


189,435 fe 


E 
= 


Must Equal 
Cols. (b) thru (e) 


* Enter in this column the fiscal year to which the appropriation relates, i.e., FY96 or FY97. 


** Appropriations included in column (b) must not be reduced by local receipts (Schedule A) or any other 
funding source. Appropriations must be entered in gross in order to avoid a duplication in the use of 
estimated or other sources of receipts. 


*** See Schedules A-1, A-2, and/or A-3. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing appropriations and the provisions for meeting the same are as voted 
and correctly reflect the use of offset receipts and enterprise funds. 


TOWN OF BOXFORD 12/3/96 : i 7 508 887-0806 


City/Town Date Clerk Tel. No. 
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BOXFORD FINANCE COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL REPORT 
1996 


spending-related issues at Town Meetings. The Committee also authorizes transfers 

from the Reserve Fund to meet unexpected needs between town meetings. Through 
its review and recommendations the Finance Committee helps town voters make decisions on 
how best to use town resources to meet community needs. 


r “he Finance Committee reviews the town budget and makes recommendations on 


Boxford voters have traditionally supported public spending for public safety, health, education, 
recreation, social services, and preservation of the town’s unique environment. Education, 
which accounts for the largest share of the town budget, is a priority for many Boxford 
families. However, many Boxford households are without school age children: adults without 
children, working parents with children past school age, and elderly persons on fixed incomes. 
For these groups interest in education is indirect, reflecting the public value of education and 
the effect of school quality on property values. For some residents, preserving the town 
environment is a top priority reflected in support for municipal land purchases. The Finance 
Committee seeks to balance the interests of these constituent groups and provide for basic 
town services with fiscally responsible actions. 


Tax Base. Most of Boxford’s revenue comes from property taxes. In a town without a 
significant industrial or commercial tax base, Boxford homeowners bear almost all of the costs 
of town services. The comparatively high value of homes in town, however, means that the 
residential tax base is high relative to the number of residents requiring services. The graph 
below compares the average assessed value of single family homes in Boxford with medians 
of twenty nearby towns and twenty upper-income towns in Essex and Middlesex counties. 
Boxford ranks 9th in the state in household income but has home values somewhat below those 
of other high-income communities, reflecting the market valuation of the town’s amenities, 
schools, and proximity to Boston compared with other upper-income suburbs. 


Average Single-Family Home Values 
Boxford compared with other towns, FY 1996 


Assessed Value 


Nearby Towns Boxford Upper-income Towns 
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Taxes, In Fiscal 1996 Boxford’s average single-family property tax bill increased 4.6 percent 
over Fiscal 1995. This compares to the median increase statewide of 4.5 percent. Boxford’s 
average tax bill falls squarcly between the averages for those of nearby towns and those of its 
upper-income peer group towns. Among twenty nearby towns, only one (Wenham) had a 
higher average tax bill for single-family homes in Fiscal 1996. All but three of the twenty 
upper-income towns had higher tax bills. 


Single-Family Home Tax Bills 
Boxford compared with other towns, FY 1996 


$5,000 ; 


$4,000 


$3,000 
$2,000 


Average Tax Bill 


$1,000 


Nearby Towns Boxford Upper-income Towns 


With a greater tax base than nearby communities and lower spending than upper-income towns, 
Boxford was able to keep tax rates lower than both groups in Fiscal 1996. Only one of twenty 
nearby communities (Peabody with its commercial tax base) had a tax rate lower than Boxford. 
Boxford’s Fiscal 1996 tax rate was lower than all but four of the twenty upper-income towns. 


Residential Tax Rates 
Boxford compared with other towns, FY 1996 


$20 Aivtaeaee ue ee ethic 

$15 = 
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Rate per $1000 
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Spending. Boxford’s total spending for the twelve months ending June 30, 1996 was 
$11,230,201, up 5.9 percent from the previous fiscal year. This includes operating | 
expenditures approved as part of the Town’s budget, expenditures approved by the Town as 
warrant articles, and other obligations outside the budget process, such as debt service, 
employee pension benefits, and inter-governmental charges. 


FY-96 TOTAL TOWN SPENDING 


Masconomet & North Sh. Voc. $2,938,779 26.2% . 
Elementary Schools $3,514,317 31.3% 
All other Town Departments $2,785,044 24.8% 
Warrant Articles $640,252 5.7% 
General Insurance $98,913 0.9% 
Employee Benefits $402,358 3.6% 
Employee Pension $239,438 2.1% 
Debt Service (net of State reimb.) $530,996 4.7% 
Inter-Governmental Charges $80,104 0.7% 
Total Town Appropniations $11,230,201 100.0% 


Trends. As in most suburban Massachusetts towns, spending in Boxford has grown due to 
expanded demand for local services and external forces. These include a growing school-age 
population, unfunded state mandated spending under the Education Reform Act of 1993, and 
mandated costs of special education under M.G.L. Chapter 766. 


Residential Tax Rates 


Boxford and State Average 


$ per $1000 


0 
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


Fiscal Year 


Boxford — — MAresidential 


In recent years Boxford’s tax rate has followed the average residential rate for all towns in 
Massachusetts, remaining just below the state average. 


The Finance Committee expects tax rates and tax bills to increase if the town approves major 


capital spending projects. Depending on how the Masconomet renovation/expansion is 
financed, that project alone could raise Boxford’s tax rate to the higher levels of nearby towns 


132 


for the first few years of debt service prior to state reimbursement. If Boxford chooses to 
simultaneously pursue the Masco renovation/expansion and other capital projects, such as a 
new Town Hall and police building renovations, Boxford may see several years with tax rates 
above those of many nearby towns and tax bills similar to other upper-income communities. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Boxford Finance Committee 


Robert Eisenberg, Chairman 
J. Duke Brown 

Alexander Colby 

Robert Conroy 

Thomas Grannemann 
Charles Laderoute 

Donald Scutiere 
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The 


OFFICE OF THE TREASURER/COLLECTOR OF TAXES 


REPORT OF CASH, INTEREST INCOME AND DEBT 


FISCAL YEAR 1996, ENDING JUNE 30, 


Cash Balances in the custody of the 
Treasurer as of June 30, 1996 were 
as follows: 


$2,050,907.56 
$4,704,426.23 
511,347.09 


General Fund Cash: 
General Fund (School Bond): 
Trust, Gift & Restricted: 


TOTAL ALL FUNDS: 


Investment income earned during the 
year ended June 30, 1996 was as follows: 


General Fund Cash: $ 59,215506 
General Fund (School Bond): $ 4,426.23 
Trust, Gift & Restricted: $ 27,146.43 


TOTAL E.O.I. ALL FUNDS: 


Outstanding debts as of June 30, 1996 
were as follows: 


Purpose Rate 
Cole School Renovations * 
Spofford School Renovations baled 
Witch Hollow Land Purchase 4.30% 
School Construction '96 kee 


TOTAL ALL OUTSTANDING DEBT: 


* Rate varies over term from 6.00% to 6.35% 


** Rate varies over term from 6.00% to 8.75% 


1996 


$7,266,680.88 


$ 905787. 72 


Principal Due 


$1,515,000.00 
$1,775,000.00 
$ 110,000.00 
$5,280,000.00 


$8, 680,000.00 


*#*xk Rate varies over term from 4.600% to 6.375% 


schedule of Trust, 


of this report. 


Gift and Restricted Funds reflecting 
receipts, expenditures for the Fiscal Year 1996 is attached as part 


Respectfully submitted, 


Alan J. Benson 


Treasurer/Collector of Taxes 
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FUND NAME 


TRUST FUNDS: 

Post war Re-hab Fund 

Sarah Perley Trust Fund 
Curtis K!!lam Burlal Fund 
Boxford Visiting Nurse Fund 
Tri-Centennial, Mem. Park Fund 
Perley Parkhurst Cole Fund 
Michelle Wilson Fund 


Town Schoo! Fund 

East Parish Library Fund 

West Parish Library Fund 

Emma S. Cote Library Fund 

Mary Stacy Holmes Library Fund 


Milton Lord Mem.. Book Fund 
Mary Lew Serwo Fund 

Barker Trust Fund 

Griffin Fund 


Trust Sub-Total 


GIFT FUNDS: 

Library Equipment Donation Fund 
Memorial Gifts to Library Fund 
Counci! on Aging Donations 
DIZAy. Ri. Ex 

Witch Hollow Farm Gift Fund 
Fire Department Donations 


Gift Fund Sub-total 


RESTRICTED FUNDS: 

Arts Lottery Fund 

Boxford Meadows Dev. Deposit 
Memorial HII!I Dev. Deposit 
Scholarship Fund 

Education Fund 
Stabliizatlon Fund 
Conservation Fund 
Unemployment Fund 

Insurance Fund 

CONSULT: P/B ConsCom (var. ) 
EARNINGS ON INVESTMENTS 


GRAND TOTALS------- 


TOWN OF BOXFGAD 


RESPONSIBLE 
BOARD 


Commission 
Commission 
Commission 
Commission 
Commission 
Commission 
Commission 
Commission 
Library 
Library 
Library 
Library 
Library 
Library 
Elem. School 
Elem. Schoo] 


Library 
Library 
Cncl. Aging 
Police 
Selectmen 
Fire Dept. 


Arts Councl | 
Pian. Board 
Plan. Board 

Scholar. Com. 

Scholar. Comm 
Town Meet. 

Cons Com 
Selectmen 
Commission 
P/B ConsCom 


BALANCE 
Wf Se) 


1,437.42 
11,484.13 
2,389.84 
16,276.84 
9,094.88 
9,816.84 
9,488.74 
13,293.82 
444.71 
176.79 
2,248.96 
591.94 
1,585.71 
1,466.16 
3,214.47 
8,835.87 


$91,842.93 


112.41 
7,596.99 
2,271.24 
3,450.10 

0.89 

248.308 


$13,678.95 


361.74 


9,998.87 


11,988.76 
982.13 
@.98 
268,941.89 
28,894.25 
24,893.93 
72,463.73 
22,589.58 
@. 88 


$542,928.76 


= TPES 


RECEIPTS 


14,841.93 


3,909.00 


$17,841.93 


18,516.46 
1,236.33 
859.69 
1,778.31 
5,159.08 


$19,531.19 
3,158.08 


812.99 
66.89 


2,563.52 
11,687.89 
29,955.96 
27,146.43 


PAYMENTS 


15,455.00 


3,858.90 


1,376.54 
1,499.37 
5,175.98 

490.86 


$26,946.91 


11,957.86 
1,978.43 


18.989 
3,954.90 


$17,888.29 
2,739.99 


899.90 


38,999.99 
23,539.29 

3,201.54 
19,986.15 
28,123.43 
27,146.43 


$111,853.94 $178,582.84 


Gift and Restricted Funds 


ALLOCATED 
INTEREST 


89.46 
707.64 
148.59 

1,095.85 
565.57 
572.25 
583.73 
631.79 

27.76 

Dither 
139.85 

37.82 

13.37 

24.21 

61.78 
521.44 


$5,141.53 


21.72 
558.19 
655.26 

61.25 

3.99 
13,285.82 
1,359.79 
1,278.45 
3,578.74 
1,218.87 


$27,146.43 


BALANCE 
6/39/96 


1,526.88 
VA WES) oe 
2,901.63 
17,281.89 
9,669.45 
9,775.22 
19,072.47 
18,875.52 
472.47 
188.081 
2,388.81 
628.986 
222.54 
2.90 
1,191.25 
8,956.51 


$87,879.48 


112.41 
7,955.59 
1,529.14 
4,389.10 
1,769.31 
1,436.39 


$16,193.76 


893.46 
180,557.96 
12,644.82 

1,055.38 
69.98 
251,327.71 
6,705.66 
24,726.36 
66,643.32 
32,748.98 
8.202 


$511,347.99 
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TRUST FUNDS 


The purpose of the Board of Commissioners of Trust Funds ("BCTF") is to oversee the trust 
funds given or bequested to the Town which are not specifically under the direction and 
control of other Town officials or trustees. The Boxford BCTF first came into existence 
in 1992 with the Commissioners elected at the Town Election. Prior to 1992 oversight of 
general trust funds was vested with the Board of Selectmen. 


The most important work of the BCTF in 1996 was the review and determination of funding 
award and scholarship requests submitted to the Perley-Parkhurst-Cole ("PPC") Trust Fund. 
Disbursements for 1996 from the PPC fund are shown in detail elsewhere in this report. 
Based upon a request from the School Committee the BCTF approved a grant of up to 
$6,200 for the purpose of purchasing: curtains for Cole School, a Hepavac machine and a 
Carpet cleaner. We researched the Post War Re-hab Fund to determine its official purpose 
which is the rehabilitation of Town capital facilities. The BCTF took over responsibility 
for the Town Insurance Fund which was previously overseen by the Board of Selectmen. 
This fund was established by the Town in 1979 for the purpose of setting up a fund for self- 
insuring the Town's vehicles and equipment, and for other uninsured property losses. 


Citizens of the Town of Boxford who wish to make a request for consideration of use of 
funds controlled by this Board should contact one of the members. The members would 
also be pleased to answer any questions that a citizen may have regarding our activities 
and responsibilities or regarding the funds that we oversee. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Judith Carr, Chair 


Charles D. Laderoute, Clerk 
Alexander M. Colby 
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TOWN OF BOXFORD 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TRUST FUNDS 


PERLEY-PARKHURST-COLE MEMORIAL TRUST FUND 


AWARDS FOR 1996 


Masconomet Scholarships: 


Jeffrey Charles Hannoosh 
Tasha Marie Molchan 
Julie Anne Roden 
Priscilla Stanton 
Gretchen Ann Therrien 


Scouting & Community Groups: 


Scholarships 


Boxford Boy Scouts Troop #51 
Boxford Explorer Post #911 
Boxford Cub Scout Pack #57 
Hamilton Boy Scout Troop #35 
Boxford Village School 


Jennifer Benger 
Heather Shields 
Jennifer McWeeny 
Alan Maccarone 
Dennis Maccarone 
Andrew Ulman 
Joshua Ulman 


GRAND TOTAL FOR AWARDS 
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$1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
$5,000 


800 
1,200 
400 
1,200 
1 555 
$4,955 


1,000 
750 
500 

1,000 
500 
750 

1,000 

$5,500 


$15,455 


GUIDELINES FOR PERLEY-PARKHURST-COLE TRUST FUND 


GENERAL GUIDELINES: 


1; This fund was established by the Will of Marguerite Bond to aid the children of Boxford 
and Hamilton for the following purposes: 


-To provide loans and scholarships for the purpose of assisting worthy and needy young 
persons residing in the said Town of Boxford who have completed their high or secondary 
school education to attend the college, junior college, post graduate school, vocational training 
school or other school of advanced training of their choice. 


-To encourage and assist any program undertaken by any organization, public or private, 
in the Town of Boxford, for the benefit or general welfare of all children and young persons 
residing in the Town of Boxford. 


-To provide financial or other assistance to or for the benefit of individual needy and 
worthy children, and young adults residing in the Town of Boxford, for such special purposes 
as the Commissioners of Trust Funds may, from time to time deem necessary and proper to 
promote the health, education, or general welfare of such individual children or young adults. 


-To assist and encourage private or public organizations in the Towns of Boxford and 
Hamilton which sponsor, encourage, and assist in the formation, operation and maintenance of 
Boy Scout or Girl Scout Troops in these towns. Such awards for support may be made from 
time to time as the Commissioner of Trust Funds of the Town of Boxford deem necessary. 


2. Any organizations requesting funds must specify that the funds will benefit ONLY children 


from Boxtord, or Scout Troops from BOXFORD OR HAMILTON. Funds may not be spent on 
adults at any time. 


3. Applications to the PPCMTF should be in the form of a letter to the Commissioner of Trust 
Funds. Requests for funds will be accepted through February 1 of the award year. The 
Commissioners of Trust Funds will conduct interviews of all applicants from February 1 through 
March 31, and will notify all applicants of their award status in late March and April. 


Requests received after February 1 will not be accepted, but will be considered for the next 
award period, providing the request is not withdrawn before the following year, February 1. 


4. Any request which, in the opinion of the Trustees or the Board of Selectmen, does not fall 
within the scope or intent of the Will, will be rejected and returned. 


5. All requests for funds, as well as any questions, should be directed to: 
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PERLEY-PARKHURST-COLE MEMORIAL TRUST FUND 
Commissioner of Trust Funds 
Town Hall, 28 Middleton Road 
Boxford, MA 01921 
(508) 887-8181 


GUIDELINES FOR INDIVIDUALS 


1. The sum of $5,000 will be donated each year to the Masconomet Scholarship Fund to be 
distributed to Boxford Students according to the following formula: 


-$1,000.00 scholarships distributed to (5) students 


-Scholarships to be paid to the student’s post-secondary school in four (4) equal 
installments - at the beginning of each semester over the two year period. 


-Any student who does not continue in his/her post-secondary education shall retain rights 
to his/her scholarship one year. At the end of that year, the scholarship reverses back to the 
scholarship fund. 


-Masconomet scholarships are to be distributed based on need and academic performance. 


-All applicants who are high school seniors at Masconomet, must apply directly to: 


MASCONOMET SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
c/o Dr. Kathleen Lynch, Superintendent 
Masconomet Regional District High School 
Topsfield, MA 01983 


2. A small sum of money will be reserved by the Commissioners of Trust Funds each year to 
be distributed to Boxford students graduating from private schools, and Boxford High Schoo! 
graduates entering or currently enrolled in the college, junior college, post graduate school or 
other school] of advanced training and learning of their choice. The grants will be in the torm 


of scholarships. 


All individual students applying to the Commissioner of Trust Funds for a scholarship, should 
submit the following information: 


-High School Transcript (if you are in your first or second year of college). 

-Current College Transcripts (all years) 

-Breakdown of your costs for the school year 

-Breakdown of your income toward college costs 

-List of activities, which you have been involved with, within the Town of Boxford or 
at your school. 
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The Perley Parkhurst Cole Memorial Trust Fund is to be distributed based on need, academic 
performance and community service to the Town of Boxford. 


GUIDELINES OF ORGANIZATIONS AND SCOUT TROOPS 
1. Scout Troops are requested to provide the following information: 


-Leader’s name, address and telephone number 

-Number of Scouts in troop 

-Number of non-Boxford resident scouts 

-Specific request for funds: include amount requested, detail of equipment, activity, 


reason, etc. 
-Date by which funds are needed. 


2. Scout Troops are requested to apply individually. 


3. All organizations and Scout Troops must, before December 1 of the award year, submit an 
accounting of how the funds were used. A report of all purchases made should be included at 


this time. 


4. Although the Commissioner of Trust Funds would prefer awards for capital or lasting 
equipment, they also recognize the need for educational trips which are required for badges and 
advancement. The Commissioners will take these concerns into consideration in their review 


of pertinent applications. 


Commissioner of Trust Funds 
Town of Boxford 
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CAPITAL BUDGETING COMMITTEE 


The Committee welcomed Joyce Ricklefs and Robert Conroy, replacing Kurt Kaiser and Robert 
Was while noting with some small amount of pride that two of the three Selectmen served with 
us tor at least one year. 


We do not believe that 1996 was a resounding success for Capital Budgeting: five major 
Articles appeared on the Warrant at the Annual Town Meeting without having first been 
presented to our Committee. They were: 


Purchase Shulman property $450,000.00 
Purchase Hovey’s Pond property 140,000.00 
Chadwick Field drainage, etc. 30,000.00 
Repair Caterpillar Tractor 25,000.00 
Recycling Center fencing, etc. 25,000.00 


TOTAL $670,000.00 


We do not intend this to recur, and have notified all Departments and Committees which might 
have capital needs that we will urge voters to reject any capital article which has not been fully 
presented to us. This is not mere pique on our part: rather, it is a serious attempt to pull the 
long-range planning process back into track. 


At this writing (mid January) it is too early to report any Capital Budgeting requests for FY 
1998-2002 but it will accompany the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting so that voters will 
be able to make informed decisions. However, last year’s five year plan is attached for 
comparison. 


Peter K. Race, Chairman 
Robert W. Conroy 
Charles Laderoute 
Joyce Ricklefs 

Enid E. Thuermer 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 


Communications 
Police 
Fire 


Animal Control Officer 
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COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 


This past year, the Communications Department hired and trained five new employees. Training 
of new employees is a process that requires a minimum of 80 hours to a maximum of 120 hours 
of on-the-job training conducted by myself and out dispatchers. Our new employees also 
attended a two day Statewide Emergency Telecommunications Board training program to become 
certified as E911 Dispatchers. 


Our department has been conducting a town wide survey via mail and telephone to all residents 
who have alarm systems. We must update our files in order to best serve the Police and Fire 
Departments as well as residents during emergencies at their homes. We thank those who have 
responded to our calls and mailings. For those who have not, please call the Communications 
Center, Saturday or Sunday from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM or Monday through Friday from 3:00 
PM to 11:00 PM at 887-8135. The Dispatcher will take your information over the telephone. 


The following is a list of employees and our annual statistical data report as completed by John 
Bain and Paula MacDonald: 


Dispatchers: 
Warren Gould Paula MacDonald 
John Bain Susan Woods 
Kathy Zolla Kara Fitzpatrick 
Rob Corliss Paul Polonsky 
Leanne Cove Wendy Charest 


Thank you all for a job well done. 


Elizabeth Russell 
Director of Communications 
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COMMUNICATIONS STATISTICS 
TOWN OF BOXFORD 


[oie oe [oe ae | ae | aso oa 
22111 | 10899} 1314 | 2813 | 295 | 271 | 5556, 3489 1131 
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BOXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT 


In 1996, the departmental activity continued to increase as the 
community continues to grow, and as this growth occurs, the quality of 
services provided by your police department cannot be compromised. The 
number of full-time officers on a force is directly proportional to the 
size of the community’s population. As Boxford increases in population 
to nearly 8,000 residents as of this report, the number of men and women 
serving on the police force necessary to provide needed services should 
increase proportionately. 


The United States Justice Department is administering a program named 
COPS FAST. This program created specifically for communities with 
smaller populations, is part of the 1994 Crime Bill, and provides 
financial aid to hire new officers through a grant process. The 
department applied for this grant in 1994 and was awarded a total grant 
sum of $ 75,000. These funds provide three years of federal assistance 
to hire a full-time police officer. Officer Susan J. Longo was appointed 
a full-time officer last year filling this first funded position. 

The Justice Department awarded a second COPS FAST grant to Boxford, 
totaling $ 75,000, over a three year period this December. As police 
chief, I encourage the voters to take advantage of this opportunity 
since it will not be offered again. 


During 1996, the department was successful in many grant applications 
and implemented Community Policing to help in the area of community 
awareness of police and crime issues forming a partnership with 
community, schools and police. 


The Drug Abuse Resistance Education Program (D.A.R.E.) graduated more 
than one hundred sixth grade students at a ceremony held at the Spofford 
Pond School, last February. This important program continues to provide 
a positive example of police working with the community towards a common 


goal, a drug free society. 


The D.A.R.E. program received a Massachusetts Department of Public 
Safety D.A.R.E. grant in 1996, to continue and expand our efforts. 
D.A.R.E. Officer Susan Longo’s work in this program’s funding and 
continued success merits the highest praise. 


The juvenile officers position, held by Officer James Riter, is 
constantly expanding, as incidents involving juveniles are increasing. 


As Chief of Police, I extend my appreciation to the residents of 
Boxford, The Board of Selectmen and all other town boards, committees 
and departments for their support and cooperation. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Gordon A. Russell 
Chief of Police 
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Boxford Police Department 
Incident statistics 


4, 1997 


Janua 


{January 1, 1996 through December 31, 1996) 


Grand Totals by Incident Type 


Month of Year 
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Al8 - DRUG VIOLATION 
A20 - OFF AG. FAM/CHI 


A21 - 0.U.I.L. 


A24 - DISORDERLY 


A26 - OTHER NON M.V. 


A29 - 
A32 - CIVIL COMPLAINT 


A34 - THREAT/HARRASS 
A69 - ASSIST OTHER PD 
A70 - TRAFFIC/MV COMP 
A72 - RADAR ASSIGN. 
A76 - NON PI ACCIDENT 
A77 ~ TRAFFIC/PARKING 


A38 - MISSING PERSON 
278 - ABANDONED MV 


A39 - LOST/FOUND PROP 
A40 - DISTURB.GENERAL 
A41 - DOMESTIC 

A42 - DISTURB.GATHER 
A43 - DISTURB.GUEST 
A44 = DISTURB. SCHOOL 
A45 - NOISE COMP. 

A46 - PHONE CALLS 
a47 - SUSP. ACTIVITY 
A48 - PROWLER 

A50 - GENERAL SERVICE 
A51 - OFFICER WANTED 
A52 - ESCORT 

A53 - PRISONER TRANSP 
A54 - ASSIST PERSON 
A55 - PROPERTY CHECK 
A56 - MESSAGE DELIVER 
A57 - ANIMAL COMP. 
A58 - ASSIST AGENCY 
A59 - ASSIST D.M.V. 
A61 - PSYCHOL.AIDE 
262 - MEDICAL AIDE 
A63 - REPORTED DEATH 
A64 - OPER. CONCERN 
A73 - SPEEDING COMP. 
AB89 - TREE/WIRES/ETC 
A91 - COURT ON-DUTY 
A95 - AT STATION 

A97 - RECOV. STOLEN 


A75 - P.I. ACCIDENT 


A30 - REPOSESSED M.V. 
A31 - TRESPASS 

A35 - WARRANT ARREST 
A36 - SUMMONS/209A 
A37 - LOCAL ORDINANCE 
A49 - LITTERING 

a65 - PROT. CUSTODY 
A66 - FIRE CALL 

A67 - BURGLAR ALARM 
A80 - ABANDONED 911 


Incident Type 


146 


REPORT OF THE BOXFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT 


The Boxford Fire Department wishes to make the following report to 
the citizens of Boxford for the year 1996: 


Responses to Calls for Assistance 


Structural 1 Brush, grass, woods 37 
Electrical: Investigations: 
Inside 6 Smoke in house 2 
Outside 19 Smoke in area 6 
Heating 8 Other 5 
Appliances D) False Alarms: 
Cooking 19 Home 41 
~ Vehicle: School 4 
Fire 22 Other 22 
Accidents 60 Mutual Aid 10 
Medical Aid 47 Cellar Pumping 116 
Chimney 6 CO Detector Alarms 20 
Total Medical Aid Services: 260 
TOTAL RESPONSES 618 


The Fire Department response calls have again increased by 17%. This is 
not surprising as the growth of the town continues. 
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Appointments; In June Fire Fighter Shawn Stickney was appointed to. 


the position of Lieutenant. Lt. Stickney has been a member of the Boxford 
Fire Department since 1971. 


On December Ist the department took on five new members: Amanda 
Corning, Michael Madden, Wendy Madden, Justin Perkins and Kyle 
Smaliman. 


Certified Engine Pump Operators/Drivers: Kevin Foster, Scott Foster, 
Lynn Prescott Hopping. 


Open House In May the West Station was host to the annual Open 
House. Again, all personne! worked hard to put together a memorable day 
for over 150 people. Events at the Open House included a demonstration 
of Engine 7’s pumping capability. Three donated vehicles were used to 
demonstrate extrication tools, and attendees were invited to participate in 
smoke drills. There were plenty of balloons and refreshments for 
everyone! 


Donations/Memorials The Boxford Fire Department was the recipient of 
many donations and gifts throughout 1996: 


1. An anonymous gift of $3,700 was used to purchase two much 
needed multi-gas monitors which are used for natural and propane gas 
(low level explosives) and carbon monoxide readings. 

2. Preston E. Gould Gift Fund for purchases of Fire Department life- 
saving equipment. 

3. William F. Foshage Jr. Gift Fund was used to purchase two 
emergency medical stair chairs which are carried on both of Boxford’s 
Rescue units. 

4. Dr. Zegel donated a new facsimile machine which is in use at the 
East Fire Station. 


In addition, the Fire Department received many more donations which 


were used to purchase fire fighting, training, and life-saving equipment 
which will benefit all of Boxford’s residents. 
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Xx ir_Fi An engine exhaust filtration 
system was approved for purchase at Annual Town Meeting (Article #20). 
Five new ceiling hung filtration units have been installed in our two fire 
stations to ensure cleaner breathing air for fire fighters and other visitors 
to the fire stations. 


East Station Report — Captain Kerry Stickney February through July, 


the crew at the East Fire Station worked weekends and evenings 
transforming our old Engine 5 Pumper into a large-diameter hose and 
forestry vehicle. Engine 5, a 20-year-old front-line Pumper out of West 
Station, was transferred to East to supply the town with a large-diameter 
hose and forestry vehicle. With the installation of 3,500 feet of 5” large- 
diameter hose, Engine 5 is now equipped to combat the most challenging 
of fires. 


New Fire Pumper The purchase of a new Engine was voted on and 

approved at the Annual Town Meeting in May 1995 and Boxford took 
possession of Engine 2 in November of 1996. The vehicle went into fuil 
service in December. Although the truck is in service at this time, the crew 
at East Station continues to work on installing tools and other equipment 
to the vehicle. Engine 2 will be on display at our annual Open House in 
May. 


ion — C The West Station continued to be a 
busy place right from the start of 1996 with the inclusion of Engine 7 as 
part of the regular fire fighting fleet. Engine 7 was received in January as a 
gift from the Salem (Mass.) Fire Department. Engine 7 is a 1975 Mack CF 
1,000 GPM fire engine that has had a colorful history starting with the Fire 
Department of the City of New York at an engine company in Brooklyn for 
ten years. After being retired from New York, the Salem (Mass.) Fire 
Department bought the unit and performed major rehabilitation on the 
body of the truck and had it in front line service until the Fall of 1995. 
West Station personnel performed many man hours of service to 
rehabilitate the unit and placed it in service in February 1996. 
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Training Fire training continues to be a critical part of the Boxford 
Fire Department’s quest to perform its duties in a highly professional 
manner. The training year kicked off in January with the Department’s 
second go-round of preplanning strategically important locations in the 
town. The entire Department was involved in laying out plans for four 
new locations that will greatly assist us when requesting help and 
assistance during emergencies. In addition to this, our traiming continued 
to revolve around handling various emergencies we encounter on a daily 
basis. : 


EMS Training 1996 was another busy year. We responded to 260 
emergency medical patient care calls. EMT’s this year: Kathy Zolla, 
David Zolla, and Lynn Prescott Hopping, bringing our total to 20 EMT’s 
on the Boxford Fire Department. Ted Riter, Deputy Chief, received his 
Basic Trauma Life Support Certification. All EMT’s are certified to give 
EPI Pen injections for allergic emergencies and all members are certified for 
defibrillation. 


Explorer Post 911 The Boxford Fire Department continues to support 
and sponsor Post 911, Fire/Rescue Explorers, under the direction of Fire 
Fighter Michael Powers. The objective is to provide teenagers between 
the ages of 15 and 18 with an opportunity to learn to work as a team and 
develop leadership roles. The goal is to prepare participants to become 
members of the Boxford Fire Department. For additional information, 
please call 887-5725. 


Boxford Fire/Rescue Explorers 
Post 911 

Ben Canonica, Chief Alec MacAuley . 
Stephen Smallman, Deputy Chief Josh Nutter 
Kyle Smallman, Captain Joseph Oldakowski 
Christian Bagge, Lieutenant Justin Perkins 
Seth Stickney, Lieutenant Sam Canonica 
Stephen Stickney, Lieutenant Adam Stickney 


Joy Fleck, Treasurer 
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FIRE PREVENTION 
Smoke Detectors Save Lives Again and again, evidence has shown that 


the proper placement of smoke detectors is proving their value for quick 
notification and response in fire and life safety in the community. If your 
home does not have smoke detectors, or you have any questions 
regarding their proper placement or operation, you may call Chief Perkins 
at 887-5725. I would be pleased to answer any questions you might have, 
including placement of Carbon Monoxide detectors. 


Fire Prevention Statistics: 
1. Number and Type of Inspections Performed: 


Oil Burner/Oil Tanks 124 
Propane Tanks 32 
Smoke/Heat Detector 228 
Underground Storage Tank Removal 2 
Fuel Oil Tank Truck Inspection U 


2. Number of Smoke/Heat Detector Permits Issued 
For New Construction and/or Renovations 119 


3. Number and Type of Field Inspections of Public 
and Commercial Buildings: 


Summer Camps 6 
Kennels 2 
Commercial 12 
Churches 4 
Municipal 18 
Schools 13 
Miscellaneous 2 
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4. Fees Collected: 
Burning Permits (876 permits) $ 4,375 
Blasting Permits (30permits) $ 600 
Smoke Detector Permits: 
New Homes and Additions $ 2,380 
Fire Prevention Inspection Fees $ 7,370 


Total Fees Collected $ 14,185 
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| BOXFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL 


Chief 
Peter C. Perkins 


Captains 
Al Beardsley 
Kerry Stickney 


Administration 
George Gould 


Fire Fighters 
East 
Cataldo, Ed 
Fiedler, Peter 
Foster, Kevin 
Foster, Scott 
Gould, Warren 
Hertel, Richard 
Kanter, Don 
King, Steven 
Perkins, Justin 
Skinner, Roy 
Smallman, Kyle 
Stickney, Scott 
Thibodeau, John 
Whitaker, Dana 
Zolla, David 
Zolla, Kathy 


Deputy Chief 
Ted Riter 


Lieutenants 
Ed Laverty 
Bill Salie, Jr. 
Ed Smith 
Shawn Stickney 


West 

Beardsley, Greg 
Bissell, Mark 
Corning, Amanda 


_ Corthell, Bob 


Dolloff, Larry 
Dustin, Matt 


Gould, Alan 
Klinger, Bruce 
Lucey, Al 


Lunn, Scott -- Resigned 


Madden, Michael 
Madden, Wendy 
Nason, Jim 
Powers, Mike 


Prescott-Hopping, Lynne 


Salie, Billy 
Thomassen, Tom 
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The Fire Department appreciates the support of all Town Boards, Police 
Department and Department of Public Works. | especially want to thank 
the fire fighters and officers for their endless dedication -- these are the 
people who make our department the best in the area -- and their spouses 
for their tremendous understanding and support. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


LL. CO. Libby 


Peter C. Perkins, Chief 


Boxford Fire Dept. Freightliner (FL80) 1996 
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ANIMAL CONTROL 


1996 was a rabies-free year for Boxford. Following trends expected by State Wildlife Officials, 
the Town's pattern for active rabies fell into the predicted resting phase scen elsewhere in our 
general geographic area. No animals were tested positive for rabies in our Town, although 
several specimens were submitted after contacts with dogs or cats. The species submitted were 
mostly woodchucks, a couple of raccoons and even one or two squirrels. 


Statewide, cumulative totals from September 16, 1992 to December 31. 1996 were 1926 
animals; including 1517 raccoons, 285 skunks, 23 foxes, 49 cats, 30 woodchucks, 11 cattle, 2 
coyotes, 3 horses, 1 fisher cat, 1 pig, 1 beaver, 1 otter, 1 shrew, and 1 dog. The dey was a 
startling new addition to the positive list as it represented the first positive testing dog in 
Massachusetts since 1949. The animal in question was an unvaccinated six month old beagle 
which had been aggressive all its life. Euthanasia was indicated after it had bitten someone and 
had not been properly quarantined for the mandated ten day period. The veterinarian in charge 
recommended rabies testing on this basis, although the dog showed no obvious signs of rabid 
behavior. This is a graphic example of the need for all facets of the rabies prevention team in 
a town to work together to prevent, in all possible ways, the potential for a rabies occurrence. 
Even the simplest incident needs to be thoroughly and specifically investigated and the pasic 
parameters of inspection and quarantine observed and followed through. As a result of this one 
unvaccinated dog, approximately 24 people were established as being exposed during the 
infectious period of this animal’s life and received post exposure rabies prophylaxis! 


The hotly debated matter of bat rabies countrywide continues. Though no cases of bat rabies 
have occurred locally, the information countrywide and worldwide is continuing to emerge. A 
fourth human case for 1996 was reported in Missoula, Montana, having been diagnosed 
antemortem through serology and PCR on saliva and skin. No animal bite appeared responsible, 
but there were reported bats in the house. Resultant typing indicated a silver-haired bat variant. 
Our CDC also reported the first case of bat rabies in Alaska; this was a little brown bat infected 
with silver-haired bat variant. This ties in with information published in JAVMA on "Rabies 
Surveillance in the United States during 1995" which indicated a 17.1% decrease in raccoon 
rabies since 1994 and a 25% increase in positive bat rabies. Also reported was the worrisome 
fact that the cat remains the domestic animal most frequently found to be rabies positive. 
Worldwide, there was newly isolated lyssavirus in Australia, which caused fatal encephalitis in 
a 39 year old bat handler. This same virus has been isolated in fruit bats and micro bats. 


Beyond bat rabies, there is an ongoing CDC study on excretion of rabies virus in ferrets infected 
with raccoon strain rabies. Incomplete data so far shows that ferrets infected with this strain 
shed virus in their saliva for no more than three days before clinical signs appear. Some ot this 
information should give us all pause for thought betore becoming involved with both bats and 
ferrets, in my opinion. Obviously, it is to be stressed that ferrets need to be closely monitored 
in their vaccination schedules, as with cats and other household and farm animals. 


It cannot be stated too often or too strongly, that there is no easier or more sure preventative 
for the protection of all concerned, than the proper, timely, and consistent vaccination of all 


pets! 
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In other issues, due to the growth of the Town and required expanded services, Animal Control 
has seen another very busy year. Utilizing Communications Center Data, we have seen our 
incoming calls from 1996 (2397) and our outgoing (1106), for a total of 3503 calls, rise in 1996 | 
to incoming calls totalling 3706 and outgoing calls totalling 1850 for a total of 5556! This is 
a significant increase and does not represent the several hundred other calls made by ACO 
personne] in pursuit and follow-up from home and car phones in the detail work associated with 
each complaint, bite incident, rabies reporting procedure, research, cross-information with other 
ACO’s, other towns, State agencies, hospitals, etc. This is a very busy department with 
sometimes an overwhelming workload tor one 24 hour/week and one part-time, 8 hour/weekend 
staff! Not only are we faced with the physical demands of the job, but increasingly with the 
sociological factor of the new residents unfamiliar with the suburban landscape and in need of 
much time-consuming information and support. 


Issues of unlicensed dogs, as well as dogs and cats out of vaccinated status have risen vear'y. 
Increased policing/enforcement of these issues will continue to require additional work as the 
town enlarges. It is still tragic to see that people ignore the fact that this is not a sleepy-paced, 
slow-moving environment and continue to let their pets run loose only to increasingly be struck 
and killed on our busy country roads. Also to be mentioned are increased numbers of nuisance 
complaints and incidents of dogs behaving inappropriately or being allowed irresponsibly to 
bother neighboring properties or passers-by. these will also be addressed by enforcement of the 
Nuisance Bylaws. This year has also seen newer issues of some neglect and what is becoming 
known as "Yuppie-Puppy Syndrome" (I take no credit for this term!). This indicates dogs which 
are bought and brought home with all good intentions and after a short period of time, more or 
less ignored, with attendant behavior problems due to the fast-paced demands of suburban living, 
the pressures of jobs, other outside activities and just plain lack of real assessment of either the 
type (breed) and personality and the real time and work requirements necessary to develop a 
well-behaved and socially acclimated pet. A recent statistic indicated that a full 50% ot dogs 
euthanized at some shelters are "dumped" due to problems associated with owners’ lack of time 
to train, socialize and basically take care of a puppy who grows up to become a liability in a 
household. This is tragic and can be partially, but never fully prevented by careful analysis of 
the individual household’s really studying their lifestyle and time available to cope with the 
raising and maintenance of a dog throughout its life span. Animal Control is always willing to 
advise and assist, but we cannot solve basic problems of time availability and lifestyle. 


I would like to end by thanking the truly outstanding support of the Boxford Communications 
and Police Departments and Weloset Kennel, our shelter provider. Also, many thanks to Town 
& Country Animal Hospital and their excellent staff. Appreciation to the Boxford Department 
of Public Works for its contributions with our heavier duty projects. Kudos to Anna 
Sobczynski, Tri-Town Transcript reporter, who always supports our public information efforts 
with accurate, timely articles and information for the public good and safety. Generally, a thank 
you to anyone who has assisted in whatever capacity, or who has given a kind work to Animal 
Control this year--you know who you are! : 


Helen L. Phillips, Animal Control Officer 
Scott E. Foster, Alternate ACO 
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EDUCATION 


Trustees of the Boxford Town Libraries 
Elementary School Revisit 
Mrs. Griffin Trust Fund 
School Building Committee 


North Shore Regional Vocational School Committee 
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BOXFORD TOWN LIBRARIES 


10 Elm Street 188 Washington Street 
Boxford, MA 01921 West Boxford, MA 01921 
508-887-READ 508-352-READ 


Fax: 508-887-6352 


LIBRARY TRUSTEES REPORT 


Trustees: Barbara Schaller, Chairperson Term Expires 1999 
Kathleen Ulman, Vice-Chairperson Term Expires 1998 
G. Edwin Hadley Term Expires 1999 
Christin Kaiser Term Expires 1999 
Judith Littlefield Term Expires 1997 
Helen Millstein Term Expires 1998 
Cynthia Rodes Term Expires 1997 
Dean Spofford Term Expires 1998 
Enid Thuermer Term Expires 1997 


Library Director: Adele McConaghy 


A major function of the Board of Library Trustees continues to be provision of the highest 
quality library service within available funding resources. This is a constant challenge, but one 
that has successfully been met in 1996 under the leadership of Director Adele McConaghy and 
with the cooperation of a dedicated staff. Town growth and additional services have produced an 
increase in circulation and a greater number of patrons who look to the library as a place of 
education, information, and community fellowship. 

The following is a brief summary of the activities and accomplishments at the libraries 
during 1996: 


Buildings and Grounds 

Restoration and improvements continued during 1996. Under a Massachusetts Electric 
Grant Program, new light fixtures were installed at both libraries and the barn at the Boxford 
Village Library. Thanks to the students at the North Shore Regional Vocational High School, the 
outdoor signs were replaced with attractive new signs. Plumbing and heating problems were 
corrected at both buildings. The West Boxford Library was spruced up with interior painting and 
a new rug. Exterior painting improved the appearance of both the Boxford Village Library and 
the West Boxford Library. All of the window shutters are in the process of being replaced. We 
wish to thank the Board of Selectmen for providing the renovation funds for these projects. 


Children's Activities 

Many activities were planned for the children of Boxford during 1996. The response was 
increased attendance and enthusiasm. Acting Children's Librarian, Jeanne Pucci, resigned her 
part-time position. To meet the expanding use of the libraries by children, a full-time professional 
Children’s Librarian was hired. Kimberlie Baker joined the staff in September. 
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Because attendance at Story Hours has been larger than ever during 1996, Ms. Baker 
decided to add a third Story Hour to her weekly children's programming schedule. She now 
offers Story Hours for children 3 - 6 on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Toddler Time for 
children ages 3 and under continues to be offered twice monthly, on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. The summer reading program "Catch the Summer Spark" included a 
magic and Mime show sponsored by the Friends, the Once Upon a Time Theatre Troupe of 
Boston, the Little Red Wagon, and a float in the July 4th parade. Special events included a 
wonderful display of artwork by the children of the Cole School, a children's poetry contest with a 
$25 cash prize donated by the Friends, and the annual Spelling Bee for Boxford and Topsfield 
students. Many other programs were offered that included crafts, guest performers, and festive 
holiday events. Especially popular were the Kindermusik program, the American Doll Tea and 
Craft Program, and the Holiday Party. New programs were introduced, such as "It's a Mystery" 
for children ages 8 - 1lled by Ms. Baker with guest officer Susan Longo of the Boxford Police 
Department, an a book-making program led by art instructor Lynn Clark for ages K - 2nd grade 
to celebrate National Book Week. The activities in the Children's Department are entertaining 
and educational and help to introduce children to the joys of reading and learning. 


Adult Activities 

In addition to on-going library services, several programs for adults were planned for 
1996. Successful events were Homeopathic Medicine, An Evening of Poetry by Boxford Poets, a 
short-story writing workshop led by writer Susan Young, a Book and Author Luncheon 
sponsored by the Friends and the American Association of University Women, and a slide show 
and lecture entitled "A Wilderness Adventure" by Mindy Lamb based on a canoeing expedition 
through Wyoming and Utah. 

The popular monthly art exhibits at the Boxford Village Library were outstanding this 
year. They offer art lovers an opportunity to discover exceptionally talented artists who work in 
mediums ranging from photography to painting to hand-woven tapestries. Many thanks to Kathy 
Kinney for coordinating these exhibits. The Document Center also did a very successful art 
exhibit on Boxford, England. 


Information Technology 
Reference and research are primary functions of the library, and the number of patrons 


using these services continues to escalate. The libraries have remained current in the ever- 
expanding field of information technology with up-grades and new purchases. The Director 
applied for and received a state grant to provide Internet access with full color graphics. This 
Internet workstation was purchased from the Massachusetts Library Information Network. 
Patrons can use this computer work station to search public, academic and special library 
catalogues throughout the world. They can also search the Internet using search engines such as 
Yahoo, Alta Vista, Lycos, etc. We are currently using Netscape 3.0 as our browser and 
USAinternet as our Internet provider. 

We have added a new CL-Cat (computerized library catalogue) to the Boxford Village 
Library. Our CL-Cat's allow our patrons to search the library holdings of all MVLC libraries, an 
on-line magazine article index, and a text-only Internet connection. This second CL-Cat is 
located by the Circulation Desk to facilitate easy patron access and is housed in a custom-made 
computer carrel. The money for this new port was donated by the Friends. 
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Our Children's Librarian, Kim Baker, has put together a wonderful new CD-ROM 
computer workstation which is located in the Children's Room at the Boxford Village Library. 


Young patrons can bring in a CD-ROM from home, or borrow one from the library's collection - 


for use on this new workstation. Ms Baker is building a collection of educational and entertaining 
CD-ROM disks which will be kept behind the Circulation Desk for in-house use. 


Grants 

In addition to the grant received for our MLIN Internet workstation, Director Adele 
McConaghy applied for and received a $4,000 grant as part of the Library Services Construction 
Act (LSCA). This grant money was used to purchase materials on science and technology. 
These materials include many how-to books and videos on computers, home improvement, 
landscaping, and business management. 


Friends 

The Friends of the Boxford Town Libraries have had an especially active year and were a 
tremendous asset to the libraries. Extra services and programs were made possible by their 
generous support. They sponsored many successful events and paid for many entertainers and 
speakers featured at both children's and adult programs. Some highlights were a trip to the 
Museum of Fine Arts to view the Winslow Homer exhibit, the Easter Egg Hunt, the American 
Doll Tea and Craft Program, the Fourth of July float, the Historical Haunted Hayride, a Magic 
and Mime show, the Halloween party filmed by local Cable TV, and the annual Holiday party in 
December. They also helped with computer upgrades in the Children’s Department. Their 
successful fund raisers are a credit to their hard work and a great help to the libraries. 


Benefactors and Volunteers 

Many people have contributed to the success of the Boxford Town Libraries. We 
received a generous donation in the form of hubs, boards, and EtherLink adapters from David W. 
Kanto of Boxford. Mr. Kanto, national account manager for 3Com Corporation, donated these 
3Com computer products so that we could make vital upgrades to our information technology at 
both libraries. Our thanks go to the Public Trustees who have been most generous in supplying 
expensive reference materials and CD-ROM software. We appreciate the talent and creativity of 
the Garden Club, whose members bring ever more imaginative bouquets and seasonal trimmings 
to the libraries. Thanks to Marilyn May, who continues to arrange glass-case exhibits at both 
libraries. Donations and gifts were received from various sources and many generous patrons. 
Passes for the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum were paid for by the Boxford branch of the 
Family Bank. Many thanks go to our volunteers who help out year after year. We are also 
grateful for the cooperation and assistance rendered by town officials and committees. 
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Statistics 


Twelve months ending December 31, 19906: 


Number of New Patrons Registered in 1996: 652 


Holdings: 


Books 54,866 
Videos 1,547 
Audio Tapes 544 
Magazines 210 
Newspapers 16 


Total Circulation: 
Total Hours Per Week: 


80,302 
87 


Library Trustees 


161 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT 


School Committee 


Ellen Guerin, Chairperson Term Expires 1997 
Ann Knight, Vice Chairperson Term Expires, 1998 
Sharon Benson Term Expires, 1997 
Robin Phelan Term Expires, 1999 
Nancy Taylor Term Expires, 1999 


School Superintendent, Joseph J. Connelly, Ed. D. 

Assistant Superintendent, Bernard F. Creeden, Ed.D. 
Administrator of Special Education, Vickie Charlton 
Director of Facilities and School Operations, Craig Robinson 


School Committee Operation 


The Boxford School Committee meets once per month with a formal agenda (3rd Thursday) and at 
least once per month for a working session. throughout the year. Typically meetings are held at Cole 
School. All meetings are posted at Town Hall and are open to the public as described in the State 
Open Meeting Law. Continental Cablevision generally tapes or broadcasts the regular monthly 
meeting. 


The School Committee has all the powers conferred on it by state law and must perform those duties 
mandated by the state. Its responsibilities are varied but relate primarily to policy determination. 
Some of the duties of the School Committee include: 


*Preparation of an annual budget *Program evaluations 
* Approval of curriculum and materials *Planning school services 
*Collective bargaining *Public relations 


While the School Committee acts directly as the policy making body relative to general educational 
policy, it does not operate in a vacuum. The School Committee actively seeks the counsel and 
support of the administration, staff, School Councils, PTO, parents and the community. This input 
is generated through written and verbal communication within the school community, biannual Open 
Forums on pertinent topics ( e.g. curriculum revision) and working closely with other Town Boards 
and committees. Individuals and groups wishing to address the School Committee at a meeting may 
do so on the agenda under "Remarks from the Public" or contact the chairperson by telephone or in 
writing. 
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Milestones 


In May of 1996, Mr. Charles Costello completed his term of office choosing not to seek re-election. 
Mr. Costello gave ten years of service to the Town as a member of the School Building Committee 
and School Committee. His contributions were noted with the presentation of several citations and 
gifts. 


Mrs. Della Baur retired in June after nearly fifteen years of service to the school district as a library 
coordinator and fourth grade teacher at the Spofford Pond School. 


Strategic Planning/District Goals 


In January of 1994, as part of their strategic planning process, the Boxford School District drafted 
a Mission Statement and a set of Core Values to serve as the foundation for future goal setting and 
decision making. These were refined through an open process involving parents, staff, and the entire 
school community. The adopted statements are as follows: 


MISSION STATEMENT 
The Mission of the Boxford Elementary Schools is to provide the foundation for academic excellence, 
and the social and emotional support for children to meet the challenges of citizenship expected of 
lifelong learners in an increasingly technological and interdependent world. 
CORE VALUES 
The Core Values of the Boxford School District include the beliefs that: 


Respect for oneself, and other children and adults, promotes belonging and is essential to 
learning. 


The strongest possible instructional program for children and adults is based upon quality 
research, world class standards, and high expectations. 


All children can and will learn when provided equal access to educational opportunities 
appropriate to their needs. 


Lifelong learning is achieved in partnership with the home, school, and community. 

Our schools are a shared resource for the entire community. 
In 1994, the School Committee expressed its support and commitment for a strategic planning 
process to achieve long term District Goals through the focused allocation of effort and resources. 


A District Strategic Plan has been developed and implemented for the period 1994 - 1997 which 
defines targeted activities and measurable outcomes in support of the District Goals. 
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The District Goals for 1994-1997, developed with school-based and district input, are as follows: 


1 Curriculum 
To insure consistency and continuity in the delivery of the most current and research- 
based curriculum by providing: 
-adequate, appropriate texts and materials 
-effective, high impact professional development 
-appropriate student progress and program assessment tools 
-accountability through administrative support, monitoring, and evaluation 


4 Technology 
To plan for the utilization of technology as a communications, learning, and teaching 
tool which integrates with curriculum in a manner that: 
-promotes more effective learning 
-reflects how information and resources are accessed, analyzed, and 
communicated in the real world 
-promotes critical thinking skills 


3 Learning Needs 
To provide an educational environment, instructional strategies, and learning 
opportunities that address the diverse learning needs of all students within classrooms. 


4 Physical Plant 
To provide physical plant facilities that maximize the range of learning opportunities 
through the provision and maintenance of adequate space and equipment. 


5 Fiscal Management 
To work effectively with the Bookkeeping Department of the Superintendent's 
Office, the Central Administration, Principals and the Town Accountant to 
improve the quality of financial information, budget process, and accounts 
payable function and identify technology needs in these functions. 


The major function of the Committee continues to be provision of the highest quality educational 
program within available funding resources. The grade level organizational structure locates 
Kindergarten through Grade Two at the Harry Lee Cole Elementary School and Grade Three through 
Grade Six at the Spofford Pond Elementary School. Ongoing curriculum renewal is provided through 
a strategic planning effort which addresses a major curriculum area on a seven year cycle for each 
subject. The current school year, 1996-1997, is the first year of implementation of a revised language 
arts curriculum. Materials for this implementation will be acquired over a three year period. It is also 
the second year of the implementation of a five year Educational Technology Plan. New curriculum 
revision initiatives undertaken during this school year include Science, Music, Art and Physical 
Education. 


The Boxford School Committee continues to support effective utilization of the school plants for 
educational, cultural, and community-based activities. The Horizons Program co-sponsored by the 
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School Committee and the Tn-Town Council on Youth and Family Services continues to offer 
enrichment courses during fall, winter and spring terms. An extended day care program, for school- 
aged children, sponsored by the Merrimack Valley YMCA, is available to Boxford families. Utilizing 
the Cole School facility, more than fifty children are supervised in this important program either 
before or after school between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each school day. Boy Scouts, 
Cub Scouts, Brownies, recreational basketball for children and adults, and indoor soccer are only 
some of the regular weekly activities in our schools. Many town boards and committees also meet 
regularly in the school facilities. 


School Management 


Principals are responsible for the daily operation of each school. This includes curriculum, instruction, 
personnel matters, student issues and the physical plant. 


School Councils are in place in each school. Members include the principal, parents (elected), 
teachers (elected), and a community member (appointed by the principal). The role of the School 
Council is to advise the principal on areas of school improvement. Meetings are generally held on 
the second Monday of each month and are open to the public. 


The Superintendent is appointed by the Tri-Town School Union Committee (Superintendency Union 
58). The School Union Committee jointly employs the Superintendent (PK-6), Assistant 
Superintendent, Administrator of Special Education, Director of Facilities and Operations as well as 
the secretarial and bookkeeping staff of the Central Office. The Superintendent acts as the Chief 
Executive Officer of the School Committee in the operation of the schools. 


School Enrollment, October 1, 1996 


K l 2 3 4 Sarn.O 
Harry Lee Cole School 126 Gre) 45137 408 
Spofford Pond School 141 143 147 136 567 
DISTRICT TOTAL 975 


165 


Enrollment Trends - Past Ten Years 


Total K-6 Increase % Increase 
1987-88 594 +17 2.9% 
1988-89 622 +28 4.5% 
1989-90 643 +21 3.4% 
1990-91 681 +38 5.9% 
1991-92 711 +30 4.2% 
1992-93 767 +56 7.9% 
1993-94 817 +50 6.5% 
1994-95 873 +56 6.9% 
1995-96 925 +52 5.9% 
1996-97 975 +50 5.0% 


The above figures indicate an increase in enrollment in the Boxford Elementary Schools of 381 
students over a ten year period. This represents a 64% increase in the student population over this 
time period. A Space Study Committee which was established in 1994 to analyze space needs created 
by the expanding enrollment identified the need for 18 new classrooms to meet the expected 
enrollment through the year 2005. The School Building Committee was charged with the overall 
design and presentation of the project to the Town. A Special Town Meeting in February, 1996 and 
subsequent Proposition 2 1/2 override ballot question approved the expenditure of $4,790,406 to 
expand, furnish and equip nine additional classrooms at each of the two schools. It is expected that 
the new space will be ready in time for the 1997-1998 school year. 


Fiscal 


The budget development process is an extensive and involved task during which the Committee must 
make difficult decisions to bring into balance both the financial concerns of the community and 
elements of high quality, appropriate educational services. Increasing costs associated with increased 
enrollment, supplies and materials, school transportation, special education, building maintenance, 
and modest salary increases, must be addressed with consideration of uncertain fiscal support from 


the state. 
The School Department budget for the year 1996/97 is as shown: 


General Administration and Supervision $ 365,266 


Instructional Salaries $2,060,159 
Instructional Materials $ 122,931 
Other School Services $ 60,061 
Regular Transportation $ 288,020 
Fuel and Power $ 86,771 
Building Operations and Maintenance $ 192,886 
Special Education $ 856,003 
TOTAL $4,052,562 
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Policy Development 


The Committee has spent considerable time in the past year on a systematic review and updating of 
its existing policy manual. A number of new policies and amendments to existing policies have been 
approved to assist in the operation and management of the school system. Particular areas addressed 
include: Instructional Goals, School Year/School Calendar, School Day,-Curriculum Development, 
Curriculum Adoption, Approval of Instructional Materials, Basic Instructional Program, Alternative 
Programs, Special Instructional Programs and Accommodations, Remedial Instruction, Homework, 
Home or Hospital Instruction, Home Schooling, English as a Second Language, Equal Educational 
Opportunity, Student Field Trips, Library Media Center Materials Selection, Procedures for 
Reconsideration of Library/Media Materials, Instrumental Music, Sexual Harassment, School 
Committee Member Authority , and Subcommittees of the School Committee. 


Grants 


In the area of Special Education, Project Tutor Grant (94-142) is a continuing federal grant that 
partially funds a Speech and Language teacher, special needs teacher aides, materials, equipment, 
and teacher in-service training. An Early Childhood Pre-School Grant is used to offset some of the 
costs of the integrated pre-school program housed at Steward School in Topsfield. 


A Dwight D. Eisenhower Title II Grant helps support staff development programs in elementary 
mathematics, science and technology. Teachers participated in activities designed to better 
integrated math and science programs as well as to plan for the introduction of new educational 
technology. 


The school system of Boxford, Topsfield, and Middleton, including Masconomet were able to renew 
a Comprehensive Health Protection grant by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. This grant 
continues to support health curriculum development and implementation as well as part of a School 
Counselor's position. 


The Tri-Town Educational Foundation is a non-profit local citizen's group that raises funds for the 
benefit of the Boxford, Topsfield and Middleton elementary schools and Masconomet. During the 
current school year, funding provided by the Tri-Town Educational Foundation is supporting several 
projects in Boxford's schools. Projects funded for the 1996-97 school year have included: 
"Connecting Math to Everyday World," "Tales of a Traveler," "The U.S./Australia Art 
Correspondence," and "Wildlife Writing Project." An annual fundraising telethon is sponsored by the 
Tri-Town Educational Foundation to generate these funds. 


Boxford and Topsfield are among 60 school districts participating in the Department of Education's 
Performance Assessment Project. A third year grant has been received from the DOE to support the 
participation of teachers in this statewide initiative. In addition, the state has awarded a $3000 grant 
to continue the review and local implementation of the Curriculum Frameworks approved by the 


State Board of Education. 
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Educational Reform 


During the past two years the State Board of Education has approved and disseminated Curriculum 
Frameworks in Mathematics, Science and Technology, World Languages, Health and Fine Arts. 
Final approval is expected this year for the English Language Arts and Social Studies Frameworks. 


Teacher recertification and extensive professional development were emphasized again this year. A 
Professional Development Council was established to coordinate this effort. 


The School Committee, under Ed Reform, established local Standards of Effective Teaching and 
Administrative Leadership based on the "Principles of Effective Teaching and Administrative 
Leadership" developed by the State Board of Education. The Committee has negotiated a revised 
evaluation process with the Boxford Teachers Association based on these standards. 


Another requirement of Educational Reform this past year was the completion of an analysis of Time 
On Learning for the Department of Education. Kindergarten students must receive a minimum of 425 
hours of structured learning time and students in Grades One to Six must receive 900 hours of 
instruction during the school year. Boxford students are presently scheduled for more than the 
required time. 


Curriculum Development 


In accordance with the regular curriculum development cycle, a broad-based Elementary Language 
Arts Committee consisting of teachers, administrators, and parents from Boxford, Topsfield, and 
Middleton was initiated in 1993 to begin the review and research phase of the process for renewing 
this curriculum. An extensive review of research, literature, and successful practices served as the 
foundation for the system wide philosophy and curriculum resource guide for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening. It is affirmed that no one approach to reading instruction is appropriate for 
all students, that an eclectic view that addresses the learning styles and specific needs of individual 
children within the classroom is needed for maximizing the success of programmatic efforts. The 
utilization of authentic, unabridged quality children's literature as a major source of reading material 
is emphasized A process approach to the improvement of writing skills is affirmed by which students 
develop ideas, produce drafts, revise, edit, and eventually publish original materials for specific 
audiences. The development of clearly defined grade level objectives, agreement on core literature 
for each grade level, the production of Curriculum Guidebooks and the recommendation of materials 
to deliver the curriculum were completed during the 1995-1996 school year. The School Committee 
has approved the revised curriculum and the recommended materials for implementation over a three 
year period of time. 


Early Childhood Education 
An integrated PreSchool program continues to operate at the Steward School in Topsfield to provide 
an environment in which both special needs and typical students share participation in a 


developmental cost-effective and purposeful program. This year 13 special needs preschoolers are 
enrolled in the program. The availability of additional space at Cole School for the 1997-1998 school 
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year will enable Boxford to establish its own PreSchool program which will offer a number of 
educational and financial benefits. 


Assessment Program 


The Massachusetts Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) has, since 1988, been delivered every 
other year in the spring to students in grade four. These Assessment Tests deal with reading, writing, 
math, science, and social studies and provide information to the schools on area of curriculum and 
instruction, assisting the district in identifying any strengths and weaknesses in their programs of 
study. The Assessment Tests included open ended questions requiring narrative answers in an effort 
to evaluate problem solving and communications skills) MEAP Tests were administered in March 
of 1996 to all fourth grade students. Boxford scores were consistent with those of districts 
designated as similar by the Department of Education. This affirmed that the effort and resources 
dedicated to an aggressive ongoing process of program renewal has resulted in our curriculum being 
current, and comprehensive. 


In May of each school year, the Boxford Elementary Schools have utilized the Iowa Tests of Basic 
Skills in reading, language, math, and work-study skills in an effort to obtain detailed information on 
the ability and growth of individual students in numerous sub-skill areas so that appropriate 
instructional programs may be prescribed. These tests are administered in grades three and five. The 
National Achievement Test in reading and language arts is administered annually in May to grade two 
students. Results are shared with the teaching staff and individual student reports are sent home to 
parents. As part of the transition to Grade 7, Masconomet Junior High personnel administer a math 
test and a writing sample to Grade 6 students in May. 


Results from all components of the standardized testing program are utilized in conjunction with 
direct teacher input in an attempt to monitor, evaluate, and continually fine-tune the instructional 
process. The administration is committed to an ongoing review of the assessment program in an 
attempt to maximize consistency between curriculum goals and the system for evaluating those goals. 
The administration continues to be actively considering research based alternatives to our current 
program that may better serve the needs of staff and children. 


Educational Technology 


During the 1994/95 school year a broad based Technology Planning Committee prepared a five year 
technology plan for implementation in the elementary schools. The TPC includes teachers, staff, 
parents, members of the community, School Committee members, representatives of Town Boards 
and other interested parties. The plan was submitted to the Department of Education for approval 
in April, 1996. The Technology Plan was one of the first ten submitted and approved by the DOE. 


The plan presents a comprehensive proposal to provide the tools, curriculum, staffing and 
professional development necessary to enable Boxford elementary school students to use educational 


technology effectively. 
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The plan outlines a course of action that seeks the investment of $500,000 from a variety of public 
and private sources over a five year period in order to provide improved learning opportunities across 
the curriculum for all students; high quality professional development for all staff; parent and 
community education offerings; efficient telecommunications between the schools, central office, 
Masconomet, the public library, other town offices and eventually between home and school. The 
1995 Annual Town Meeting approved a Warrant Article in the amount of $102,000 to fund the first 
year acquisition of computers, printers, software and technology furniture. The 1996 Annual Town 
Meeting approved a Warrant Article in the amount of $87,090 to support the second year 
implementation of the Technology Plan. This warrant article was approved as a Proposition 2 1/2 
override at the annual election in May. In the regular school operating budget the School Committee 
has funded a Technology Integration Specialist, a Technology Aide, professional development, 
maintenance and materials to support the successful deployment of new technology at Cole and 
Spofford Pond. The Boxford PTO and the Tri-Town Educational Foundation as well as several 
private donations continue to support the infusion of technology into the schools. 


Four underlying goals have been adopted to direct the elementary schools' technology initiatives for 
the next five years: 


Ay Provide a learning environment which enables students to master the appropriate uses 
of technology to produce higher achievement, increased creativity, greater application 
of critical thinking skills and the desire for life-long learning. 


2 Provide evidence of the capability of educational technology to improve student 
learning. 
33 Prepare teachers and staff for roles as learning facilitators through continuous 


professional development opportunities. 


4. Recognize and build on the human resources in the Boxford community to: share 
ideas and resources; generate strong support for educational technology; and develop 
partnerships which allow for the maximum use of technology to link curriculum and 
instruction at the elementary level, with Masconomet, with the town and regional 
library systems and other educational organizations. 


The plan continues to be an ambitious one which requires broad support from many constituencies 
in town for it to be fully realized. The ongoing addition and renovation project at the two schools 
includes a technology component to provide the infrastructure for networking necessary to take 
advantage of emerging technologies in the years to come. 


Teacher In-Service Training/Professional Development 
One provision of the Education Reform Act of 1993 replaces lifetime licensure of educators in 


Massachusetts with five-year renewable certificates. This new requirement has resulted in many new 
opportunities for professional development and in-service training at the school, district and state 
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level. Recertification requires an educator to earn 120 Professional Development points for the first 
certificate to be renewed in the five-year renewal cycle. At least 60 points must be earned in the 
content and professional skill areas of certification, with the remainder of the points earned through 
activities which address other educational issues and topics that improve student learning. 


Educators are also required to develop an Individual Professional Development Plan that outlines the 
activities in which they will engage for their professional development. This plan should focus on the 
goals of the school, district, courses, seminars, workshops, and conferences, school and district 
professional development programs; mentoring, peer-coaching, cooperative teaching; and self- 
directed educational projects. 


The Cole School Council Improvement Plan, the Spofford Pond School Council Improvement Plan 
and the District Strategic Plan each place a strong emphasis on professional development and training 
for staff which focus upon identified curriculum and organizational priorities as well as the diverse 
learning needs of children. A Professional Development Council has been established to help 
coordinate the efforts of individual teachers, each school and the six schools of the Tri-Town School 
Union. Priority areas for 1996-1997 have included technology, language arts, portfolio assessment, 
fine arts, health, physical education, critical thinking, and inclusion. 


The School Committee continues to provide incentives through tuition reimbursement programs 
beyond the school day and school district. In addition, the application of available grant funds from 
the State Department of Education and the Boxford PTO have been instrumental in creating 
opportunities for teachers and other staff to maintain and update their professional skills. The School 
Committee continues to believe that professional development for staff is an important investment 
that will result in improved learning outcomes for children. 


Special Needs Education 


School districts are mandated by state and federal laws to provide special education services to those 
students with a special need who require support in order to make effective educational progress and 
to ensure that these services occur in the least restrictive environment. 


As of January 1997, there were 133 special needs students in the Boxford Elementary Schools 
including 32 at Cole, 81 at Spofford Pond, 7 in out of district placements and 13 preschoolers, nine 
of whom are enrolled in our Topsfield/Boxford Integrated Program. The percentage of Boxford 
students (Kindergarten through 6th grade) receiving special education services is approximately 13% 
which is lower than the state average. 


During the 1996-97 school year, the Special Education staff has consisted of a Special Education 
Administrator, a part-time assistant to the administrator, a special education secretary, six resource 
room teachers, thirteen full or part time aides (including seven who work with specific individual 
students whose physical, behavioral and/or cognitive handicaps require one-on-one assistance), two 
part-time counselors and two speech therapists (one full-time and one half-time). 


The support offered to students in the Boxford Schools ranges from monitoring of their progress in 
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regular education classes and consulting with their regular education teachers, to direct instruction 
in all academic areas in the resource rooms. As a school system, Boxford is deeply committed to 
the philosophy of inclusion and continues to pursue effective ways of integrating all our children into 
regular education programming. 


Throughout the grade levels at Cole School, special education teachers are working within the regular 
education classroom to support the students with special needs. A number of children with significant 
cognitive and/or social difficulties have been able to be active participants in the regular education 
program with the use of aides, consulting specialists, reduced class sizes, modified programming and, 
when possible, co-teaching by the regular and special education teachers. 


At Spofford Pond School, a number of children with moderate learning programs are integrated into 
regular education classes at the third, fourth and fifth grade levels using a cooperative team approach 
by regular and special education personnel. 


In addition, instructional assistants have enabled several children with more significant physical or 
neurological disabilities to be successful in their home school environment. 


When the need for specialized support services arises, the town contracts with outside vendors. This 
past year several private agencies and individuals were utilized to provide occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, low vision services, adaptive physical education and consultation around specific 
disabilities. 


Boxford belongs to the Greater Lawrence Educational Collaborative (GLEC) which is comprised 
of several Merrimack Valley school districts who come together with shared concerns. It provides 
programs for low incident special needs students, serves as a resource to address special education 
issues, and offers many needed support services. At present, one outside placement student is in a 


GLEC collaborative class. 


Parent involvement in Special Education is strongly encouraged and always welcomed. Boxford, 
Topsfield and Middleton parents of special education students have joined together to form the Parent 
Advisory Council (PAC). The PAC meets regularly during the school year. It has served as an arena 
for parents to discuss mutual concerns, arranged for a variety of interesting speakers, created a 
lending library, purchased enrichment materials, sponsored fundraising and other events, and provided 
input into the Special Education Department's programs and policies. 


Health Services 


The Health Service in the Boxford Schools is performed by Dr. James Brackbill, School Physician, 
Lynne Nechtem, School Nurse at Cole School, and Rosemary Smaha, School Nurse at Spofford Pond 
School. The responsibilities of the health personnel include: 


Physical Exams 30 in both schools 
Mass. Vision Tests All students 26 referrals 
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Mass. Hearing Tests All students 11 referrals 


Kindergarten Screening Kindergarten 15 referrals 
Tuberculosis Testing All new staff, volunteers 

Postural Screening Grade 5 & 6 9 referrals 
Home Visits Spofford, Cole 27 families 


In addition, 15,399 ill and/or injured children were seen and treated in the health suites. There were 
33 reportable accidents. Medications were administered as prescribed by physicians. Emergency 
medications are kept in both health suites and dispensed as needed. Mrs. Smaha and Mrs. Nechtem 
maintain current CPR certificates, serve on Child Study Teams attend conferences and read 
publications to keep abreast of both local, state and national health concerns and issues. Mrs. 
Nechtem is a CPR instructor and provides training to certify staff in the Tri-Town area. 


All students are weighed and measured each year. Each year health records are reviewed and 
updated. As of November 1, 1996 all students were compliant with the state immunization 
requirements. As state law requires exemptions from immunizations are accepted for religious 
purposes only. 


In addition, Mrs. Smaha taught with the fifth grade teachers and Mr. Sparkes the Personal Growth 
and Development Unit of the Health Curriculum to all fifth graders. At Cole School, Mrs. Nechtem 
was part of the Pre-School Screening team and tested three and four year olds for vision and hearing. 
Kindergarten registration was held at Cole School in February. A team of two review immunizations, 
check birth certificates and discuss health issues. In addition, both nurses provided HIV/AIDS and 
rabies education for all staff and rabies information for students at both schools. 


School Lunch Program 


During the 1995-1996 school year, the Spofford Pond and Harry Lee Cole Schools served 63,299 
reimbursable meals to Boxford students. The price charged for a lunch remained at $1.25. Because 
of increased costs for food, materials and labor the price charged for lunch during the 1996-97 school 
year has been increased to $1.50. Collaborative bidding and the use of available government 
commodities have helped to reduce the rate of cost increases and enabled the lunch program to 


maintain a stable price structure for nearly five years. 


Free and reduced lunches are available to students whose families meet federally established income 
levels. Parents are urged to contact their building principal at any time during the school year 


regarding potential eligibility. 

Senior Citizen lunches had been previously served at Spofford Pond School. During this year lunches 
were prepared at Cole School and transported to the Boxford Senior Center where they were enjoyed 
by local residents. The cost of a lunch is $1.25. All seniors are encouraged to participate. 


A brief statement of the finances of the 1995-1996 school year follows: 


Balance July 1, 1995 $ 5,784.57 
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Receipts $116,209.86 


Total $121,994.43 
Expenditures $123,631.14 
Balance June 30,1996 ($ 1,636.71) 


Government reimbursements that were still outstanding for May and June would give the program 
a small positive balance to start the 19961997 school year. 
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Staff Directory 


Harry Lee Cole School 


Maureen Berman 
Jennifer McEachern 
Elizabeth McLaren 
Carole Rivinius 
Kimberly Suther 
Susan Giovannacci 


Debra Holt 
Cynthia Hunt 


Mary Anne York 
Debora Cahill 
Antoinette Czekanski 


Mary Lee Kennefick 
Deborah Mahoney 


Sherry Moore 
Linda Piecewicz 
Peggy Russell 
Carol Weitzman 


Ellen Casey 
Margaret Cook 


Maureen Cronin 
Virginia Douglass 
Thaya Lane Puglisi 
Terry Marcille 


Cynthia Olansky 


Grade 
Principal 


K Activity 

K Activity 

K Activity 

K Activity 
(.5)Kindergarten 


Kindergarten 
Kindergarten 


Kindergarten 
1(.5) 
1 


1 (5) 
1 


Appt. 


1994 
1992 
1995 
WE) 
1995 
1985 


1994 
1981 


199] 
19972 
1995 


1989 


ems 


1980 


1992 


199] 


1986 
LOFs 


Ie 
1964 
ro? 
1980 


199] 
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Degree 


BS 
M.Ed. 
BS 
BS 
BA 
BS 
BS 
M.Ed. 
BS 
BS 
M.Ed. 
BS 
BS 
BA 
M.Ed. 
BA 
BS 
M.Ed. 
BS 
MS 
BS 
M.Ed. 
BS 
M.Ed. 
BA 
M.Ed. 
BS 
BA 
M.Ed. 
BS 
BS 
BS 
M.Ed. 
BS 
M.Ed. 
BS 


College or University 


Bridgewater State College 
Bridgewater State College 
Salem State College 
Salem State College 
Connecticut College 
Salem State College 
Salem State College 
Salem State College 
University of Maine 

Salem State 

Salem State 

Salem State College 
Salem State College 
Framingham State College 
University of Lowell 
Westfield State College 
Salem State College 
Lesley College 

New York University 
Wheelock College 

Salem State College 
Butler University 
Wheelock College 

Lesley College 

SUNY Cortland 

Boston University 
Northeastern University 
Principia College 

Antioch College 

Salem State College 
Salem State College 

Salve Regina University 
Salem State College 
University of Massachusetts 
Lesley College 
Bridgewater State College 


Spofford Pond School 
Brent Rogers 
Joni Jay 


Pamela Bateman 
Leslie Hamilton 
Dorothy Regan 


Christina Lanning (on leave) 
Mary Mann 

Jacqueline Murphy 
Christine Cotti 

Renee McPhee 

Jamie Becotte 


Mary Gigandet 
Joanne Green 
Shireen Pesez 
Dorothy Pirrello 
Arlene Price 


Nancy Ames 
Debra Auday 


Richard Bateman 
Keline Grose (on leave) 


Edward Guzzaloca 
Diane Harutunian 


Janice Maguire 
Jean Carosi 


Kimberly Economos 
James Platt 
Susan Robinson 


Mary Ellen Sorensen 
Karin Bates 


Grade 
Principal 
Asst.Prin.(.5) 


3 
3 


WwW 


ON 


Appt. 


L995 


1996 


LOW. 
1969 
1996 


L993 
1987 
1985 
1987 
1996 
1903 


pg93 
19972 
1995 
1990 
1995 
1987 
1987 
1970 
1992 


1986 
1995 


1295 
1995 


1993 
1969 
1978 


1987 
1996 
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Degree 


M.Ed. 


M.Ed. 


M.Ed. 


M.Ed. 


M.Ed. 
M.Ed. 


M.Ed. 


College or University 


Gordon College 

Lesley College 

Webster College 

Harvard University 
Framingham State College 
Merrimack College 
Plymouth State College 
Lesley College 

University of Miami (Ohio) 
Framingham State College 
Tufts University 

Lowell State College 
Bradford College 
University of Lowell 
University of Lowell 
College of St. Rose 
S.U.N.Y. Albany 
Merrimack College 

Boston College 

Salem State College 

Russell Sage College 
University of Colorado 
BIOLA University 

Lesley College 

Salem State College 
Cambridge College 

State University of N.Y. 
Nazareth College 

Salem State College 
Central Conn. State College 
Central Conn. State College 
University of Massachusetts 
Newton 
Sacred Heart 


University of New Hampshire 
University of New Hampshire 


Boston State College 

Salem State College 
University of Vermont 
University of Massachusetts 
Haverford College 

Lesley College 


College of the 


Specialists 
Pauline Boudreau 
Claudette Yutkins 
Joanna Spinosa 
Elizabeth Shepard 
James Turner 
Robert Sparkes 
Margaret Costello 
Serena Caperonis 
Donna Morton 


Penny Rogers 


Amy Bettencourt 
Heidi Canner 


Elizabeth Lynaugh 
Elizabeth Scheld 
Deborah Stone 
Heather Walker 

M. Jane Bonaventura 
Ellen Matarazza Best 
Joan Corradino 
Virginia Simon 


Anne O'Brien 
Barbara LeBel 


Subject 
Art 
(.6)Art 
Music 
Instr. Music 
(.2)Music 
nat 
PE. 
(.8) Reading 
Reading 
(.5)Reading 


SPED 
SPED 


SPED 

SPED 

SPED 

SPED 
(.5)Speech/Lang 
Speech/Lang 
(.8)Guidance 
(.9)Guidance 


Library Media Spec. 
Technology Spec. 


Appt. 


199] 
1992 
1993 
1989 
1995 
1977 
1992 
1993 
1989 
1995 


1994 
1988 


1990 


1994 


1995 


1987 


1989 


1993 


1987 


1986 


1994 
1995 


iW 6 


Degree 


M.Ed. 


M.Ed. 


College or University 


Mass. College of Art 
Lesley College 

Salem State College 
Lesley College 
University of Hartford 
Lowell State College 


Berklee College of Music 


Boston State College 
Boston State College 
Goucher College 
Lesley College 
Wheelock College 
Lesley College 
Syracuse University 


University of New Hampshire 


Trinity College 


University of Massachusetts 


Lesley College 
Emerson College 
Lesley College 
University of Miami 
Lesley College 

St. Francis College 
Salve Regina Coilege 
Gordon College 
Lesley College 
Emerson College 
Emerson College 
Boston College 
Tufts University 
Wagner College 
Tufts University 
Case Western Reserve 
Tufts University 
Lowell State College 
Lesley College 
Lesley College 


Central Office 


Joseph J Connelly 


Bernard F. Creeden 


Craig Robinson 
Vickie Charlton 


Superintendent 


Asst. Superintendent 


Director of Facilities 
Admin. of Spec. Ed. 


1986 


1980 


1994 
1990 


BS 


M.Ed. 


Ed.D. 
BA 


M.Ed. 


Ed.D. 
BA 
BA 


M.Ed. 


Fitchburg State College 
Salem State College 
Nova University 

College of the Holy Cross 
Salem State College 
Boston College 
University of Vermont 
Radcliffe College 

Lesley College 


Ground Breaking for Harry Lee Cole School Addition 
Photo by Werner Grabowski, Clerk of Works 
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MRS. GRIFFIN TRUST FUND 


The Mrs. Griffin Trust Fund provides for awards, known as Mrs. Griffin Prizes, in the form 
of $200.00 each; cash prizes given each year to the outstanding students in the graduating class 
of the Boxford Public Schools. The prizes, provided from the Fund established by her family, 
are in the memory of Isabelle Anne McManus Griffin, Teacher, Principal, Head Teacher and 
former resident of the Town of Boxford. 


The fund was established in 1990 and the recipients to date are as follows: 


1990 Julie Roden 
Dana Steer 
1991 Kim Barrell 


Khatija Ladhani 
Stephen Palenscar 


1992 Ashley Langer 
Timothy Roden 


1993 Brooke Bagge 
Patricia McGinley 


1994 Rebecca A. Guerin 
Paige A. McGarry 


1995 Kimberly Phelan 
Jonathan Sandler 


1996 Jacqueline L. O’Brien 
William LeClerk 
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BOXFORD SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE 


The Boxford School Building Committee meets a minimum of once a month usually the first 
Wednesday or Thursday of that month. The primary duties are, but not necessarily limited to 
the review and administration of the contracts between the Town of Boxford and that of HKT 
Architects Inc. and Shah Construction Corp. The Committee also works in close coordination 
with the Boxtord School Committee and other town boards and committees as it relates to the 
construction of the Cole and Spofford Schools. 


Since the report of 1995, the town has entered into a lump sum contract with Shah Construction, 
to construct additions and renovations to the Cole and spofford Pond Schools for an amount of 
$4,205,000.00. That contract was executed on or about March. Actual construction was started 
in April with the Cole School starting first. The construction has proceeded since that time with 
all work being monitored by HKT Architects, the Town of Boxford’s Clerk of Works and this 
Committee. The work appears to be following the specifications and time guidelines as set forth 
in the contact documents. 


As of December 31, 1996, the construction expenditure is a total of $2,142,905.10 or 51% of 
the construction contract amount. A contingency amount of $237,221.00 exists which includes 
construction contract modifications to date. There have been 3 change orders issued. At this 
time, the construction costs of the project are following budget guidelines set forth by this 
committee. 


The expenditure to date with HKT Architects is $246,916.04 from a contract amount of 
$318,000.00. The contract balance is $71,083.96. This balance is for architectural services as 
it relates to the construction administration requirements of HKT Architects. The original 
contingency amount of $12,000.00 currently remains. The contract with HKT Architects is 
currently following budgetary guidelines set forth by this committee. 


The total warrant amount is $5,120,406.00 inclusive of all cost such as furnishings, Town of 
Boxford representative, and bond expenses. The expenditure is currently $2,389,821.14 leaving 
a balance of $2,730,584.86, or 47% completed. Currently, costs against the warrant are within 
parameters consistent with the percent complete with the project. 


The overall construction project appears to be in proceeding as planned with few interruptions 
or unexpected costs. At Cole School, interior painting is taking place and it is expected to have 
the interior work near completion within 2 months. The Cole site work will resume in the 
spring. Spofford Pond School consists of two wings with the south wing progressing ahead of 
the north wing. The south wing is currently having the interior partitions installed. The north 
wing is having the structure installed with the roof expected to be completed in the spring. The 
interior work will continue at Spofford Pond during the spring and early summer months with 
the site work completed in the late summer. 
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The overall construction project is progressing at a pace consistent with the iniual contract 
completion date of August 1997. 


Robert Russo, Chairman Thomas Grannemann 
Kendall Bagge Ann Knight 

Kevin Connors Charles McCarthy 
Andrew Fraser Richard O’Brien 


Ellen Guerin 


Harry Lee Cole School Steel Erection 9/25/96 
Photo by Werner Grabowski, Clerk of Works 
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NORTH SHORE REGIONAL 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 


30 Logbridge Road, Post Office Box 806 

Middleton, Massachusetts 01949-2806 

Telephone (508) 762-0001 Edmund W. Barry, Jr. 
Fax (508) 777-8403 Supenntendent-Director 


ANNUAL REPORT -- JANUARY, 1997 


Conceptual Master Plan Study 


The Conceptual Master Plan Study should be completed in the next several weeks. Phase two of this 
process must now be done. The appropnation to do Phase Two will be included in the 1997-98 
budget. Included as an appendix are the first four pages of a ten-page Executive Summary of the 
Master Plan Summary. 


Administration 


The North Shore Regional Vocational School District Committee, comprised of one member 
appointed to represent each member community, is the governing body of the School Distnct. The 
Supenntendent-Director and the administrative team carry out the policies of the Distnct School 
Committee and oversee the daily operation of the school. 


Enrollment 


Student enrollment as of October | was 476. There continues to be strong interest in vocational 
education and in the small, homelike atmosphere offered by North Shore. The school, however, 
continues to experience space shortages in classrooms, the library and the cafeteria. The lack of 
an auditorium and athletic fields also hinder the full growth of North Shore Tech. In order to 
address space concerns, the District has secured the services of LPBA, an architectural firm from 
Boston, to assess the facilities and project the future needs of the District. To date, the report has 
not been accepted by the School Committee. 


Students participate in programs in Automotive Technology, Carpentry, Commercial Art, 
Collision Repair Technology, Culinary Arts, Marketing Education, Fashion Design, 
Electronics/Computer Technology, Masonry, Health Technology, Manufacturing Technology, 
Job Skills Training and Building Management. Programs in Welding, and the Automotive 
program offered in Beverly were closed for lack of enrollment and efficiency of operation 
respectively. The Health Technology program was brought to the Middleton campus from 
Beverly, further stressing the space problem here. 


Participating Communities: 


Beverly 
Boxford 


panwecs Gloucester Lynnfield Marblehead Nahant Salem Topstiek 
Essex Hamilton Manchester-by-the-Sea Middleton Rockport Swampscott Wenhan i 
|) 


182 


se 


|| 
i 
i 


| 


Curriculum 


Under the leadership of its Superintendent-Director, North Shore Technical High School chose 
to stress two initiatives school-wide this year: student reading level and study skills. With these 
two efforts, the administration believes that students will be better prepared to learn in all areas of 
instruction across the curriculum. 


Incoming ninth graders arrive at North Shore with an eclectic collection of reading, writing, 
mathematical and study skills. Presumably, statewide reforms in curriculum and assessment will 
eventually mean that student skills are more uniform. That, however, remains a dream for the 
long term. During the first week of school in August, ninth grade students were exposed to a 
week long regimen of strategies and skills relating to the discipline of how to study. Each 
student’s English teacher talked about how to do homework, how to study, how to review for 
tests, and how to take tests. Each student also received a planner in which to write homework, 
social engagements, and personal test scores. Other ninth grade teachers reinforced the concepts 
in their own content areas from time to time throughout the school year. It is hoped that 
focusing on these fundamental learning skills will serve the students well throughout their school 
careers. 


Reading scores present similar concerns. Testing reveals that over 32% of students coming to 
North Shore read at the fourth grade level and 47% are below grade six. This alarming statistic 
led to the school-wide focus on reading. Incoming ninth grade students are tested to determine 
their reading ability. A student’s reading class schedule is established based on his/her level of 
compentency. 


In order to maximize the student’s interest and motivation to participate actively in the reading 
program, a new computer laboratory was installed in the second floor. Using the powerful 
Success Maker software package, student reading levels are measured and appropriate reading 
lessons are prescribed to improve their reading and spelling skills. 


The Professional Development Committee continues to set the course for teacher training within 
the district. Strands are planned in inclusion, technology, and integration. Teachers are 
encouraged to maintain their individual professional development plans in order to be eligible for 
re-certification by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as teachers. Teachers and administrators 
are represented on the committee because the District believes that Professional Development of 
both teachers and administrators is in the best interest of everyone in the District. 


Special Education Department 


The Special Education Department is made up of ten teachers, two aides, one instructional practitioner, 
and one speech/language pathologist. 
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Small classes in English, math, science, and social studies are offered to students on an individualized 
education plan. These classes parallel the regular education curriculum and are taught by teachers with 
certification in moderate special needs. 


Additionally, we offer inclusion classes in all grades and every academic subject area. These classes are 
team-taught by members of the regular education and special education staff. Along with this, we offer 
academic support and foster organizational skills in the Tutoring Center. 


Our two 502.4 programs are designed for students with special needs who are developing skills for 
competitive employement. The “Job Skills’ program is designed to provide functional academics, 
vocational training, and independent living skills. The “Building Management” program is designed to 
provide functional academics and vocational training specific to building maintenance. 


The total enrollment for the special education department is 199 students which is approximately 44% 
of the students at North Shore Technical High School. The breakdown according to prototype ts: 


8% of the students are classified as 502.1 (modified program) 

68% of the students are classified as 502.2 (up to 25% of time in a separate program) 
14% of the students are classified as 502.3 (up to 25-60% of time in a separate program) 
10% of the students are classified as 502.4 (a substantially separate program) 


Interscholastic Sports 


The spring of 1996 found the Athletic Department with a major crisis. The Town of Middleton 
closed all fields to use by North Shore Regional for our athletic programs. We were able to 
locate and rent a practice softball field in Topsfield, and the Beverly Little League gave us use of 
Harry Ball Field for softball games. We were not as lucky locating a practice site for the Baseball 
team. On some days we were able to send the team to use the soccer field at Essex Aggie, which 
does not have a baseball diamond or backstop, on other days we just had to practice in the gym as 
best we could. There are very few full size baseball diamonds in the area and they are being used 
most of the time by other groups. We were able to locate several fields in surrounding towns in 
order to play some games but, many games that were scheduled to be played as home games had 
to be played on the road at the opponents field. This will be an ongoing problem especially for 
baseball until our fields can be constructed. 


The fall season saw the soccer and volleyball teams with a slight decrease in numbers early in the 
season but both programs solidified and were very competitive. Home soccer games were played 
on a rented field in Topsfield. The football program continues to expand with an increasing 
amount of participants, 29 new freshman came out for the team forcing us to purchase additional 
equipment. The varsity football team finished its second year in the Commonwealth Conference 
with a 4-1 league record, good enough for a second place finish, and a 5-5 overall record. Essex 
Aggie allowed us to use land on their property for practices. Although this was not an ideal 
setting, it was at least a place to practice every afternoon. Masconomet was gracious enough to 
lend us their football field for four of our home games. Lynnfield and North Reading each let us 
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use their fields for one game. The cheering squad entered its first ever competition at Greater 
Lowell Vocational and although they did not place, they represented the school well. 


A major improvement in the athletic program this year was the addition of a Certified Athletic 
Trainer. The budget allowed for coverage of all varsity football games and most home soccer 
games. The trainer was in 2 - 3 days per week for the fall season. For the winter season, the 
trainer is in again 2 - 3 days per week and able to cover most home basketball games, both girls 
and boys. This has provided greatly improved injury evaluation and care for our athletes. 
Hopefully the budget will be able to afford increased services for next year. However, we do not 
really have adequate space for a training room. We have been using the aerobics/exercise room 
for this purpose. 


We are currently in the middle of the winter season. The boys basketball team had a great turnout 
and we are again competing at three levels: varsity, junior varsity, and freshman. The girls 
basketball team is in its first year of full league play in the Commonwealth Conference and has 
been very competitive. Youth is playing a big factor as there are ten, ninth grade girls on a squad 
of 16. This bodes well for the future. 


The two ongoing problems facing the athletic programs are lack of space and fields. Insufficient 
space for locker rooms, a training room, storage, and offices becomes an increasing burden as the 
programs continue to grow. Field space here at the school needs to be developed as soon as 
possible in order to make better use of time allowed for practices as well as cutting down on 
transportation to and from practice fields every day. 


Career Exploration 


Ninth grade students explore each vocational/technical area for a peniod of five days, and their 
performance is evaluated by shop teachers on the basis of several critena. Upon completion of the 
exploratory program, the student chooses a shop for the remainder of the freshman year, and in most 
cases, remains in that shop for the following three years. 


To assist students in their selection, a series of career guidance sessions have been introduced into the 
ninth grade English classes. Among the topics covered are the meaning of work and the skills and 
attitudes needed for success on the job. The classes culminate in a job shadowing experience. In 
combination, the shop experience, teacher evaluations, classroom group guidance, and individual 
counseling help students select the vocational/technical area best related to his/her interests, aptitudes, 


and achievements. 


Placement 


The class of 1996 at North Shore Tech graduated on June 6, 1996. Seventy-two percent of the class 
was placed in a job in their vocational area or trade-related positions. Twenty-four percent 
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matnculated at post-secondary institutions and four percent entered the military on full-time active 
duty. | 


Almost fifty percent of the class of 1996 participated in the Cooperative Education program and most 
continued this placement on a full-time basis after graduation. Each of our graduates is aware of our 
permanent placement service which offers them an opportunity to receive career guidance and 
assistance with future placement. 


School to Work 


North Shore Tech has actively been involved in the Massachusetts School-to-Work Initiatives since 
October 1994. We are the fiscal agent for the Western Essex Partnership but also active participants in 
the North Coastal Partnership and the Greater Lynn Partnership. Five teachers have been designated 
as the School-to-Work Coordinators and are the liaisons between North Shore Tech and the three 
partnerships. The Western Essex Partnership has received a $50,000 planning grant and is awaiting 
word on an incentive grant proposal submitted in December, 1996. 


The School-to-Work Grant encourages students to explore career opportunities and develop a career 
awareness early in their school career. We have developed a program for our ninth grade exploratory 
students using our Student Services Department, Lead Teachers, and School-to-Work personnel. We 
hope that our ninth graders learn that their interests translate into vocational skills and career goals. A 
student’s career pathway will hopefully add focus to their academic and vocational studies. 


Tech Prep 


Tech Prep is a national program which offers eleventh and twelfth graders an opportunity to earn 
college credits while they finish their high school diploma. The Tech Prep program is alive and well at 
North Shore Technical High School. We currently offer six vocational Tech Prep courses which are as 
follows: Marketing, Electronics, Manufacturing, Health Tech, Culinary Arts and Auto Tech. Presently 
there are sixty-one students enrolled in these programs with ten faculty designated as team members. 


School Social Worker 


The School Social Worker/Adjustment Counselor works with the at nsk population who are referred 
by faculty and administration. Students serviced by the School Social Worker present a wide range of 
social and emotional issues from teen pregnancy, homelessness, and substance abuse that often hamper 
their ability to be successful in school. North Shore Technical High School is often the one stability in 
their chaotic lives. Students are referred to various Social Service Agencies outside of school, as well 
as being provided with crisis intervention until appropnate services can be obtained. 


Various groups are offered to students throughout the year. These groups are coordinated with 
Project Rap and Children's Friend & Family Services. Students monitored on a probationary status 
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through the Admission team are tracked by the school social worker. Support services are provided to 
these students as deemed appropnate. Community agencies, i.e, D.S.S., Health Quarters Counseling 
Centers, Probation, services are all coordinated through the School Social Worker. 


Finally, there is a weekly High Risk Meeting held for Administration and Student Services to help 
facilitate communication and monitoring of the students who are at risk. 


Health Office - School Nurse 


The health office provides the traditional services of administering first aide; vision, hearing, and 
postural screenings; maintenance of health and immunization records; and the reporting and 
tracking of infectious diseases. 


Students with various chronic health care needs attend North Shore Technical High School. 
Students with asthma, seizures, insulin dependent diabetes, hypertension, cardiac problems and 
those needing daily medication for ADD/ADHD and psychological problems are managed in the 
health office. Students and staff can have their blood pressures, blood glucose and lung volume 
can be measured and monitored in the health office. 


The challenging issues of child abuse, violence, depression, pregnancy and drug involvement are 
now faced in the health office. The school nurse works closely with the social worker on these 
issues, attending the weekly high risk meeting. The nurse also follows up on unconfirmed 
absences daily. 


Administrative tasks include tracking accident reports for the Safety Committee, completing 
worker's compensation forms and student insurance forms. 

Building and Grounds 

The building program at North Shore Tech is starting to move ahead. A master plan is now 
being developed to see the needs of the future. Plans are now in the works to complete a partially 
finished addition. 

At this time, space for shops and classrooms are over loaded. Up grades in our electrical system 
have been made to accommodate existing and new computer labs. We are now in the beginning 


stages of planning to update our HVAC system to stay within air quality standards. This will also 
allow us to be as efficient as possible to keep fuel cost under control. 


Transportation Department 


The Transportation Department provided transportation to 373 students on a daily basis to and from 
school. Transportation was also provided for 40 bridge program students still at the Beverly campus 
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to and from school as well as from Middleton to Beverly and back. Also provided were three late » 


buses, three days a week to transport students home that stayed after school for various reasons. 
Sports buses were provided to bring the students to and from practice fields as well as to all of the 
games. Late buses were provided on a daily basis to bring sports players home after games or practice. 
Transportation was also provided for numenious field trips wherever and whenever necessary. 


Two buses were converted to 7D 1/2 vehicles to transport students back and forth from construction 
sites. The Transportation Department Lease/Purchased a new 71 passenger school bus and a used 
Plymouth Voyager designated as a type 7D vehicle. This will be used when there are less than eight 
students to be transported. 


Adult Education 


Adult Evening Education at North Shore is a self-supporting program that offers more than 45 
vocational-technical classes that enhance the professional and personal lives of the adult members of 
Our community. The Program serves nearly nine hundred adult students participating in a wide variety 
of courses. Popular fields of study include, computers, health, construction, welding, culinary, 
automotive and business skills. A number of courses have state approval for professional and trade 
license preparation. 


The Adult Education Programs continue to enjoy a reputation of providing quality vocational-technical 
education to a demanding client that faces an every changing work place. As part of our on-going 
effort to provide competitive and progressive programming approximately twenty percent of the 
current year’s course offerings are new. 


Adult Education at North Shore provides a much-needed service and is embraced by the community as 
an outstanding educational opportunity. 


Business Office 


The Business Office consists of the Business Manager, Assistant Procurement Officer, and one clerical 
position. We maintain all accounts payable, payroll, general ledger, and cash functions and/or 
transations. 


Our Fiscal 1996 audit was completed and the management letter was issued October 23, 1996. There 
were no material weakness and since, the Administration has responded in writing to all comments 
made. 


The Department of Revenue certified our July 1, 1996 deficit at ($25,207) which was down by 
$304,355 from July 1, 1995. This deficit is predominately the school lunch program that was reduced 
by approximately $25,000 during Fiscal Year 1996 and is anticipated to be eliminated come June 30, 
1997 
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Overall, things are going smoothly at this point in the fiscal year. We continue to produce timely 
financial data and-run the office as efficient as possible. We are striving to generate a small surplus at 
the close of Fiscal 1997 for future unforeseen problems that may arise. This may be accomplished by 
running a tight ship and obtaining quotes on most purchases to get the best price available for the 


money. 


Funding Issues 


The Fiscal 1998 Budget preparation is currently in process and will be presented to the District’s 
Finance Policy Sub-Committee at their January meeting. Administration anticipates a 5% to 7% 
increase over the Fiscal 1997 Operating Budget. At this point, we have not recieved any financial data 
about Fiscal 1998 from the Department of Education. 
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North Shore Regional Vocational School District Committee 


CC: 


Beverly Paul F. McDonald 

Boxford Philip J. Holden 

Danvers T. Frank Tyrrell, Jr. 

Essex George R. Harvey, Secretary 
Gloucester Robert F. Parsons, Sr., Chairman 
Hamilton Richard J. Ceremsak 

Lynnfield Paul Anderson, Vice Chairman 
Manchester-by-the-Sea Dorothy Anderson 
Marblehead No representative 

Middleton James M. Reynolds 

Nahant | Thomas Johnson 

Rockport Loretta F. Evans 

Salem No representative 

Swampscott William R. Hyde, Jr. 

Topsfield Robert C. Nordstrom 

Wenham No representative 


NSRVSD School Committee 

Cities and Towns 

NST Administration 

North Shore Educational Association 
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LPBA/ Architects, Inc. 


Conceptual Master Plan Study 
North Shore Technical High School 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


Introduction and History 

North Shore Technical High School first occupied the existing facility in 1992, following a 
$2.5 million renovation designed by the architectural firm, DRA. The facility had orginally 
been constructed to house an industrial manufacturing company. An external gymnasium 
building, separate from the main building, was also added in 1992 to house the athletic 
program. There are no exterior athletic fields available for the students. The site also 
includes an administration building and a transportation building which were not included 
as part of this study. 


The limited resources available for the 1992 adaptation to house a school program has 
become evident in several ways. Through the Planning process that LPBA has just 
completed with the Ad Hoc Master Plan Implementation Sub-Committee, we have 
developed the criteria for the Site and Facility Master Plan. This planning process 
included the subcommittee workshops, evaluation of the existing facilities’ performance, 
student and faculty questionnaires and other studies and reports completed by LPBA. 


Of primary concern is the lack of sufficient educational training space for the students. 
There are many overburdened and partly dysfunctional vocational classrooms that have 
evolved within the facility. This is partly due to expansions in existing programs and the 
introduction of new curriculum. The footprint of the facility is no longer large enough to 
support the growing population and educational needs of the school. In response to the 
growth of the curriculum and the enrollment, the facility was occasionally modified to suit 
the school’s immediate needs with no long term strategy in place to accommodate future 
change. This type of expansion and modification has occurred largely with no planning 
considerations. , 


The North Shore Technical High School serves the community well by providing 
vocational and technical education and graduating students with specific skills and 
knowledge that are useful to industry in the community. The facility and the campus has 
the potential to be an even greater asset to the District. The strength of the school's 
educational program and additional programs responding to new opportunities in 2 or 3 
new programs will continue to make the school a valuable resource for industry and 
business. 
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MASTER PLANNING PROCESS 


The Master Planning process employed by LPBA has consisted of the components 
lustrated in the diagram below. Each of these components is described in more detail 
through the following pages of the Executive Summary. 


PLANNING AND MASTER PLAN PRODUCTS 
INVESTIGATION METHODS 


1. Summary of agenda developed 
1. Handicapped Accessibility and through workshops with 
Physical Needs Study. subcommittee. 
2. Program planning criteria 2. Master Plan schemes. 
3. Planning Subcommittee 3. Narrative summary of schemes. 
Workshops 
Student/ Faculty Questionnaires 


Preliminary Studies 

Reviews of the Main Building and Gymnasium were completed by LPBA for the school in 
May, 1996. The facilities were reviewed for handicapped accessibility and for the physical 
conditions of the building’s systems, envelope, foundation, structure, roof, spaces, 

finishes, etc. Recommendations were made for improving and upgrading the facilities to 
bring them in compliance with handicapped access codes and make the physical systems of 
the building perform satisfactorily. 


The costs for the upgrades recommended through the Physical Needs Study were not 
developed. These estimates would only have established the costs for repairs and 
renovations, but would not have considered the costs associated with a comprehensive 
renovation or addition project. 


LPBA/ Architects, Inc. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
MASTER PLAN STUDY 
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LPBA/ Architects, Inc. 


Program Planning Criteria 

This component of the Master Plan Study included the following: population and industry 
growth projections, Beverly program incorporation and program requirements as defined 
by faculty and staff. Considering the county population projections, historical enrollment 
records, and industry projections for trades represented in curriculum, the projected 
growth rate for the schools space is anticipated to be 2.3% per year for 10 years. At this 
stage in the master planning process, it was evident that the facility would need 
approximately 70,000 additional square feet to accommodate the program requirements 
for a facility with a maximum student enrollment of 600 students. Two immediate primary 
objectives of the school are to accommodate the Beverly programs and have athletic fields 
constructed by Summer of 1997. 


Planning Subcommittee Workshops 


LPBA met with the Ad-Hoc Master Plan Implementation subcommittee on a bi-weekly 
basis for a period of ten weeks. These "workshops" were of extreme value in developing 
an agenda and program for the Master Plan. The intent of the workshop was to create a 
“vision” for the future growth of the school, a plan that is meaningful, realistic, and 
progressive, one that reflects the philosophy and mission of the school district. The 
subcommittee was asked to make suggestions on how the facilities could better serve 
students and teachers. Some of the recommendations and considerations of the 
“workshop” meetings included: 


ih Upgrade HVAC systems in the short term. 


Zs Complete construction of classrooms and shop areas left incomplete from the 
school’s 1992 construction effort. Occupancy of addition in September, 1997 will 
allow for movement of Beverly programs to Middleton campus. 


3. Develop alternate plan for exterior athletic fields, parking and construct first phase 
of athletic fields for use in September, 1997. 


4. Pian for future growth to accommodate all qualified students coming from 16 
communities in the region. 


5. View the school as a resource to host night classes, community meetings, senior 
citizen groups, and year round athletic events. 


6. Integrate new program needs with sufficient flexibility to make physical 
adjustments in the future. 


7. Develop strong identity with characteristics that will give the school a distinctive 
image. 
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8. Develop unique programs for special needs students. 


9. Develop a 10-year technology plan which addresses issues such as technology 
programs for specific trades 


10. | Work with the local business community to develop special programs and focused 
student training. 


Student and Faculty Questionnaires 


Questionnaires were distributed to students and faculty tc discover the planning and | 
programmatic issues that are most important to them. Some comments from the | 
questionnaires included: | 
e insufficient classroom spaces in shops, cafeteria, faculty dining room, computer lab, | 
sports fields. | 
improve window operation, lighting, ventilation, build auditorium, and storage space. 
complete athletic fields 
no meeting space for large groups 

offer new programs to the school’s curriculum 
expand on communications and video 

expand vocational shops and offer new storage 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


The Department of Public Works experienced many changes during 1996. The greatest change 


was the absence of Superintendent Thomas Greene. Tom will surely be missed by everyone that 


worked tor him including the many contractors he dealt with and the knowledge he provided. 
Tom will be missed by those of us who worked for him and by the residents of Boxford. Tom 
was an honest employee and an all around nice guy. I would like to take this time to wish Tom 
and his family all the best; and from myself - Thank you Mr. Greene. 


This year we received our State road money late in the fall so were unable to start our road 
work until late October. The tollowing roads in Town were crushed and graded, with a base 
coat of 2 1/2" of dense binder put down as follows: 

.Spotford Road trom Highland Road to Willow Road 

-Lily Pond Road 

.Brookview Road 


for a total of 1.76 miles of roadway. 


Paving: These roads were done with 1 1/2" of top coat. 


-Mill Road 4214’ x 17’ .-Woodcrest Road 4435’ x 24’ 
-Mill Run Road 1848’ x 22’ -Redwood Circle 860’ x 24’ 
-Cross Road = 1760’ x 18’ -Sprucewood Circle 400’ x 23’ 
-Bridle Spur 445” x 16’ -Beechwood Circle 255’ x 23’ 


-Depot Road trom Cross Road 1500’ x 22’ 
For a total of 2.97 miles of road. 
Shoulder Work: Shoulder work was started on these roads which we will complete in the 
spring. We also purchased a tailgate shoulder spreader that will make the job go faster and 
easier. 
Drainage: The following streets had drainage systems installed this year: 

-Brookview Road 40’ 12" Aluminum 

-Spofford Road 1000’ 12" PVC and 5 basins. 
Catch Basins: There were 623 catch basins cleaned. 


Street Signs: We replaced 58 road side signs and 15 street name signs. 


Tree Work: With the use of outside contractors, we removed 6 maple trees, 12 oak trees, 6 
pine trees, 2 ash trees. | elm tree and 1 hickory tree. 


Road Line Painting: There were 162,974 linear feet of center lines painted. The Department 
of Public Works also painted 54 STOP bars, three cross walks and seven parking lots. 
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Waste Oil Recycled: We collected 2,329 gallons of waste oil which is used to help heat the 
D.P.W. Garage. 


Town Buildings and Grounds: With the purchase of our new gravely grass mower, we are 
now able to mow the fields in about half the time. This now gives us more time to maintain the 


commons and Town Buildings. 


Landfill: The landfill area has taken on a new look. We have started construction on the third 
soccer field at the Chadwick Field facility. We took in over 4,000 loads of clay from Logan 
Airport in Boston. The area for the new recycling center has been cleared and graded and 
should be open by early summer. 


The recapping of Johnson Field is well underway. We have received 641 loads of clay from 
Boston with more to come. The D.P.W.’s part in the project included cutting trees and clearing 
brush. Placement of hay bales and silt fence and screening loam. The project should be 
completed by the summer of 1997. The daily operations are going well in accordance with the 
Engineering Plans for final capping of the landfill site. 


Respectfully submitted, 


David E. Durkee, Foreman 
Department of Public Works 
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HEALTH AND INSPECTIONS 


Board of Health 
Health Agent Report 


Boxford-Topsfield-Wenham (B-T-W) Health District 
Treasurer 


Animal Inspector 
Building Inspector 
Plumbing and Gas Inspectors 
Wire Inspector 
Sealer of Weights and Measures 


Visiting Nurses Association 
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BOARD OF HEALTH 


The responsibilities of the Board of Health include regulating septic systems, private and 
public water supplies, the landfill, trash collection, hazardous wastes, pesticides and herbicides, 
day camps, food service establishments, elderly and immunization clinics and contagious and 
reportable disease. The Board dealt with these issues at 22 separate meetings in 1996. 


Following the dissolution of the Boxford & Wenham Health District, on June 30, 1996, 
the Board hired Allison Conboy as the full time Health Agent to work exclusively in Boxford. 
Ms. Conboy had been Health Agent for the District. The Board also employs a secretary, Ms. 
Kendell Longo, to work for the Boxford Board of Health on mornings Monday through 
Thursday. We share offices with the Building Department, Conservation Commission and 
Planning Board at 200 Washington Street. 


SEPTIC SYSTEMS 


A major area of activity for the Board continues to be septic systems for existing and 
proposed buildings. 1996 saw a calming of the frenzy over the multiple 1995 versions of the 
state’s Title V Code regulating septic systems. The Board has written policies and established 
precedents for interpretation of the 1995 version of Title V, giving greater clarity to 
homeowners, developers and engineers. The Board held variance hearings for 23 septic systems, 
19 of which were upgrades for failed systems serving existing homes. 


In November, the Board received a $20,000 grant from Mass. DEP to computerize septic 
system records in the Town. With this management tool, Boxford becomes eligible for $200,000 
of interest-free loans from the state which Boxford can then loan to residents for repair of septic 
systems under the state Betterments program. Boxford’s eligibility is contingent upon approval 
of May 1997 town meeting. 


PONDS 


Based on the monitoring data and analysis of the Water Quality Management Study for 
Seven Ponds in Boxford,Massachusetts and Appendix dated April 1995, prepared by K-V 
Associates, Inc, of Falmouth, MA and the Modeling and Analysis presented in Boxford - 3 Pond 
ien li Its by Horsley & Witten of Falmouth and Boston, MA completed 
in spring of 1996, the Boxford Board of Health concluded that in order to preserve the ponds in 
Boxford the phosphate and nitrate loading of the ponds must be reduced. Baldpate, Hoveys, and 
Stiles ponds were targeted for preservation, because they had the least eutrophication and were 
most likely to respond to preservation measures. As a result, the Board of Health worked with 
the Conservation Commission and Planning Board to craft a series of regulations protecting the 
watersheds of these ponds. Pond Watershed Overlay Zoning Districts for these three ponds were 
accepted by Town Meeting in May and the Conservation Commission adopted watershed 
regulations for these ponds as well. 
Existing septic systems were identified as a major source of nutrient loading in our ponds 
and a decision was taken that upgrading of inadequately protective systems must be undertaken 
in order to assure the continuation of the existence of these ponds into the future. The Board of 
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Health passed septic system regulations for existing and new septic systems within 300 feet of 
and within the watersheds of Baldpate, Hoveys and Stiles Ponds. The regulations require regular 
inspection of existing systems and upgrades for failure. 


MULTI-BOARD AND MULTI-DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 


In addition to the Pond Overlay Study Committee the Board of Health worked with a 
number of other boards during the year on the following projects: 


Policies and Procedures - Health Agent and Health Board Chair worked with the Building 
Inspector and Selectmen Chair and Town Moderator to establish integrated procedures 
between the Health and Building Departments. 


Schools - Health Board worked with both the Boxford School Building Committee and 
Masco School Building Committee on their respective construction projects. 


1 Indoor Air lity - A Health Board Member joined the Indoor Air Quality 
Committee for Spofford Pond and Cole Schools. 


Johnson Field - The Board worked with the Selectmen to come up with a plan for a cost- 
effective repair for Johnson’s Field. 


Camp _Steppingstone - In conjunction with the Greater Lawrence Educational 
Collaborative, the Board of Selectmen and the Recreation Committee the old well and 
cesspool were replaced with a new drilled well and a composting toilet. 


WASTE 


On July 1, 1998 our landfill will close and all trash will be leaving Boxford for final 
disposal. During 1996 further studies were prepared and monitoring done of groundwater and 
gas surrounding Boxford’s active landfill. During 1997 the final closure plan and a post-closure 
trash disposal plan will be prepared. Spring and fall large-items disposal days were held at the 
landfill and the household hazardous waste collection was held at Masconomet in November in 
conjunction with Middleton and Topsfield. 


REGULATIONS 


A subdivision review regulation and septic system regulation changing testing periods 
were both considered and not passed. A Soil Removal Regulation was passed by the Board of 
Health and one subdivision filed for a soil removal permit. 


COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Much effort was expended on the part of the Board dealing with a proposed commercial 
establishment at 256 Georgetown Road. After months of negotiations the applicant finally 
submitted an approvable plan that was less than half the size of the original proposal and was 
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designed to the 1995 Title V Code instead of the 1978 Title V Code as the applicant had 
originally requested. Issues of water supply for this project are still pending and are being 
closely monitored by the Board of Health. 


The Board of Health meets on the second and fourth Wednesday at 7:30 PM at 200 
Washington Street in West Boxford. We invite you to attend and contribute to our meetings. 


Louise B. Kress, Chair 
Mark P. Mitsch, Vice-Chair 
James Dougherty 

Nancy A. Pearl 

Richard F. Taylor 
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Cash Balance - July 1, 


Receipts: 


Assessments: 
Boxford (80%) 
Wenham (20%) 

Interest Earned 


Total Receipts: 


Total Funds Available: 


Expenses: 


Director, Salary 
Treasurer, Salary 
Director, Travel 
Telephone 

Office Supplies 
Lab Fees 
Insurance, General 
Insurance, Health 
Retirement 
Equipment 
Training/Meetings 


Total Expenses: 


Cash Balance June 30, 


1995 


50,174.00 
12,543.00 


Budget 


39,000.00 
2,500.00 
2,400.00 

780.00 
700.00 
1,200.00 
2,800.00 
2,600.00 
9,937.00 
0.00 
800.00 


62,717.00 


1996 


B & W Health District 


Treasurer's Report 
1/95 through 6/30/96 


62;717900 
911.15 


63,628.15 


Actual 


39,042.00 
2,500.00 
2,400.00 

398.27 
626.25 
665.00 
3,413-281 
2,346.00 
16,086.00 
0.00 
T2700 


68,204.33 


$10 7325.7:3 


$63,628.15 
$73,953.88 


$68,204.33 


S$ 5,749.55 


This was the final year for the Boxford and Wenham Health District. 
Upon the close of the ensuing year, all funds not expended will be 


returned to the treasuries of the two member towns according to the 


prearranged closure agreement. 
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District Treasurer 


REPORT OF THE HEALTH AGENT 


The Board of Health office is located at 200 Washington Street, West Boxtord. The Secretary 
is available Mondays through Thursdays trom 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. The Health agent is 
available Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM and by 
appointment. The following is a summary of the Health Department staft’s 1996 annual work 
load totals: 


306 Septic System Plan Reviews 
8 Food Service Inspections 
10 Summer day Camp Inspections 
48 Septic Systems Repaired 
363 Septic System Installation Inspections 
345 Percolation Tests 
457 Soil Observation Holes 
102 Well Permits Issued 
17 Complaints Investigated 
47 Disposal Works Installers Licensed 


Respecttully submitted 
Allison C. Conboy, R.S., C.H.O. 
Health Agent 


203 


INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Bureau of Animal Health, requires that each town appoint 
an Inspector who shall make regular and thorough inspection of each premise on which there 
are domestic animals. Such inspections are necessary to insure humane and proper care of all 
livestock, and to guard against outbreaks of contagious disease. The 1995 inspections found 172 
horses, 31 ponies, 3 miniature horses, 3 donkeys, 23 goats, 54 sheep, 6 pigs (potbelly-pet), 8 
head of cattle, 1 fox, 2 llamas, and one large population of poultry (2400 birds at one farm). 
A total of 79 barns house livestock or poultry; of these 62 house horses. Stable licenses are 
required of all residents who keep horses on their property. 


Those licenses issued in 1988, and 1990 are due for renewal. Regulations and applications are 
available at the office of the Health Agent. 


Under Massachusetts State Law, all bites, whether caused by wild or domestic animals, must 
be reported to the Inspector of Animals. In 1995, 22 incidents involving human contact with 
domestic animals were reported. Ten day quarantines were completed without complication in 
all cases. Animal Inspectors are also required to investigate and issue quarantines in cases 
concerning possible rabies exposures to domestic animals. Forty one such cases were reported 
involving pet contact with a confirmed rabid animal., wounds of unknown origin, or exposure 
by proximity. All Quarantines were completed without incident. Owners keep all pets current 
on rabies vaccinations. It is very important for the safety of your pet and your family! 


Anyone with concerns about livestock health or welfare, or questions concerning rabies and 
quarantines, please contact me. 


Allison Hayes 
Inspector of Animals 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Department of Food and Agriculture 
Division of Animal Health 
100 Cambridge Street. Room 2103 
Boston, MA (2202 


SUMMARY SHEET 
Totals of the following statements are to be inserted by the Inspector of Animals upon 


completion of city/town inspection of all animals and returned with the inspection book to the 
above address by January 1, 1997. 


CATTLE: ADULT - 2 YEARS & OVER ADULT YOUNG 
Number of Beet Cattle 4 + 
Number of Dairy Calves none 

GOATS: ADULT - 1 YEAR & OVER ait 2 
SHEEP: ADULT - 1 YEAR & OVER SH 3 
SWINE: 

Number of pets 6 Pot Belly 

EQUINES: 

Number of Horses 170 2 
Number of mini horses 3 

Number of ponies 31 

Number of stables accessible to the public 7 Boarding 


and/or lessons 


No Horse rentals 


LLAMAS ») 
POULTRY: 

Number of chickens 2400 
FOX ] 
DONKEYS 5 


Allison Hayes, Inspector of Animals 
Town of Boxtord 
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MONTH (#) HOME 
January (4) $720,500. 


February (4) 750,000. 


March (6) 1,070,000. 
April (8) 1,555,000. 
May (13) 2,713,000. 
je _—(8) 1,683,000. 
July —_ (10) 2,060,400. 
August (5) 1,068,000. 


September (6) 1,408,000. 
October (11) 2,195,000. 
November (5) 1,370,000. 
December (5) 1,076,000. 


TOT. 


There were 366 building permits issued in 1996. Average cost for construction of new homes was 
$207,869.41. Fees collected for the year totalled $137,146.90. The above figures include 85 new 


(#) ADDITION (4) RENOVATION (#) SHED (4) GARAGE (#) 


(1) 


(17) 371,500. 


(4) 


(9) 4,532500. 


(9) 246,200. 


(3) 


(4) 22,500. 


(6) 148,000. 


(2) 80,500. 


(1) 18,000. 


85)17,668,900. (56)5,610,602. 


100,000. 


24,902. 


66,500. 


INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS 


(4) 
(7) 


(5) 


an 


34,730. 
78,800. 

39,800. (1) 2,600. 
27,000. (1) 400. 
68,900. (3) 6,500. 
142,900. (2) 10, 750. 
121,133. (2) 4,500. 
54,500. 

60,000. (1) _2,000. 
52,500. (2) 4,000. 
17,200. (2) 4,700. 
33,000. (1) 1,500. 
730,463. 15) 36,950. 


BARN (#) POOL 
(1) 25,000. 

(2) 28,450. 
(4) 57,700. 
(2) 15,000. 
(4) 32,500. 


(1) 16,000. 


(2) 32,000. 
(1) 18,000. 
(2) 22,000. 


2) 32,000. (1) 25,000. (16 


189.650. 


(#) 


Q) 
(1) 


(1) 
(1) 


(3) 
(2) 
(4) 


13 


WD STOVE (#) MISC 


0 
0 (1) 5,400. 
(2) 7,000. | 
ay 125 | 
0 (2) 8,000. 
0 
(2) 5,000 | 
0 (2) 7,500. | 
0 
0 @) o mi 
0 12) 33,025. | 


|| 
I 
i 


home construction permits, 186 other permits as listed and 95 foundation permits were also issued. 
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Respectfully submitted, 


Ken Ward 
Inspector of Buildings 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
200 Washington Street 
West Boxford, MA 
(508) 352-2435 


PLUMBING AND GAS INSPECTOR 


The Plumbing Inspector is the only person to call in for rough and final plumbing inspections. 
Plumbing Permit fees for 1996 totalled $14,845.00. 


178 plumbing permits issued Fees generated $10,805.00 
156 gas permits issued Fees generated $ 4,040.00 
William Crowell 


Plumbing Inspector 
Gas Inspector 


ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 


The Electrician is the only person to call in for service, rough and final inspections on electrical 
work. Electrical permit fees for 1996 totaled $22,170.27. There were 310 electrical permits 


issued in 1996. 


Ronald Hennessey 
Electrical Inspector 
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SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES 


The following locations were sealed during 1996: 


Location Address 
Masconomet Regional School Endicott Street 
Boxtord Gulf Elm Street 
Boxford Post Office Elm Sect 
Department of Public Works Spofford Road 
Village Store Main Street 
Ingaldsby Farm Washington Street 
Stone House Farm Washington Street 
Brown & Budnick Washington Street 


Funds turned over to the Treasurer $54.00 


Respecttully submitted, 


Harry MacGregor 
Sealer of Weights & Measures 
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Fee 
N/C 
$10.00 
N.C. 
NG 


4.00 


16.00 


8.00 


16.00 


NA CARE 
sTWORK, Inc. 


North Shore VNA Care Plus 
ng Nurse Associates WVNA Care Hospice 


ridge VNA VNA Care Management 
SS WYNA Care Plus, Inc. 


V.N.A. CARE PLUS, INC., 


an affiliate of 
VISITING NURSE ASSOCIATION OF NORTH SHORE, INC. 


Report on 


Boxford Elder Health Clinics 


for the 


BOXFORD BOARD OF HEALTH 


1996 ANNUAL REPORT 


Submitted by: 


Wellness Division 
VNA Care Plus, Inc./VNA North Shore 
5 Federal Street 
Danvers, MA 01923 


1-800-457-8999 ext. 285 


Len 
1100 High Street, Dedham, MA 02026 ¢ (617) 329-8603 ° (800) 563-8603 * Fax (617) 329-2244 
Y Affiliate Offices in Cambridge, Danvers, Gloucester, Haverhill, & Waltham 
209 
Joint Commission 


on Accreditation of Healthcare Digan zations 


Report to the 
BOXFORD BOARD OF HEALTH 
on services provided by: 


VNA Care Plus, Inc. 
(an affiliate of VNA North Shore, Inc.) 


1. Program Highlights 


ae Communicable Disease Follow-up. 
January 1- December 31, 1996 


Sh Immunization Program. 


4. Boxford Elder Health Clinic Update. 
Report from October 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996 
(Federal Funding Calendar goes October 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996) 


Clinic Attendance 

Referrals Made 

Health Screening/Education Programs 
Clinic Donations 

Needs Assessment/Satisfaction Survey 


ono sp 


5: Other Grant Programs Available to Boxford Residents through VNA Care Network. 
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BOXFORD ELDER HEALTH CLINICS 


Program Highlights 


In May of 1995, the V. N. A. Care Network was formed with the merger of V.N.A. North Shore, 
Cambridge V. N. A., and Visiting Nurse Associates and Affiliates (Dedham). This merger has 
had many benefits, including a wider availability of a broad range of clinical expertise and 
resources, and the pooling of information that assists in standardization of quality care across a 
broad geographical area (100 cities and towns from Southern New Hampshire to south of 
Boston). 


A detailed report of clinic activities at the Boxford sites is attached. Additionally, some 
Highlights of the Elder Health Clinic Program this year include: 
EH Use of Nationally Standardized Assessment/Screening Tools: 
-Began using the Nutrition Screening Initiative Tool at the clinic sites. 
-Continued use of the Nicotine Use Assessment Tool at clinic sites. 
@ Re-created the clinic flow sheets and admission assessment forms 


- A task force of clinic nurses from the Network worked on redesigning the clinic forms 
so that they have more of a preventative health focus. 


@ Clinical Resources and Expertise on Elder Health 


-Marge LeDuc, one of our elder clinic nurses, was invited to present at conference for 
physicians in Boston, on the Identification and Management of High Risk/Unfit 
Drivers. 


-Jennifer Nelson, HIV Coordinator, is working with a group formed by Diana Laskin 
Segal (co-author of Our Bodies, Ourselves Growing Older), to look at issues of 
HIV/AIDS and elders. 


-Jaimee Gutner, Manager of Adult Health Services for the Network, is available as a 


resource to the clinic programs. She had an extensive background in elder health, 
and sits on the National Association for Home Care, Adult Day Care Task Force. 
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BOXFORD BOARD OF HEALTH 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE FOLLOW-UP 
JANUARY-DECEMBER 1996 


January 


2 cases of Giardia 
1 case of Campylocbacter 
| case of Streptococcus/osteo 


February - none 
March 

2 cases of Lyme Disease 
1 case of Giardia 

1 case of Campylocbacter 
April - none 
May - none 
June - none 
July - none 
August - none 
September 

1 case of Campylobacter 
October 

1 case of Lyme Disease 
November 

1 case of Campylobacter 
December 

2 cases of Lyme Disease 


TOTAL: 12 cases followed 
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IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM 


Boxford Board of Health 


FALL 1996 

4 Flu Vaccines 415 doses 
given at Boxford Council on Aging 
November 6, 1996 

4 Pneumonia Vaccines 


provided on an as needed basis at our Danvers office location 


As part of the clinic program for the Boxford Board of Health, the VNA Care Plus/VNA North 
Shore does the following: 


4 prepares and submits all press releases to local newspapers and the Council on Aging 
Newsletter. 
4 designs and distributes flyers. 


4 orders and picks up the flu vaccine from the Regional DPH Office in Tewksbury. 


4 compiles data of numbers and ages of individuals receiving the vaccine and completes 
and submits reporting forms to the Department of Public Health. 


4 supplies syringes, and other vaccine administration supplies at no cost to the BOH. 
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Pear a 


V.N.A. Care Plus,Inc. 
Wellness Division 


an affiliate of V.N.A. North Shore, Inc. 


Boxford Elder Health Clinics 


These clinics are free and open to residents age 60 and over. Run by VNA Care Plus, Inc. 
community Health nurses, services include health assessments; blood pressure screening; 
weight, pulse, heart and lung monitoring; medication and diet discussion; and diabetes 
testing and screening. Appointments may be made by calling the VNA North Shore at (800) 
457-8999 ext. 231. The clinics are funded in part by the Executive Office of Elder Affairs, 
Elder Services of Merrimack Valley, Boxford Board of Health, client donations, and VNA 
North Shore funds. 


Clinic Schedule for Boxford 
Four Mile Village (title IIT)- Ist Thursday, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.- 
Four Mile Village (BOH) - 2nd Thursday, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.- 


West Boxford Congreg. | 
Church (title III) - 3rd Thursday, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. - 
*Boxford Senior Center (BOH)- 4th Thursday, 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. - 


*(quarterly, March, June, September, December, to be increased to monthly May 1997) 


ADVERTISEMENT OF BOXFORD ELDER HEALTH CLINICS 


The clinics are advertised on an on-going basis in: . i | 


Salem Evening News 

Tritown Transcript 

Lawrence Eagle Tribune 

Boston Globe, North Weekly Section 
Boxford Council on Aging Newsletter 
North Shore Weeklies Calendar : 
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Boxford Elder Health Clinic Attendance 
1996 


(October Through September 1996) 


# Clinic Visits 
ESMV - Title III 
Funded Clinics 
4-Mile Village 88 
West Boxford 89° 
TOTAL 177 
Boxford Board of Health 
Funded Clinics 
4-Mile Village 92 
Senior Center 29 
TOTAL 121 
GRAND TOTAL 298 
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REFERRALS MADE AT BOXFORD ELDER HEALTH CLINICS 


eos ee 8 ey ee SS SF 


October 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996 
(in order of frequency) | 


Eye Exams 
Physical Exams 
Bloodwork 
Mammogram 
PAP Smear 
Prostate 

*Wise Women 
Pneumovax 
Medical Alert 
Physical Therapy 
Dental 

Internal Exam 
Urologist 
Influenza shot 
Alcoholics Anony. 
Blood Pressure 
Dermatologist 
Exercise Program 
Gastroenterologist 
Hearing 
Neurologist 
Nutritionist 
Primary MD 
*Smoking Cessation 
Weight Loss 


=m NN WwW Ww 
ee ye ee a ee SS lees Bato rain = 


TOTAL 


N 
nN 
—l 


Additionally, the clinic nurse detected the following medical problems that warranted immediate 
physician referral and follow-up: 


eye hemorrhage ? phlebitis 
irregular heart beat ? skin cancer 
lump in abdomen fluid in armpit 


* V.N.A. Care Plus grant programs funded by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health: 


O Smoking Cessation- offers free individual or group counseling 
O“Wise Women” Program - covers the cost of mammograms and pelvic exams during 
Medicare “off” years. Women can use their private physicians. 
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HEALTH SCREENING / EDUCATION PROGRAMS 


+ Cholesterol Screening Clinic 
Boxford Council on Aging 14 
April 1996 

4 Blood Pressure Screening and Information rss 


Boxford Council on Aging 
National High Blood Pressure Month 
May 1996 


¢ Influenza Immunization Program 415 


CLINIC DONATIONS 


Boxford Elder Health Clinics 


A donation container and confidential envelopes are available at clinic sites for those wishing to 
make donations. In addition, a prominently displayed colored poster continues to enhance 
donations. Additionally, a letter describing the donation plan is available for all participants. No 
one is denied services if unable to contribute. 


We acknowledge in writing, all donations made by check. Donations are deposited immediately 
following each clinic, and individual clinic accounting records are kept designating all donations 


in support of the clinic where they were given. 


In funding year 1996 clinic donations averaged almost $25.00 per month with donations totaling 
$294.95. 


217 


BOXFORD ELDER HEALTH CLINICS 


NEEDS AS IDENTIFIED BY CLINIC PARTICIPANTS 


27 Boxford Elder health clinic participants responded to a Satisfaction Survey/ Needs 
Assessment in June 1996. The following summaries their responses: 


In response to "which health services are most helpful to you?", the top four in 1996 were 


very close to the top four identified in 1995: 


1996 
Monitoring Blood Pressure 100% 
Checking Weight 86% 
Discussing Health Concerns 64% 
Discussing Medications 53% 


1995 


96% 
83% 
57% 
61% 


When participants were asked how they would be affected if health clinic services were no 
longer available, a majority responded that their only health-related contact would be an 
annual physical with their M.D.. Other comments regarding what would happen if the clinics 


were no longer available included concerns about: 


cost- “no longer free check-ups” (at MD) 
travel- “would have to travel to distant clinics” 


information access- “wouldn’t know how to access information” 


When asked what they liked about the health clinics, responses included: 
“ discuss health concerns”, “ early detection”, “ keep on track”, “handy, local”, 
RN”, “positive in reducing BP”, “kept informed”, “ on-the-spot information”. 
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“concern of 


VNA CARE NETWORK 


Wellness Division 
Department of Public Health Grant Programs 


AVAILABLE TO BOXFORD RESIDENTS 


Wise Women Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program, funded by the 
Massachusetts DPH, provides free mammography and pelvic exams to uninsured or under- 
insured women over 40, and to women over 65 during Medicare “off years”. 


Call Jeannie LaPrise, R.N.- (508) 372-1285 ext. 523 
Smoking Cessation for Primary Care Sites provides free individual smoking cessation 
counseling for VNA North Shore patients on caseload, as well as group cessation 
programs for the community and worksites (Mass. DPH). 

Call Laura Beal, C.A.C..- (508) 372-1285 ext. 522 
Smoke Free Circles trains women of child-bearing age in the community to become peer 
leaders and run Tobacco Education programs out of their homes or other community 


locations (Mass. DPH). 


Call Linda Sanchez, B.A. - 1-800-457-8999 ext. 289 


HIV/AIDS education, case management, and homemaker respite services, funded by the 
Massachusetts DPH. 


Call Jennifer Nelson, R.N.. - 1-800-457-8999 ext. 233 
VNA North Shore is the lead agency for a consortium of providers of services to people 
with HIV disease (O.A.S.J.S.) under the Ryan White AIDS Services Grant. OASIS 
services include acupuncture, childcare, mental health counseling, massage, nutrition 
consultation and home-delivered meals, and an emergency fund. 

Call Barbara Preston, B.A., or Ursula Munro, R.N. - 1-800-457-8999 ext. 347 
A Look at Over the Counter Nicotine Patch and Gum Use, a smoking cessation 


research and demonstration project funded by the Massachusetts DPH.. 


Call Laura Beal, C.A.C..- (508) 372-1285 ext. 522 
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PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 
Conservation Commission 
Ipswich River Watershed District Advisory Board 
Planning Board | 


Zoning Board of Appeals 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


Although meetings were originally scheduled twice a month, your Conservation Commission held 
33 meetings in 1996. The increase in meetings was necessary to handle numerous responsibilities 
including applications of 31 Notices of Intent and 35 Requests for Determination of Applicability. 
This is 37 fewer applications than in 1995. The Commission issued permits consisting of 32 
Orders of Conditions, 31 Determinations of Applicability, 18 Certificates of Compliance, and 10 
Amended Orders of Conditions. Each of these required a public hearing or meeting. On the 
enforcement side, the Commission issued 7 Violation Notices, 7 Enforcement Orders, and 8 
Tickets. This is 16 more enforcement procedures than 1995. It is still the Commission’s policy 
to perform site visits on each Request for Determination, Notice of Intent, Certificate of 
Compliance, and informal request. An increase in applications and responsibilities is anticipated 
as a result of the newly enacted Rivers Protection Act and the Department of Environmental 
Protection’s recently issued Stormwater Management Policy. 


The hiring of an Administrator, Julie Parrino, in February greatly assisted the Commission during 
1996. Unfortunately, she resigned to take a position with a private company after nine months. 
We also were fortunate to quickly hire another Administrator, Warren Haas, in December. 


The Commission has been operating with only six members since July (i.e. there is one vacancy 
on the Commission). 


Commission members have taken informative/refresher courses during the past year to keep up 
with the latest changes in Mass. Dept. of Environmental Protection policies and regulations, 
especially the newly passed Rivers Protection Act and the recently issued Stormwater 
Management Policy. 


Management plans were developed for Cleaveland Forest and for Witch Hollow Farm. We have 
licensed the farm field for agricultural purposes. Management plans for Wildcat Forest and 
Chadwick field are being planned. The Commission signed a contract with Hancock Survey 
Associates, Inc. for surveying and preparing plans of Wildcat Forest and Nobody Swamp. Five 
of seven phases have been completed to date. The results will be used for development of the 


management plan. 


At May Town Meeting a ticketing system was added to the Boxford Wetlands Protection Bylaw. 
The Commission has started the process of updating/revising the Wetlands Bylaw and its 
Regulations, with review and advice by Special Counsel, Gregor McGregor of McGregor and 
Shea, who is well known in the State for his legal expertise in the field. 


Starting in December, our meetings have been recorded to be televised the following week by 
Continental Cablevision (Channel 3). Our thanks to Brad Sweet and his volunteers for manning 


the camera. Tapes of the meetings will be available for loan at the East Boxford library. 


A sincere thank you, once again, to Jane Coe, our long-standing (since August, 1986) minutes 
secretary, whose work has been outstanding. She is greatly appreciated, especially for her 
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patience in the difficult job of recording the events of our often lengthy meetings. 


Sincerely, 
Gerard Irmer, Chairman 


Peter Delaney, Vice-Chairman (Land Com.; Land Use and Mgmt. Plan) 

Linda Laderoute (Planning Board joint member; Land Use and Mgmt. Plan) 

Peter Neidhardt (Pond Watershed Overlay District Com.; Land Use and Mgmt. Plan) 

Harry Reifel (Ipswich River Watershed Assoc.) 

Faith Spath (for 1/2 year) (Land Use and Mgmt. Plan; Conservation Restriction Com.; Cleaveland 
Forest Mgmt. Plan Com.; Ad Hoc Com. for "Boxford Woods"; Witch Hollow Farm 
Mgmt. Plan Com.) 

Lana Spillman (Land Use and Mgmt. Plan; Conservation Restriction Com.; Witch Hollow Farm 
Mgmt. Plan Com.) 


Associate Member, Russell Hopping (Witch Hollow Farm Mgmt. Plan Com.) 
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IPSWICH RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT ADVISORY BOARD 


The Ipswich River Watershed District was established by the MA Legislature in 1966. The 
District is under the direction of a five member commission appointed by a larger Advisory 
Board made up of representatives of cities and towns along the Ipswich or having water 
rights to the River. The stated purpose of the Commission is to "investigate available water 
resources for the district and methods of preserving and increasing such resources". The 
five-member Commission that is elected from and by the Advisory Board was directed to 
meet at least four times a year; the Advisory Board was directed to meet twice a year. 


The current purpose of the Advisory Board meetings is to give water supply officials in the 
member communities a chance to exchange information on water supply activities, hear 
presentations by state or federal staff, or other invited technical experts, on various | 
regulations or issues that affect community water supplies, and discuss any water supply 
problems with other water supply professionals in the watershed. 


May 2, 1996 Advisory Board Meeting: 
¢ Representatives from the cities and towns reported on water supply related activities in 


their communities. 


¢ Duane LeVangie, MA DEP/OWM, Ipswich Team Leader, reported on MA DEP's 
Ipswich River Initiative, including the 5 year review of permits in the Ipswich Basin. His 
presentation also focused on streamflow issues and conservation measures that could be 
taken by communities during periods of low flow in the river. 


November 7, 1996 Advisory Board Meeting: ; 
¢ Representatives from cities and towns reported on water supply related activities in their 


communities. 


¢ Representatives from Metcalf & Eddy gave presentations on (1) calculating firm yield 
for surface water supplies, and (2) advantages of developing a hydrologic water 
management model for the Ipswich River Basin. The IRWDAB was supportive of such a 
scientific study. There was widespread agreement that we all need a good scientific basis 
from which to make rational management decisions for water resources in the Ipswich 
Basin. A future meeting was scheduled to discuss what models might be used, potential 
sources of funding, and what USGS and Corps of Eng. could contribute to a cooperative 
project with MA DEM or DEP. 


_e Bnuce Blanchard, Wenham Water Supply, reported on the activities of the Ipswich 
River Water Supply Task Force, and asked that other water suppliers communicate their 
concerns to him for the purpose of broader representation of issues. 


¢ Duane LeVangie, MA DEP, reported on water withdrawal permits and modifications 
which will involve low streamflow triggers: at 22 cfs, the Ipswich River Task force will 
circulate a notice of low flow conditions; at 9.6 cfs, notices will run in local papers asking 
for voluntary conservation measures. Water in the river will be allocated at the ‘94 
volumes through 1999; there will be no automatic increases; the withdrawal amounts 
allocated to communities will be re-evaluated in 1999. 


The IRWDAB usually meets twice a year, on the first Thursday of May and November, in 
the Lynnfield Town Hall, from 2-4 PM. 


Jennie Bridge 
Boxford Representative, Advisory Board 
Chairman, and IRWD Commissioner 
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BOARD OF APPEALS 


During the calendar year 1996 the Zoning Board of Appeals heard 21 new cases and the current 
status thereon is: 


14 Special Permits: 11 Granted, 1 Denied, 2 Pending 
6 Variances: 5 Withdrawn, 1 Denied 
1 Appeal: Withdrawn 


Nearly all cases before the Board of Appeals require two hearings due to the requirement that 
the Board not take action on any application without first receiving a recommendation thereon 
from the Planning Board. The normal practice is for parties to have a first hearing, then 
proceed to the Planning Board for its recommendation, then return to the Board of Appeals at 
the next meeting for a vote if all evidence has been received. This practice need not necessarily 
be followed and potential applicants with time constraints may go to the Planning Board before 
coming to the Board of Appeals. This latter course of action can save the applicant a month. 


All cases heard by the Board must be advertised twice in a newspaper of local circulation. Due 
to increased advertising costs, the Board of Appeals ha to request assistance from the Finance 
Committee in May 1996, prior to the expiration of Fiscal Year 1996. In order to avoid a repeat 
of this situation in 1997, the Board voted to raise the application fee to cover all advertising. 
However, we see advertising costs rising again and the Board is presently considering a new 
system under which the applicant will pay advertising costs directly, saving the necessity of a 
line item in the budget. In another cost saving attempt, the Board will shortly consider requiring 
applicants to pay for postage directly. 


1996 saw the end of an era with the death of long time member and Chairman Carlyle Thomas. 
We miss his wisdom and his wit. Rest in Peace, Carlyle. 


The Board added a new alternate member, Richard Tomczyk who filled the vacancy created 
when Robert Conroy moved trom alternate to full time member. Robert Clewell was elected 


Chairman and William Cargill, Vice Chairman. 


Robert H. Clewell, Chairman 
William R. Cargill, Vice Chairman 
Robert Conroy, Clerk 

Douglas Stuart, Alternate 

Stephen Kokkins, Alternate 
Richard Tomezyk Alternate 
MaryAnn Waz, Secretary 
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PLANNING BOARD 


New subdivision activity being relatively slow in 1996, the Planning Board was able to direct attention to 
completing the Master Plan and to finalizing an update to the Subdivision Rules and Regulations. 


SUBDIVISIONS 


The Planning Board received definitive submissions for three small subdivisions in 1996: Aldershot Estates 
(8 lots), Merriwood Farms (7 lots), and Wolcott Island (6 lots). A total of 21 lots were proposed, compared to 35 
in 1995. 


Seven subdivisions were approved: Baynes Hill (11 lots), Depot Road Modification (2 lots), Merriwood Farms 
(7 lots), Moody (1 lot), Walker Lane (3 lots), and Wolcott Island (6 lots), making a total of 30 new subdivision 
lots available for construction, compared to last year’s 21. 


In addition, a total of 14 new lots were created via the “Approval Not Required” process. These lots are not 
subdivisions, since they have frontage on already existing ways. We had two instances of lots being combined, 
resulting in a reduction of two buildable lots. The net ANR activity was 12 lots created, compared to last year’s 
18. . 


The total of new lots created during 1995 through subdivisions and ANRs was 42, compared to 39 in 1995. 
However, 85 building permits were issued for residential construction during the year, 70% over the historical 
average. The available number of buildable lots in Boxford was therefore reduced by 43 during 1996 (and by 9 in 
1995). 


MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE 


Under the guidance of the Planning Board, the Master Plan Committee continued to develop the revision to the 
1961 document authored by Charles Elliot. The Committee held a number of public meetings to collect 
information, including a televised session at the Cole School on June 12. Numerous changes were made based on 
input from these meetings. The final revision of the Boxford Master Plan was accepted by the Board on 
September 4. 


The Planning Board expressed its appreciation to the Master Plan Committee for their dedication and persistence 
which resulted in the production of a superior document incorporating the intent of the Town relative to its future 
development. Besides the three Planning Board members listed below, the following volunteers on the Committee 
contributed a considerable amount of time and effort during the year: Camilla Coolidge, Natasha Grigg, Gerald 
Johnston, and Jonathan Mooers. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


The Planning Board is required to make recommendations to the Zoning Board of Appeals regarding issues that 
come before that Board. In that capacity, the Board held several hearings relative to the re-activation of the 
shopping center on Georgetown Road. Extensive discussions at these well-attended hearings displayed a strong 
preference on the part of those attending not to increase the size or intensity of the proposed use relative to that 
originally contemplated. The Board made recommendations to the Zoning Board of Appeals 1) not to approve a 
decrease in the required provision for parking space which would have allowed expansion of the existing 
structures, and 2) not to approve the site plan since the development as proposed is inconsistent with the original 
intent approved by the Town. 
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The Board also conducted a number of hearings pursuant to the Scenic Roads Act and the Shade Tree Act. Since 
all of the roads in Boxford have been declared as scenic, any stone wall removal or tree cutting within the fifty foot 
road dedication is subject to a public hearing. This fact deserves to be more widely known, since this process is of 
great significance in maintaining the rural character of the Town. In order to retain the wooded appearance of our 
roads, it is common for the Board to recommend modifications to the plans submitted. 


ZONING BYLAW 


In cooperation with the Conservation Commission and the Board of Health, the Board recommended a change to 
the Zoning Bylaw establishing a Pond Watershed Overlay District. Many of the ponds in Boxford are under 
increasing pressure due to nitrogen and phosphorous loading related to development close to their banks. The 
bylaw change establishes additional setbacks for structures, sanitary systems, and activities which threaten the 
ponds. The bylaw was approved at the Annual Town Meeting in May. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


The Board continued to work on a comprehensive update to its Subdivision Rules and Regulations. A continued 
public hearing lasted much of the year, including a detailed review by our engineering consultants. On 

December 18, the Board approved the final version. The revised document was filed with the Registry of Deeds 
on December 23. | 


ORGANIZATION CHANGES 


David Trask resigned in April. We would like to thank him for his years of dedicated service on the Board. Tim 
Mansfield joined the Board following his election in May. Neil Olansky was appointed to the Board in June. 


Kurt B. Kaiser Chairman, Planning Board 
Representative, Capital Budgeting Committee 


Craig E. Falk Vice Chairman, Planning Board 
Member, Boxford Housing Partnership 
Member, Pond Overlay Implementation Committee 
Building Inspector Liaison 


Bob C. Gore Chairman, Master Plan Committee 
Representative, Zoning Board of Appeals 


Linda D. Laderoute Joint Member to Conservation Commission 
Alternate, Subdivision Committee 


Timothy Mansfield Subdivision Committee 
Master Plan Committee 


Ellen Nestervich Maynard Chairman, Subdivision Committee 
Representative, Land Acquisition Committee 


Neil S. Olansky Subdivision Committee 
Master Plan Committee 


David Trask Clerk, Planning Board 
(Resigned April 1) Subdivision Committee 
226 


COMMUNITY SERVICES 


Arts Council 
Boxford Bay Circuit Program Committee 
Computer Study Committee 
Council on Aging 
Cable TV Advisory Committee 
Boxford Historic Districts/Historical Commission 

Recreation Committee 
Recycling Committee 

Veterans’ Graves Officer 


Veterans’ Services 
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BOXFORD LOTTERY ARTS COUNCIL 


The intent of the Lottery Arts Council is to provide a supplement source of public funds to be 
used for the support and betterment of the Arts. 


Boxford will receive $3,150 from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for the fiscal year 1997. 
The deadline to apply for this money was October 16, 1996. The Massachusetts Cultural 
Council is responsible for establishing the guidelines for the use of funds and determining if 
allocations for funds comply with these guidelines. 


Tle Massachusetts Cultural Council has been in a continual state of reorganization in order to 
simplify the application process and make the program more flexible. One significant change 
has been the establishment of a state-wide application deadline. This common deadline 
eliminates confusion for those applying for funding and actual makes it easier tor neighboring 
communities to work together. The changing of the deadline to October should give applicants 
the opportunity to develop cultural programs in the early fall, after they are aware of their 
budgets for the year. 


Grants approved in 1996 were: 


Boxford Library Tony Toledoss «cc f06 dic 2s ~ -\s 5 Gib oe $320 
Boxford ETO Native American Perspectives s:2:.9s . |... 2 ee ee 395 
Boxford PTO Book Making ........61....6. 0. 00 100 
Council on Aging ... >... ...0tien,.Pitgoe. ge 300 

450 


Masconomet Art Festival’ 0) 2)...00 0 29 DA 
Masconomet Foreign Language Dept. -....... .. . >.) 2 400 


NorthShore. Youth Symphony .”. 2.20. 2° 2"s03 382 
Masconomet The’ Yellow Dress 22"). 2-0 . 20.0.5 S720 300 
Masconomet Jr. High Snow Queen . . 20... 02. 88 
Spotford Pond School Music Dept. 0.0. 0) 2 2 2 200 

100 


Masconomet Jr. High Tsongas Industrial Center. .................--. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Kathryn M. Milnes, Chairman 
Arts Council 
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BOXFORD BAY CIRCUIT PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


The Boxford Bay Circuit Program Committee meets at the Boxford Community Center every 
month. The dates of the meetings are posted with the Town Clerk and on the calendar at the 
Council on Aging office. The public is invited to participate. 


The annual Bay Circuit Trek was held on the first weekend in June, 1996, as part of National | 
Trails Day Celebration. Five and a half miles of Bay Circuit trail wind through Boxford trom 
northeast to southwest. The committee invites all Boxford residents to join these annual treks. 


The Guide Book to the Bay Circuit trail in and around Boxford is being revised. A number of 
trail relocation’s recent open space acquisitions and the printing of the Ipswich Bay Circuit 
Guide Book have prompted this update. Also the supplies of the guide book have dwindled and 
a reprinting is necessary. The committee plans to have the revised guide book available by early 
summer of 1997. The first three sections, two Willowdale State Forest parcels and Georgetown- 
Rowley State Forest, are now covered by the Ipswich guide book. The Boxford guide book wil! 
add a section for the Cleaveland Farm State Forest, off Rowley Road and abutting Willowdale 


State Forest. 


In November, 1996, Alan French, director of the Bay Circuit Alliance contacted the northern 
_tier of Bay Circuit town trail committees with the idea of sponsoring the first Ultra Marathon 

of 50 miles on the Bay Circuit on Sunday, June 8, 1997, during National Trails Day weekend. 
Seven Bay Circuit trail committees responded enthusiastically. Organizational meetings will be 
held in the winter and spring of 1997, hosted by the Boxford Bay Circuit Program Committee 
at the Boxford Community Center. The committee members hope this 50 mile run, with the 
halfway point in the Boxford Village Historic District, will kindle interest in the Bay Circuit. 


The goal of the Bay Circuit is to have a protected greenway of open spaces around Boston from 
Plum Island and Crane’s Beach to Duxbury. Several parcels which currently provide a 
greenway in Boxford, are in need of preservation for the future or else they will be lost to 
development. The Town of Boxford can held preserve these open spaces. The Lockwood torest 
is available for preservation and provides 1.7 miles of the Bay Circuit trail. 


The Bay Circuit Alliance is made up of individuals and organizations including this committee. 
Nancy Merrill is a member of the Board of Directors and the Executive Board of the Bay Circuit 


Alliance. 


When the Bay Circuit Guide to walks in and Around Boxford has been updated and reprinted, 
it will again be for sale at the West Boxford Village Store, the Community Store and the Town 


Hall. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Merrill Beverly Ingalls 


Alexander Gillman Mel Prohl 
Andrew Plucinski 
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COMPUTER STUDY COMMITTEE 


The Computer Study Committee is fortunate to have members with extensive computer 
experience and great breadth of computer and software knowledge. On September 9, 
1996, Ray Harrold was elected Chairman. Many thanks go to Interim Chairman, Charles 
Laderoute, for his tireless efforts working with town committees, boards, and commis- 
sions, on behalf of the Computer Study Committee. 


Since the Committee does not meet on a regular basis, a different procedure was devised, 
so that minutes could be published soon after a meeting is held. The Clerk will distribute 
minutes to committee members within 7-10 days following a meeting. After any revisions, 
the minutes will be filed with the Board of Selectmen. 


Considerable effort has been expended at Committee meetings, as well as by Committee 
members, on new hardware for the new Treasurer/Tax Collector/Assessor software. 
While processing could be made faster, all work is handled satisfactorily. The specifica- 
tions for the new software have not been finalized, so new computer hardware cannot be 
recommended. The Committee will continue work on this project in 1997, when more 
information becomes available. 


Formally, the Committee designed and proposed an interim policy for the disposition of 
town computer property. Of primary concern was the security of town information. Also, 
the Computer Study Committee will assist in determining if the “value” of computer 
property is less or greater than $500. 


Informally, members of the Committee have assisted the Planning Board Secretary, the 
Board of Health Chair, the interim Building Inspector, and others. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Raymond W. Harrold, Chairman 
Peter G. Clark 

Charles D. Laderoute 

Russell A. Larson 

David Manzi 


230 


COUNCIL ON AGING 


Once again it’s time for the annual report from the C.O.A. Last year we spoke about people 
who have Alzheimer Disease. We have already lost some of those people this year and more 
and more are being diagnosed with this awful disease. The Council is using several local 
agencies to help us and we will be offering a seminar this year to help people become more 
aware of this disease, especially for the caregivers. Keeping seniors in their own homes is the 
best source of medicine to keep them happy in their own surroundings. 


MEALS ON WHEELS 


Meals on Wheels is still going strong. Providing home-bound seniors with a real nice hot meal 
for only $1.25 is one of the best programs we offer. The Council is so grateful to our 
volunteers who give of themselves and their time. We need more volunteers, too. If you are 
able, call the Council on Aging Office at 887-3591. It will make you feel wondertul! 


LUNCHES 


We are also serving lunches to seniors every Tuesday and Thursday at the Senior Center. Our 
lunch program is open to all. Cost per meal is $1.25. 


CLINIC 


We continue to offer clinics with the Visiting Nurses Association of the North Shore as well as 
with local doctors, etc. Sometime this year, we will begin having a clinic at our center every 
month. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Our NEET Program continues to provide rides for seniors to hospitals, doctors, shopping, etc. 
Volunteers do this also. We need more people to drive. Why not donate some of your time? 
You will feel great about yourself! 


ELDER SERVICES OF THE MERRIMAC VALLEY 
For our share ($196), we receive almost $30,000 worth of services to support trail elders in 


their own homes. The legal clinic has been very helpful to seniors and sends us a by-line for 
our bulletin. Several clients have used their lawyers with great satisfaction. 
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DIRECTOR, COUNCIL ON AGING 


Even though she works only 20 hours per week now, she is still the liaison for Boxford seniors 
and the services that are available to them. She keeps in touch with most seniors by phone and 
also with other directors and state and federal officials. She is very proud of the work that is 
done for the seniors and for the Town of Boxford. 


Marie Cody, Director 
Judith F. Carr, Chairman 
Jean W. Buell 

Kathie A. Canonica 

Lula Gould 

Lawrence Holt 

Milton W. Knauer 

Jane Langton 


Compliments of Historic Document Center - Town Hall & Common (now Community Ctr.) 
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CABLE TV ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


This year has been an active one for the cable industry and our local experience has been just 
as dynamic. 


The committee has been active in various issues - not the least of which was the sale of 
Continental Cablevision to US West. The committee participated in meetings and sought to 
assure positive service on levels at least equivalent to that experienced during the first six 
years of the current license. Our concerns focused on the commitment and ability of 

US West to continue to focus the experience and expertise on our system that Continental 
had provided to date. Additionally we presented our concerns for technological upgrades 
through growth and system expansion - such as networking and telephony. 


Next year will bring Boxford half way into the current 15 year license. By the original 
agreement, our system will have $25,000. available from Continental for studio and portable 
video production equipment and space renovations at Masconomet Regional Jr. and Sr. High 
school for local programming use by the Town. 


‘Boxford’s cable system has enjoyed substantial contribution from many volunteers and their 
efforts have materially enhanced the quality of our local programs. Local training, for Boxford 
residents, continues to be free and available in the technical and conceptual skills of television 
production. 


CABLE TV ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Leonard S. Rose, Chairman 


Joseph Cameron 
Nathaniel S. Coolidge 
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HISTORIC DISTRICTS/HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


Local historic districts have three major purposes as state in G.L. c. 40C: 


¢ to preserve and protect the distinctive characteristics of buildings and places 
significant in the history of the Commonwealth and its cities and towns; 
# to maintain and improve the settings of these buildings and places; 
# to encourage new designs compatible with existing buildings in the district. 


Our districts are Boxford Village and Howe Village which is on the east side of Route 
97. The name Howe Village came from the Howe family, who were in the shoe 
manufacturing business. The Boxford Village district is the most vulnerable at this point 
in time. There is a lot of available land in BVHD as some of the residents have died and 
their descendants wish to divest themselves of this land. 


The HDHC meets monthly, on the fourth Wednesday at 7:30 PM. in the Community 
Center to hear and act on requests for certificates of appropriateness from residents. | 
Certificates are necessary for any change to a property that 1s visible from a public way. 
Changes that are not visible only require an application for a Certificate of Non- . 
Applicability, but does not require a hearing. All meetings are open to the public, 
we encourage all to attend. This year we acted on 19 Certificates of Appropriateness 
and 17 Certificates of Non-Applicability. 


The commission has continued to encourage Brenda Stickney on her work on 

the “Little Red Schoolhouse.” The School Committee has given their approval to be 
nominated for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. Brenda continues 
to illicit funds for the renovation of the Schoolhouse. The Palmer School or as it is 
known, “The Little Red Schoolhouse” is the last one-room schoolhouse in Boxford. 


The Commission was deeply saddened by the untimely resignation and, later, death 
of one of its most loyal members, Cortland Bacall. Mr. Bacall served with quiet 
distinction as the representative of the Boxford Historical Society’s Board, and his 
well-considered advice is truly missed by the HDHC. 


The Historical Society nominated board member, Valerie Vitale to fill the vacancy 
created by the Bacall resignation. That nomination was presented to the Selectmen 
by the HDHC. The Selectmen put Richard Ulman into this vacancy, which leaves the 
Historical Society with no board member on the HDHC at this time. 

We encourage all residents, but more urgently, those residents of the Districts to 
attend the meetings at the Community Center. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Virginia A. Havey, Chairman, 

Howe Village 
Wendy Perkins, Clerk, Realtor 
Rodney Burnett, Architect 
Nancy Merrill, Alt. Boxford Village 
James Sterio, Alt. Attorney 


Susan Peterson, Vice Chairman, 
Boxford Village 
Dick Ulman, Historical Society 
Valerie Vitale, Boxford Historical 
Society liaison. 


Compliments of Historic Document Center - 


Nelson Barn, Middleton Road 
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RECREATION COMMITTEE 


The Recreation Committee is an appointed committee of six individuals who are assigned the 
task of maintaining, planning and building the recreational field in the Town. The Recreation 
Committee is also responsible for the organization of the Fourth of July Parage, the management 
of Camp Sacajawea on Stiles Pond. The Recreation Committee is involved with the Boxford 
Trails Association to help maintain the trail systems in Boxford. 


During the 1997 fiscal year, the Recreation Committee has been involved with some extensive 
building projects. 


(1) The Boy Scout Park Baseball Field was reseeded and a new irrigation system was 
installed. 


(2) A new Baseball Field was planned for the Cole School. 
(3) | A new well and sanitation system has been completed tor Camp Sacajawea. 


The fiscal 1998 year will be an equally active year for the Recreation Committee. A 
comprehensive field maintenance program has been formulated. Further work is planned for 
the second new field at the Landfill 


Robert H. Bisceglia, Chairman 
Nancy Merrill 

Lari Hamel-Wolz 

John Rowen 

Peter Silverman 

Prescott Smith 

Carol Buccieri 
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RECYCLING COMMITTEE 


Our comprehensive Recycling Program in Boxford continues to flourish. In 1996 
our town received an ‘A’ grade from DEP for recycling 34% of our trash. In July 
our drop-off collection expanded to include Nickel-Cadmium rechargeable 
batteries. The charts on the following pages show what items can be recycled, 
how to prepare them, whether they are collected at the curb or at the Drop-Off 
Center and any fees. 


There is no direct cost to residents for the curbside collection of recyclables; this 
expense is covered by the trash sticker fee. However, there is a charge for 
some of the items at the Drop-Off Center, 15 Spofford Road. Checks made out 
to the Town of Boxford as well as pre-bought $5 recycling tickets can now be 
accepted weekly at the Drop-Off Center, but NO cash can be accepted by the 
recycling attendant. 


Cooperative, successful continuing events this past year included April Earth 
Day celebrations in conjunction with the Garden Club; the sale of compost bins 
through a grant from DEP to Essex County where we sold our consignment of 80 
bins at the subsidized cost of $20 per bin; our tenth annual household 
‘hazardous waste collection day with the towns of Topsfield and Middleton in 
November. 


The “Take It or Leave It’ Shed is still on hold until the new site for the Recycling 
Drop-Off Center is made ready. We are hoping for a summer 1997 opening of 
the shed at the close-by relocation of the Recycling Drop-Off Center. 


Volunteers are the lifeblood of our town and the Recycling Committee is 
extremely gratified by the volunteer efforts of the Environmental Club members 
at Masconomet High School, town board and committee members who helped 
out on Large Item Days; neighborhood groups, Scout troops, families and 
individuals who picked up litter and recyclables from roadways on Earth Day.; 
and community residents and League of Women Voters members who helped 
out on Household Hazardous Waste Day. 


Our thanks, again, to the League of Women Voiers for sponsoring E-CALL, the 
24 hour ecology hotline that gives residents who call 1-800-800-6881 the how, 


what, when and where of recycling for our town. 
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Please find below the total amount of materials recycled in Boxford during 1996: 


MATERIALS TONS . 

Mixed Paper 447 

Commingled 295 

(Plastics #1, #2, #5, #6; Glass: Aluminum cans; Tin cans) 

TOTAL CURBSIDE 742 

Corrugated Cardboard 45 

Scrap Metal 34 

#6 PS Foam Plastics 1 

Tires 1 

Auto Batteries 1 

Motor Oil 8 

Textiles 3 

*Construction/Demolition 82 

TOTAL DROP-OFF AZZ 

Other: 
Lead Neck Sleeves 10 Ib. 
Salvation Army Bins emptied 108 times 

Compost 252 

Combined Tons Diverted 1084 


Total Curbside + Total Drop-Off Recyclables + Compost - Construction= 
Combined Tons Diverted 


Estimated Disposed Trash 2091 
Estimated Diversion Rate 34% 


* DEP does not credit C/D towards recycling rate. 
* DEP will credit leaves & yard waste composting as we do not accept either for 
disposal. 


Karen Sheridan, chair 
Teri Allen 

Joanna Daniel 
Lorraine Ott 

Nancy Woolford 
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Drop-Off Center Recycling 
Located at entrance to landfill, 1S Spofford Road Checks Only, made payable to 
No Cash Accepted Open Saturdays from 8:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. Town of Boxford _ 
Plastic Styrofoam packing, foam cups, | Rinse clean. Any item NOT marked 
Polystyrene trays, clam shells, marked PS #6 PS #6. No small packing 
“peanuts.” 


Metal Appliances 
Large Appliances 
*Fee $10 


No TVs, wood, cement, 
tires, plastic parts. 


Washers, dryers, stoves Doors off. 
Refrigerators, freezers, air 

conditioners, dehumidifiers 
Pipes, wire, cast iron, mixed 
heavy metals, light iron, scrap 
aluminum 


Place in metal bin. No closed containers. 
Containers must be 
empty & free of 


residue. 


Scrap Metal 
*Fee $10 
No fee for small items. 


Batteries 
Motor Vehicle 


No alkaline household 
batteries. 


Car, truck, motorcycle, open Place on pallet. 


cell 


Place in marked 
container. 


Small buttons used in watches, 
hearing aids, pacemakers, 
cameras 


Button 


Place in marked 
container. 


Ni-Cd Rechargeable Power tools, computers, 


camcorders 
Toys 
Small appliances 
Household items 


No soiled, torn, broken, 
unusable, or items too 
big to fit in bins. 


Clean, reusable. 
Boxed or bagged, 
must fit in 
container. 


Tires 


C&D Wood, lumber, doors, windows, | Place in marked bin. 
Construction&Demolition | plate glass, mirrors, plaster, 
Debris plumbing fixtures, tiles-ceramic, 
Wood . linoleum, shingles, cabinetry, 
*Fee based on volume brush 
Corrugated Cardboard Heavy cardboard, usually brown 
with ridged layer sandwiched 
between two flat sheets 


Salvation Army Items 
Large item pick-up, call 
(617) 231-0803 


No bricks, mortar, 
cement, blocks, stones, 
rubble, hazardous 
wastes: lead, asbestos, 
toxic chemicals. 
No cereal or gift boxes, 
frozen food boxes, milk 
or juice boxes, other 
types of cardboard. 
No gasoline, anti-freeze, 
brake fluid, PCBs, etc. 
Anything other than 
what is specifically 
allowed. 
No oil-soaked or wet 
items, rugs, carpet, 
pillows. 


Must be flattened. 


Keep dry. 


Crank case oil, diesel oil, Capped containers. 


transmission fluid 


Waste Motor Oil 
Ist & 3rd Saturdays Only 


Clean, dry, securely 
bagged. 


Clothes, Blankets, shoes, sheets, 
belts, pocketbooks, stuffed 
animals 


Textiles 
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CURBSIDE RECYCLING 


Identifying and Preparing Recyclables 


Here is a chart to get you started on sorting recyclables properly so they can be processed and made into 
something new. 


MATERIAL WHAT TO RECYCLE PREPARATION DO NOT INCLUDE 


No broken glass, dishes, 
ceramics, murrors, plate 
glass, light bulbs, etc. 

metallic coverings. 


Rinse clean; remove 
metal or plastic rings 
& corks. O.K. to leave 
paper labels on. 


Bottles and jars that have 
been used for food or drink. 


PLASTIC Only rigid containers marked | Rinse clean, remove No plastic lids & bands. 


7% iay #] - PETE, #2 - HDPE, metal or plastic caps No item that is not 
CAN TAN) 45-pp, or #6- Ps and rings. marked HDPE, PETE, 
PETE HDPE PP oF PS, 


No foam #6 PS cups, 
trays, clam shells or 
packing. 


fy fy 
CS C8) 


No bottle/jar lids, pie 
plates, foil, cans with 
paper or plastic parts. 


Only pure aluminum Rinse clean. 


cans. 


Rinse & remove labels. | No cans with paper parts 
(Remove top and bottom] in them, paint cans, 

if you want to flatten automotive product cans, 
them for easier storage.) | or scrap metal. 


Steel or tin & mixed 
metal tin cans. 


No corrugated cardboard, 
waxed/coated paper. 
No plastic bags. 


Put into paper bags. 
Remove cereal box liners 


Newspapers, brown 
paper bags, magazines, 
catalogs, NYNEX phone 
books, junk mail, paperboard 
(i.e., cereal & tissue boxes) 


Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do without. 
New England Proverb 


These items can only be recycled at curb-side, NOT drop-off. 
The reverse holds true for the drop-off items, only drop-off NOT curb-side. 


(over) 8/95 
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FEE SCHEDULE FOR DROP-OFF RECYCLING ITEMS 


Payment: Recycling tickets cost $5.00 each and are available for sale at the Treasurer's 
office, Boxford Town Hall, 28 Middleton Road, Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. The Recycling Attendant is not allowed to accept cash, but checks made out to The Town of 
Boxford are acceptable at the Drop-Off Recycling Center, 15 Spofford Road. 


Fees for Wood and Construction Waste 
Fees will be charged based on volume brought to the Recycling Center for disposal. Fees are 
based on the size and type of vehicle or container used to haul the waste. 


32 gallon barrel level filled $ 5.00 1 ticket 

Sedan car trunk $15.00 3. tickets 
Cubic Yard measured on site $25.00 5 tickets 
Station Wagon $50.00 10 tickets 
Small ton pickup truck $70.00 14 tickets 
Minivan $70.00 14 tickets 
Full size pickup truck $95.00 19 tickets 


No larger vehicle may be used. 


Acceptable C&D Wastes for Recycling 
The following wastes will be accepted for C&D Recycling: 


Wocd, lumber, used and scrap (may contain nails); doors; windows, and plate glass, 
mirrors; window frames with or without glass — wood, aluminum; plaster; gypsum; sheet rock 
(used and scrap); blue board; piping (plastic, copper); plumbing fixtures — cast iron, stainless steel, 
fiberglass, ceramic; ceramic tiles; linoleum sheets and tiles; pressure treated wood; painted or 
finished wood; roofing shingles; plastic tarps; wood furniture; wood cabinetry; laminate counter 
tops; brush. 


Prohibited Wastes 
The following wastes will not be accepted for C&D recycling: 


Bricks and mortar, cement blocks, stones and rubble; hazardous wastes; asbestos, lead, 
and toxic chemicals. 


Fees for Large Appliances/Metal Items 
Fee of $10.00 (2 tickets) for the following: 


Washers, dryers, dish washers, stoves, ovens, gas grills, hot water tanks, lawn mowers, 
steel bed frames, radiators, cast iron sinks and tubs, snow blowers, tillers, aluminum truck caps 


without fiberglass. 
Refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, dehumidifiers. 


Fees for Tires 
Fee of $2.50 for one car or small truck tire. 
No charge for up to 8 bicycle or lawn mower tires. 
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VETERAN’S GRAVE OFFICER 


This year the cemeteries were decorated about one week before Memorial Day and the flags 
were picked up after the Fourth of July. This makes the mowing of lawns easier for 
maintenance of the cemeteries. Veterans’ graves were all in good condition this year and we]! 
cared for. 


We are constantly looking for veterans’ graves that have been overlooked in the past. If anyone 
knows of such a grave, it would be appreciated if you would give me a call at (508) 373-5165. 


This year, the count of flags placed on Veterans’ graves was: 


eBoxford Villager. 2.56% accep whee demanded «ks Peecedes Gn ed tee 67 
© BroOKsideé..225... 2 oaks Si ae. da piicied a. <a Secreted tea eee 57 
@ Harmony =. = de. epee oe wai eile MWY oe veces ods sles teendap Renee «rots eater er rr 
@ Mount Vernon ines we sieges. esse semen oon o2'0008$ > 504g ieee ae setae a 65 


Kenneth H. Chadwick 
Veterans’ Graves Officer 


Compliments of Historic Document Center - J. Tyler Barker Monument 
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VETERANS’ SERVICES 
NORTH ANDOVER-BOXFORD DISTRICT 


No expenditures were made by the Veterans’ Service Department during 1996. 


In 1946, Chapter 115 of the General Laws was passed by the General Court creating a 
Massachusetts Veterans’ Services Department and called for the establishment in every city, 
town, or district a Department of Veterans’ Services. 


In 1947, the Selectmen of the Towns of North Andover and Boxford voted to form a district and 
appointed a District Director of Veterans’ Services to carry out the provisions of Chapter 115 
of the General Laws. The general purpose of the District Director of Veterans’ Services is the 
administration of the Veterans’ Benefits Program to provide the utmost possible assistance to 
veterans and/or their dependents in time of distress or hardship. While the department is not 
PUBLICIZED in either community, I would like to take this opportunity, as a full-time director, 
to announce my office hours. ; 


(508) 682-6378 

North Andover Town Hall Boxford Town Hall 
Mon.-Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM (508) 887-8181 
Home: (508) 683-4257 

Home:(508) 683-4257 


SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE STATE FOR VETERANS, WIDOWS OF VETERANS 
AND THEIR DEPENDENT CHILDREN BY THIS OFFICE: 


Financial Assistance Medical Services 
Educational Benefits Death Benefits 
Property Tax Exemptions Veterans Bonus 
Civil Service Employment Housing Programs 


Motor Vehicle Plates-Veteran-P.O.W. & Pearl Harbor 


ALSO, ASSISTANCE PROVIDED THROUGH THE FEDERAL V.A. ADMINISTRATION 
FROM THIS OFFICE: 
Obtaining and maintaining copies of discharges 

Information on V.A. Home Loans 

Insurance Programs 

Applications for Services at V.A. Hospitals and Clinics 

Applications for Widows Pensions 

All of these programs are subject to eligibility according to State and Federal Guidelines. 


Richard E. LaHaye 
District Director 
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INDEPENDENT SERVICES 
for the | 
TOWN OF BOXFORD | 


(H.A.W.C.) 
Help for Abused Women and Thier Children 


Historic Document Center 


Tri-Town Council on Youth and Family Services, Inc. 
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Pl We tr Children 


27 Congress Street Fax: (508) 745-6886 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970 24 Hour Hotline: (508) 744-6841 
Telephone: (508) 744-8552 In Gloucester: 281-1135 


Demand for HAWC’s Services Quadruples 
Since Start of the Decade 


elp for Abused Women and their Children, known by the 
Hoenn HAWC, was established in 1979 and first provided 

shelter for abused women through a network of safe homes. 
In 1985, HAWC purchased a 19th century home in Salem where we can 
shelter up to six women and 10 children at a time. HAWC is the only agency 
providing comprehensive services to battered women in 23 North Shore 
communities, from Saugus to Gloucester. 


HAWC has a philosophy of self-help. We believe that battered women are 
caught in a crisis situation caused by long-standing societal patterns of 
oppression against women. HAWC offers battered women and their children 
shelter, support and practical information about their options and 
opportunities to interact with others who understand their situation. 
HAWC's goal is to enable women to make independent and informed 
decisions about their futures. 


In 1996, 9,000 women turned to HAWC for help and received it free of charge. 
This was quadruple the number of women HAWC served at the beginning of 
the decade. HAWC's services included: a 24-hour hotline ° emergency 
shelter © individual counseling ¢ support groups ¢ and legal advocacy. In 
addition, HAWC worked to stem the tide of violence through community 
outreach and education, including our acclaimed Teen REACH Program 
which works to prevent teen dating violence. 


Out of the 9,000 women HAWC served, 58 were from Boxford, more than 
double the number of Boxford women that we assisted in 1994. These services 


were provided free of charge. 
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BOXFORD HISTORIC DOCUMENT CENTER 


The Boxford Historic Document Center celebrated its twentieth anniversary in 1996. 
Established by the Boxford Bicentennial Commission, the Document Center is an 
enduring legacy of the celebration of the Bicentennial of the American Revolution in 
1976. It is run under the auspices of the Ingalls Memorial Library Association. 


Two hundred, eleven people visited the BHDC in 1996 for research or to look at exhibits; 
many others viewed the doll collection housed in the Doll House. We also answered 
mail and telephone requests. Researchers use family papers, books, maps, photographs, 
and microfilm of newspapers and town records to study aspects of Boxford’s history, 
often tracing a particular family or house. Much of the collection, especially family 
papers, comes to the Document Center as gifts. When possible, we buy additional 
reference materials to augment the collection. 


The Document Center relies on a volunteer staff to assist the archivist, helping with 
reference work and organizing and cataloguing collections of papers. This year our 
volunteers included Lu Gould and Dorothy Woodbury. We are always interested in 
having additional volunteers. 


To celebrate our twentieth anniversary and to encourage interest in the Document Center, 
we held an Open House on September 29, featuring a new exhibit on Boxford’s industrial 
past. We also had a table at the Apple Festival. We have continued the series of 
“Mystery Photos” in the local newspaper, hoping to engage people’s curiosity in the 
history of their town, and also to identify some unknown photographs. Charles Nichols’ 
new book on the Boston Post Cane is available at the BHDC; copies of it may be ordered. 


The Boxford Historic Document Center is open for researchers and visitors on 
Wednesdays, 9 to 4, and evenings from 7:30 to 9:30. We are also open the first two 
Saturdays of each month, 10 until 3. Special appointments may be made with the 
archivist if these hours are not convenient, or if groups would like a tour. There are 
several exhibits for visitors to enjoy, and a large scale model of the town as it appeared in 
1776. Books about Boxford’s history and houses are available for sale, along with 
sweatshirts and T-shirts printed with the town seal. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Martha Clark 
Archivist 
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TRI-TOWN COUNCIL ON YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES, Inc. 


The Tri-Town Council on Youth and Family Services is Boxford’s local non-profit human services 
agency. This grassroots organization was founded by tri-town residents in 1972 to address concerns about 
drug and alcohol abuse by area youth. Boxford. Middleton and Topsfield residents have generously 
supported the Tri-Town Council since its inception 25 years ago. 


Today, our mission remains closely tied to youth and families. Our services, which are broadly 
categorized as PREVENTION, INTERVENTION and COMMUNITY BUILDING. have expanded from 
substance abuse to other social concerns such as domestic violence, teen dating violence. prejudice, health 
and wellness, parenting, employee assistance programs and health-related technology. We are also a 
central clearinghouse for resource information and referrals. 


Our goal is to be responsive to community needs. Agency by-laws ensure close representation of the 
tni-town communities’ interests by mandating that our Board of Directors be comprised of at least four 
volunteer representatives from each of the three towns. Boxford currently has six representatives on the 
Board: Nancy MacDonald (Board President), Jane Langton, Rick Marechal, Elisabeth Meyer, Guy 
Simmons and our student representative from the Sophomore class at Masconomet, Caitlin Carey. 


The Council’s major PREVENTION activities over the past year included: 

e The substance-free Post-Prom Party (90+ students attended!): 

e The All Night Graduation Party (85% senior class attendance!), 

e a Peer Education program for Masconomet Regional High School (40 student participants, junior 
and senior high); 

e Sponsoring the HORIZONS program, a very popular after-school enrichment program for 
elementary school children (over 300 Boxford student participants in FY ‘97); 

e Sponsoring the CARE committee, a Boxford based group which raises money for Sponsor-a-Family 
program and Santa’s Helper program; 

e Presentations to all Masconomet students, in conjunction with the Health curriculum, on topics 
including dating violence, anger management, substance abuse/ drinking and driving, HIV/AIDS and 
other STDs, healthy relationships, etc. 

e S.T.E.P. (Systematic Training for Effective Parenting), an eight week course on parenting offered by 
Joan Wing, LICSW in Boxford: 

e Fathers Against Violence, a local chapter was started two years ago designed to address issues such 
as Over-competitiveness and violence in sports; 

e Community Forums and Presentations on topics of interest such as anxiety, anger management and 
healthy lifestyles; 

e Fall All Sports Day, PASTA PARTY, at Masconomet Regional High School. 


Our INTERVENTION activities included: 

e Direct Counseling and Crisis Intervention services provided by two full-time counselors at 
Masconomet Regional High School (over 250 different students were directly served; over 1,000 
students were indirectly served); 

e Employee Assistance Program, currently provided through a contract to the Town of Middleton for 
Town Employees (6 employees served individually, departments benefited with presentations): 

e Information, Consultation and Referral services through our office in Middleton (200+ calls): 

e Meeting with groups of students and individuals to discuss Hate Crimes, Prejudice and Intolerance. 
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Our COMMUNITY BUILDING activities included: 

e Participation in the Strawberry, Apple, and Pumpkin Festivals: 

e Sponsoring the WORLD AIDS DAY candlelight vigil: 

e Participation in school and community educational programs including a tour of the Middleton Jail 
and a riveting presentation by inmates on the connection between HIV/AIDS and substance abuse; 
Co-sponsoring the PRIDE STRIDE, a Spring-time walk to promote community pride; 

Organizing Community Forums and Coalitions to address issues of concern; 

Sponsoring the Fall Foliage Classic Road Race, in conjunction with the Topsfield Rotary Club; 
Participation on various Committees and Boards of Directors listed below; 


In FY ’97, we were active members of the Health Advisory Council, The Massachusetts Council of 
Human Services Providers, the Substance Abuse and Violence Prevention Council, the Western Essex 
Partnership (a school-to-work initiative to help prepare students for employment), Community Plans (a 
substance abuse prevention coalition for north shore communities), the Topsfield Community Group (an 
off-shoot of Community Plans that is working on plans for a community center), the Topsfield Rotary 
Club, the Middleton Board of Trade, the Community Collaborative Initiative (a troubleshooting 
committee organized by District Attorney Kevin M. Burke’s office designed to create and strengthen area 
resource networks), the Community Network Group (a coalition of local citizens, businesses and school 
personnel concerned with school to work issues, student curriculums, etc. in relation to keeping current 
with technology, e.g. Internet connectivity), and the Massachusetts Bay United Way. We were also 
members of the Masconomet Assemblies Committee, helping with presentations of programs such as the 
Yellow Dress, a play addressing dating violence. 


Altogether, the Tri-Towns accounted for 25% of our budget, with Boxford contributing $14,179 or 
slightly over one-third of that percentage (9% of our total budget). In FY °97, each town’s share was 
based on a percentage increase from the prior year (For FY 98, a new funding formula will be utilized, 
based on the relative population figures of each town). Of the remaining 75% of our budget, the 
Masconomet School District funded 37% while a full 21%, or almost $33,000, was raised independent of 
the Towns and School through Board sponsored fund-raisers, donations and membership fees. 


In January, 1997, the Council provided a representative from the Boxford Board of Selectmen with a 
report of the Community Panel. The Community Panel was a select group of representatives from each 
town’s government, interested community members, Tri-Town Council Board Members and our former 
Executive Director who came together in 1996, at the Towns’ request, to review aspects of the social 
services needs of the tri-town area and to make recommendations on the Tri-Town Council’s request for 
increased town support. The Community Panel’s report concluded in strong support of the Council and 
in recognition that the Council’s service provision model was of high quality and was delivered at the 
lowest possible cost to the town. In addition, panel members urged that Boxford, Middleton and Topsfield 
continue their financial support of the Tri-Town Council and fund a one-time larger percentage increase 
to bring Council staff salaries closer to parity with their peers and to offset the sharp decline in Federal 
and State funding. [Anyone interested in reading the Community Panel report in full, may pick up a copy 
from the Tri-Town Council office at the old Town Hall on Maple Street (Route 62), 508-750-8139]. 


Your support in FY °97 was very much appreciated! The staff and Board of the Tri-Town Council 
worked hard to respond to your needs and to improve the quality of life of all families in the tri-towns. At 
less than $2.00 per resident, per year, these crucial services could not be offered less expensively. After 
all the time, love and money we expend raising our children, can we afford not to support services that are 
dedicated to helping keep our children alive to reach adulthood? 


Sincerely Yours, 


Gary S. Sinclair, LCSW, CADAC 
e-mail: ttcyfs@juno.com Executive Director 
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 


COMMUNITY SERVICES 


Senex (at Community Center) >... .:. fa. sent.  e O 887-359] 
P wrepee adteswies Pond-Emergency Only. 23. 2 ote Se ee 352-7033 
Meaeereerermene Genter. 0 bees PS. 0 RY, Ue, et 0 352-2733 
Beal mOmey Cie isi Measures (2 ee ee es (508) 468-1843 
ee owemmecuneiyon Youth:and) Family Services .... 2. 22. 22 ee oe 887-6512 
ee Le ii esa shicy ae gi ws wn dn DAR ee tl er 682-6378 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Pe raotee COAX 35225558). oe Oe ee ae eo oe 352-6555 
Me semecmmmmentions Dept)... a ee ee eke I 887-8137 
PMP eG ye eolice and Fire) ... 1. 6 1. cn ee ee ee Wie dee be ee 911 


HEALTH AND INSPECTORS (FAX 352-2567) 


UNE USO 3 kh a a rrr gfe 352-6336 
isn EM a kk ow ee le De Bie Bh 352-2435 
ie EOE SP. kk ks a ie ss SRI SS Beh Se ees 352-2435 
Pe DOEICCIOUO SS 0. Oe EER os. 352-2435 
eM ON ee we Se a 352-2413 
IIPS ey lk ee ee ea eee 352-2538 


LIBRARIES (FAX 887-6352) 
PRIMM TOCA ke he wR se es eee eg 887-7323 
aE Mo os ee + Re el eee ee 352-7323 


POST OFFICES 


pee meres (01921) . 2 ee ev ee, ee ee 887-5339 
Dummer oiee (01885) ............ 2... 5 Seat ee eee. 352-6632 


PUBLIC SAFETY (FAX 887-8138) 


UMMC CCT. wn, sags: jos eel es aw 4 «2 ee ecb ee ey eG 887-8135 
Memneieenartinent .. 2... 2 6 ee tate es de 887-8136 
CE ee Pa ee ee ee ewe BSP5775 
SUITE ie ee Ye Ea oe OR 887-8135 
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 


Harry Lee: Cole School (BAX. 887-0703) oto oe 887-2856 
Spottord Pond School. (FAX.352-7855) «oe. huis tie eee 352-8616 
Masconomet Regional High School.(FAX 887-3573) .................. 887-2323 
Superintendent =Boxtord) 0). teat eee ie ~ 887-1503 
Supeérintendent:- ‘Masconomet: s74.> so5)R wi, pee 887-2323 
Superintendent - North Shore Vocational.(FAX 777-8403) ............... 927-6178 
TOWN OFFICES (FAX 887-3546) 

Accountant 2.0055 48 20) caped cease pene eal gees aot eg 887-0710 
ASSESSOIS wiaesis ia @ gust baer. Uae. Selita Abe aul Soleo Oey arige Oe 887-3674 
Clerk 02.0.9. 69 Gy Se Oy, REN G1 SOR Se 887-0806 
Board:of Selectmen’. 2 Or ee ee ee 887-8181 
Tréasurerghax Collector ooo sea eg he cee et ce eae 887-3673 
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: O TIO 


The Town of Boxford was INCORPORATED in 1685. 


POPULATION - 8054 


NUMBER OF RESIDENCES (1996) - 2514 
REGISTERED VOTERS (December 1996) - 4769 


AREA - 24.39 square miles 


POPULATION DENSITY (1996) - 318 persons per square mile 


AVERAGE HOUSE PRICE - $289,000 


MILES OF ROADS (January 1, 1997) - 119 


NUMBER OF NAMED STREETS - 170 


TAX RATE (FY 1997) - $13.70 per thousand 


STATE AND FEDERAL REPRESENTATION 


(6th CONGRETIONAL DISTRICT) 


U. S. SENATORS 

Edward M. Kennedy (D) 
Russell Bldg, Rm 315 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Tel: (617) 565-3170 (Boston) 
Fax: (617) 565-3183 (Boston 


U. S. CONGRESSMAN 

John F. Tierney (R) 

120 Cannon Building 

U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel: (202) 225-8020 

Fax: (202) 225-8037 


GOVERNOR 

The Honorable William P. Weld (R) 
State House, Room 360 

Boston, MA 02133 

Tel: (617) 727-3600 

Fax: (617) 727-9725 


REPRESENTATIVE: 

Forrester Tim Clark (R) 

State House, Room 540, Boston, MA 02133 
Tel: (617) 722-2090 

Fax: (617) 722-2897 

Home: 308 Sagamore Road 

Hamilton, MA 01982 (508) 468-3077 
(Fourth Representative District) 


John F. Kerry (D) 

United States Senate 

Russell Blg., Room 421 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Tel: (617) 565-8519 (Boston) 
Fax: (617) 248-3870 (Boston) 


DISTRICT OFFICE 
160 Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 01830 
Tel: (508) 469-1942 
Fax: (508) 

17 Peabody Square 
Peabody, MA 01960 


STATE LEGISLATORS 
Senator Bruce E. Tarr (R) 
State House, Room 507 
Boston, MA 02133 

Tel: (617) 722-1600 

Fax: (617) 722-1310 
Home: 80 Essex Ave 
Gloucester, MA 

Tel: (508) 283-3148 


(First Essex & Middlesex District) 


